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- trough moving close to

light to moderate rain on Thursday and Friday.
" This was the second day since the onset of

monsoon when heavy rain was seen in Delhi

as Safdarjung, the city’s base station, logged
94.4mm rainfall from 5.30pm to 11.30pm. On
June 28, when the monsoon arrived in the city,
Safdarjung had reported an extremely heavy

rainfallof 228.1mm ampngthehighest single-

Jatin Kumar

: 0 Delhi, the Met de-
 partment said, issuing a ‘yellow’ alert for

10 flights diverted, several

delayed due to heavy rain

 New Delhi: TenDelhi-bound fights were diverted

toother cities — eight to Jaipurand two to
Lucknow — due to bad weather between7.30pm
and 8pm on Wednesday. Several flights were also
delayed as IGl Airport saw incessant rain
accompanied by gusty winds. Asthe weather
impacted flight operations atthe Delhi airport, :
airlines took to social media, asking passengers to
check flight status. Air India wrote on X around

“7pm, “Flights toand from Delhi may get affected

due to bad weather this evening. Guestsare

‘advised to start early for the airportas slow traffic

and waterlogging may delay movement. Piease
checkyour flight status before heading to the
airport.” Spicelet posted, “Dueto bad weather
(heavy rain) in Delhi, all departures/arrivals and
their consequential flights may get affected.

- passengers are requested to keep a check ontheir

flight status.” IndiGo also issued a similar
advisory, asking passengers to check flight
status as, it said, heavy rain might be likely

. throughout the night. Tnn :

“day rain at the station ever in that month. In
- July, the single highest day rainfall recorded
~ wasonJuly26at39.4mm. '

~ The showers began in the evening as no-

rain was recorded atany station in Delhi from

8.30am to 5.30pm. Among the areas which wit-
© nes , 5

were Delhi University at 77.5mm, Lodhi Road
 77mm,andPusa66.5mm. - :

Mo i

- ""RK Jenamani, senior scientist, IMD, said,
- “The monsoon trough is close to Delhi, lead-

| ingto intense rain activity. Intense rain activ-
ity islikely to continuefor the nexttwodays.”
~ “The trough was south of its normal posi-
tion till Tuesday. On Wednesday, the trough
madeits transition from south of itsnormalpo-

£

sed heavy rain between 5.30pm and 8.30pm - b »
_at 87.8 degrees Celsius, three degrees above

sition toitsnormal position. There isalso lower
tropospheric level moisture supply from the
Bay of Bengalaswell as the Arabian Sea.” ;
Several stations saw strong wind, while Pa-
lamrecorded the highest wind speed at27 kmph,
which roseup to45kmphat 7 pm, said IMD.
- The maximum temperature was recorded

normal. It was 1.5 degrees lower than Tues-
day’s maximum temperature. However, as
rain is likely to lash the city, the maximum
temperature is predicted to dip to 33 degrees
Celsius on Thursday. The minimum temper-.
ature stood at 30.4 degrees Celsius, three
notches above normal. It is expected todrop to
25 degrees Celsiuson Thursday.

—_—
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AH govt and private
schoolsto remain
closed today. Atishi-

ANSHITA MBHRA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 31
A heavy spell of rain on
Wednesday evening crippled
Delhi, with widespread water-
logging transforming roads

- into'rivers and leaving large

parts of the city paralysed.
Old Rajinder Nagar, a neigh-
bourhood still reeling from a
recent tragedy, was particu-
larly hard hit, with rainwater
rising to waist-high levels.
Earlier in the week, the
Municipal Corporation of Del-
hi (MCD) had undertaken
demolition of encroachments
in Old Rajinder Nagar to miti-
gate flooding. However, the
scene on Wednesday night
revealed the grim reality of
those efforts. “All efforts seem
to have gone down the drain,”
said Himanshu, a protesting
student. “The situation is the
same every time it rains.
Despite the three deaths, noth-
ing has changed,” he added.
Undeterred. by the waist:

deep water, protesters chant-

ed, “We want justice.”

Inresponse tothetorrential -

rain, AAP minister Atishi
wrote on X, “Delhi witnessed
very heavy ramfall The Delhi
Government and MCD are
closely monitoring low-lying
areas and vulnerable loca-
tions to ensure no untoward
incidents occur”” Despite
these assurances, the condi-
tionson the ground painted a
starkly different picture. .

Rajinder
Durgesh Pathak also visited
the area to oversee water
drainage efforts, but residents
remained doubtful about any
significant improvements.

HELPING HANB' Awoman bemg assnsted bya pollce official whlle wading througha .
 waterlogged road during rain near OId Rajinder Nagar area in New Delhi on Wednesday. p1i

Nagar MILA Lieutenant-Governor -G

VK Saxena tweeted, “I have
instructed all officers to
remain vigilant in light of the
ongoing heavy downpour i in
Delhi. Apart from minimis-

ATISHI VISITS PROTEST
SITE, PROMISES ACTION

After a four-day absence
following the tragedy at a
coaching centre, AAP minister
Atishi visited Rajinder Nagar on
Wednesday, accompanied by
Mayor Shelly Oberoi, to address
the protesting students. During
the visit, Atishi met with the
students and assured them that |

eir safety is atop priority. She ~ |
pledged fo take strict action -
against all responsible officials
once the investigation is .
complete. Additionally, she -
promised the estabﬁshment of
government-funded libraries in
key coaching hubs,

*

mg éénerai mconvemence,

they are specifically advised

to address issues at sites

prone to waterloggmg,

including coaching centres.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 o
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o rainfall causes

chaos, brings Delhi to its knees

Schools to remain closed today amid heavy'waterlogging, traffic snarls; weather department issues red alert, wams of wet

1 spell continuing till August 5; flights diverted, houses flooded; AAP’s failure to desilt drains led to crisis again, charges BJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

] eavy rainfall
ll brought the na-
tional capital to a

¥ screeching halt on Wed-
nesday evening, inundat-
lng large parts of the city,
chokmg key stretches with
unendmg traffic, and leav-
,ing people stranded as
roads ‘turned into rivers.

Education Minister At-

1ishi said that schools
would remain shut on
Thursday. “In light of very
heavy rainfall today even-
ing and forecast of heavy
rainfall tomorrow, all
schools — government and
private — will remain
closed tomorrow, Ist Au-
gust,” she posted on X late
Wednesday night.

Waterlogging was re-

ported at several locations
including Pul Prahladpur
Railway Underpass, Zakhi-
ra Underpass, Okhla Un-
derpass, IP Marg, Minto
Bridge, Moolchand, Chat-
ta Rail Chowk, and Nigam
Bodh Ghat, leading to traf-
fic snarls across the Capi-
tal, according to the Delhi
Traffic Police.

‘Red’ alert .

The torrential downpour
prompted thé India Mete-
orological = Department
(IMD) to issue its highest
‘red’ alert warning for the

Road turns to river: Waterlogging was reported‘ at several places in the Capital, causing hours-long

traffic snarls and widespread flooding in commercial and residential areas. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Capital. The National
Flash Flood Guidance Bul-
letin also included Delhi in
its list of “areas of con-
cern”, and advised people
to remain indoors, secure
windows and doors, and
refrain from unnecessary
travel. The wet spell is ex-
pected to last till August 5,
according to the IMD.
Data from the weather
office showed that the ci-
ty’s primary weather sta-

tion Safdarjung recorded

79.2 mm of downpour bet-
ween 5.30 p.m. and 8.30
p-m.; Mayur Vihar 119
mm; Delhi University 77.5
mm; Pusa 66.5 mm; and
the Palam observatory

43.7 mm..
Waist-deep water was
also reported from out-

" side the building in Old
Nagar where -

Rajinder
three UPSC aspirants
drowned in their flooded
basement on July 27.
Delhi’s Lieutenant-Go-
vernor V.K. Saxena ap-
pealed to all city officials
to remain vigilant in light
of the heavy rainfall.
“Apart from ensuring mi-
nimum inconvenience to
people in general, officials
are advised to specifically
address issues at sites
prone to waterlogging, in-
cluding coaching centres,”
read his post on X. :

A house collapsed in.

north Delhi’s Sabzi Mandi
area, the Delhi Fire Servic-
es said, adding that five
fire tenders were rushed
to the site after the call
was received around 9
p-m. The Public Works De-
partment (PWD) control
room received 35 calls re-
porting waterlogging from
areas including ITO, Zaki-
ra Road, Seelampur, Tri-
lokpuri, Laxmi Nagar, and
Peeragarhi.

- The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi also received

four complaints of water-
logging and three of felled

trees. = -
At least 10 flights sche-

duled to land at the Indir
Gandhi International Aii
port were diverted — eigh
to Jaipur and two to Luck
now — due to the incle
ment weather conditions
Several  airlines als
warned of the possibilit
of more flight disruptions
“Guests are advised t
start early for the airport
as slow traffic and watei
logging may delay move
ment,” Air India said in

- statemient.

‘Corrupt govt.
Meanwhile, Delhi BJP pre
sident Virendra Sachdev
said the drainage syster
of Delhi had collapsed du
to the “corruption and ca
lousness” of the Aam Aac
mi Party-led government
“The corruption-tain
ed Delhi government hg
totally failed to desilt th
drains of Delhi; as a resul

“sewers in colonies have n

exit points, leading to w:
terlogging across the cit
after a few minutes ¢
rain,” he said.

The New Delhi Trader
Association also con
plained that several shov
rooms were damaged i
the rain as water floode
the Connaught Place are:

They blamed the Ne
Delhi Municipal Counc
for a “lack of control” ove
the situation.

(With inputs from PTI)



Outflow fi

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Incessant rain in the Cauv-
ery catchment areas has® .

stepped up 0
for people livi

forced the authorities to

step up the outflow from |

the

(KRS) and Kabini dams in .

Karnataka. A fresh flood
warning has been issued
for people living down-

_stream of the two dams.

The low-lying areas are

in the districts of Mandya,
Mysuru, and Chamarajana-
gar, and people living

along the riverbanks have
been asked to relocate to

safer places.
The outflow from KRS,

which had increased to 1.5

lakh cusecs on Tuesday

-

& AlsT

night, was reduced to 1.07
lakh cusecs by Wednesday
‘morning. But a late even-
ing alert said that the dis-
charge from KRS had been
increased to 17 lakh

from KRS-and the Kabini

A late evening alert said that the discharge from Krishnaraja Sagar
.dam had been increased to 1.7 lakh cusecs. MA. SRIRAM

The cumulative outflow

mKRS, Kabini dams
ficials sound alert
ng downstream

reservoirs was in excess of
- 2.4lakh cusecs on Wednes-

day evening.

* The Kabini joins the
Cauvery at T. Narsipur and
the villages downstream
from this confluence point
will feel the brunt of the
discharge. :
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WAVANAD (KERALA), JULY 31

Students from a Govern-
ment Higher Secomﬁry
School at Meppadi' here are

tirelessly volunteering in the

relief camps, working dili-

gently to assist survivors of | |

the massive landslides

which hit the high-range dis-

trict with food and supplies.
School teachers are also

playinga crucialrole, motivat-

ing and supporting the stu-
dents, many of whom are part
of the NSS and NCC pro-
grammes, in their efforts.
Despite the immense strug-
‘gles and losses these sur-
vivors have faced, the selfless

They are not only prov1dmg
physical assistance but also

_ offering emotional support,

helping survivors cope both -

mentally and physically.

“The people residing here

are our friends and their fam-
ilies. We are deeply saddened
by this incident, but I am hap-
py tohelp,” Aldriya, a student
volunteer,, Ananthamegha,
another student, emphasised,
“As NCC volunteers, we are

; 1 students, teachers
vors in relief camps

Rescuie teams cross a temporary bridge in Wayanad, Kerala. REUTERS

committed to working hand

in hand here. It’s not just the .

NSS and NCC; other students

_ from ourschoolarea;sovol-
un " Melbin, a

student of GHSS added, “We
are helping the people by sort-

ing the clothes that have
arrived for them.” Mini, a

teacher at GHSS Meppadi,
said they were doing all that
they could for the people and
were praying for Wayanad.
“This is a tragedy. We are all
sad. All are not allowed here,
there are restrictions here. It’s
a lot of emotional drama. We
are consoling them, giving love

and affection. How to rehabili-
tate them? It’s a very, very dif-
ficult situation to overcome.

_ “We are doing what we can.
It's very little, but we are

doing what we can. Students
are sorting the clothes and
helping them. We lost a few
students, we don’t know
where they are (not fraceable).
There are six rooms in higher
secondary and more rooms in
high school. Maybe around
1,000 people are here in this
camp. We are praying for
them. Everyone in the world
is praying for Kerala,
Wayanad,” she said. — PTT .

Orange alert 1ssued
for next36 hours

SHIMLA, JULY 31

The Weather Department has

issued an alert for heavy to

very heavy rain ‘at isolated
. places in Bilaspur, Chamba,

Hamirpur, Kangra, Kullu,

the next 36 hours. The depart—

ment has retained the orange
alert for heavy to very heavy

rain on August 1-2 at isolated

areas in several districts.

‘The depmt had
S issued orange alert for heavy
tg very heavy rainfall for
today as well. Light to mod-
erate rain was recorded at
several places over the last
95 hours, with Una, Dharam-

sala ‘and Manali recording-

Mandl thmla Su'maur :

¥ Heavy rain lashes Shimla.

the maximum rainfall.

It has wamed that heavy to
very heavy rain could cause
flooding and waterloggmg in
Jow-lying areas and also leadto
landslidesand mudslides. Peo-
plehavebeenadwsedtofollmﬁ
the advisories issued by the
departments concerned over
thenexttwoday& TNS



16 more bodiesof

landslide victims recovered

from Chaliyar in Malappuram
district on Wednésday

19 civilians
stranded in the Ela
Resort and Vana Rani
Resort, located beyond
‘Mundakkai, saved by the
Indian Army personnel on
Wednesday following a
daring rescue mission

Rescue operation in progress at Mep

35er ‘ﬁnmal
Kerala announced by ™ CM
M K Stalin was handed

over by public works'
minister E V Velu to Kerala
CM Pinarayi Vijayan as a
cheque at Kerala Secretariat

) Iakh each announced by
_ Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah as
compensation to the families of
‘Kannadigas who died in landslides.
He appealed to the corporate
world to contribute generously for
the relief and rehabchtauon

s"«

, =

ayanad toll rises to 173; 225
still missing after hours

Rescue Efforts § . In Mundald(au,
. Hit By Rain, 1.6k reSIdents’ hopes
Saved In 2 Days &futme buried

Times News NETwoRrk ntll twg days ago, ‘Mun.

_ dakkaiwasthedreamge-
taway fortourists, with itsrol-
lingteaplantationsand misty
envlrons housmg a mosque, ;

Wayanad: More bodies were
extricated from the debris of
landslide-ravaged Wayanad’s
sodden landscape Wednes--
day, taking the officially con-
firmed death toll in the disas-
ter to 173. Hopes of finding
survivors among the 227 peo-

od, reportsRaieevER o
Sreejith Kumar VS, who

plereported missing dimmed
astheclocktickedonarescue  Attamala has collapsed. The toll has risen by almost 50 since Tuesday works at a coaching institute
»EDIT: Escape To Where?  »-Centre sent alerts: Shah; baseless, says CM, P 28 & Tl Ao notRow

Rescue workershft abody to Chooralmala in Wa anad thehndge from

~ whattohopeforasrescuewor-

operation made more chal- thedeath tollat 250-odd, bring- The Wayahad district ad-  kers work at a concrete slab
lengingby intermittentrain.  ing home the scale of devasta- ministration said the decea- where his house stood. “My

CM Pingrayi Vijayansaid  tion wrought by the two lands- - sed include 23 children. Till ' mother; brother and sister’s
1,592 peopleshave been rescu-  lides early Tuesday that almo: * lateevening,96bodieshadbe- daughterare missing. We had

constructed the second floor

ed in two days and efforts wo- st wiped out Mundakkai and  en identified and 75 of these

uld continue till the last pos- two neighbouring villages. handed over to families. to run a homestay just like

sible survivoris saved. More than 200 people have be- otherresidents. It has all been
Unofficial estimates peg enhospitalised with injuries. »ContinuedonP 16 flattened,” hesaid. P28
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Only a handful of houses now remain besides

the CSI Church. It is a race against time
for rescue workers. Earthmovers reached
ground zero only on Wednesday afternoon

Rajeev.KR@timesofindia.com

Mundakkai: Sreejith Ku-

mar VS’s eyes swelled when
rescue workers hit a concrete
roof slab, which lay amid
sludge and mangled metal
pieces and wood, with a huge
hammer to break it open.

Sitting on the steps of CSI
Church in Mundakkai, one of
the few buildings intact at the
epicentre of the landslide,
Sreejith, an employee at a
coaching institute in Thris-
sur, wore a forlorn look.

“My mother, brother and
sister’s daughter are mis-
‘sing. I don’t know whether
they are beneath the con-
crete slab. We had construct-
ed the second floor of our
house to run a homestay just
like many other residents
did. But it has all been flat-
tened,” Sreejith said.

Sreejith is not alone. All
those who survived the land-
slide are facing an uncertain
future. For, the village where
they werebornand grew up—

which had amosque, a post of- ‘

fice, around 10 shops and
scores of houses — has all

been wiped out. Mundakkai, ;

withits plcture-postcard -per-
fect environs, was on its way

tobecomingatourist destina- .

tion over the last three years
with many resorts and home-
stays springing up,

At the epicentre of the
landslide, a major portion of

the face of the Mundakkai °

hills blanketed with tree cov-
er collapsed from a height of
over 2km and came tumbling
down bringing along with it
several houses at Punchiri-
mattom, a small settlement
uphill, and erashing on Mun-
dakkaivillage.

The landslide led to the
river swelling, triggering a

15-metre-high debris flow

which . tore through the
street-lined - shops
houses of Mundakkai. In
Mundakkai, only 15 houses
now remain along with the
CSIChurchand some houses
at Punchirimattom. The de-

and

BACK TO STONE AGE

bris flow then rushed down-
hill and ripped - through
Chooralmala village, which
is2.5km away.

'The only road from Choo-
ralmala to Mundakkai, a

part of which was washed.

away in the landslide, mean-
dersthroughrollingteapl
tations. Huni reds of rescye

workers managed to reach
Mundakkai on Wednesday
along with cadaver dogs of
the police to search for mis-
sing persons.

Every time the two cadav-
er dogs barked, people
thronged toseeif anyonehad

been spotted, Res¢ue work-'

ers tried to removd mangled

steel and concrete with their

“hands and limited equip-

ment they had as earth mov-
ers were brought to the site
only in the afternoon.

They picked up several
bodies from inside houses,
many of which had a stench.
Fire and rescue services per-
sonnel washed faces of the

|

removemangled steel

- and concrete with their

bare hands

bodies with bottled water be-
fore taking them in stretch-
ers to Chooralmala. Res-
cuers witnessed several
heart wrenching scenes as
three bodies were seen in sit-
ting position and a three-
member family was seen
huddled together.

Safad K walked all the
way up to Mundakkai on
Wednesday morning, when
the Army put in place a tem-
porary walkway across the
river, only to find no trace of

his parents and younger

brother. Even his house was

- destroyed. All that remained

was just a roof slab lying in
the sludge. “I have no hope
left of finding my family, see-
ing what is left of my house,”
Safad said.

\




Delhi Crashing

No Area Spared From Waterlogging; ITO, Mathura Road Among Worst Hit

Traes News NeTwoss wa Deen Da Upadhvay
Al ay
Ma g Seh
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New Delhi: After to tak Btk i o
gt - il tury wards Lok
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} i whv the prospect £
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USHAL SUSPECT: Minto BNoge was

Bridge and ITO. Besides, it
was very dark too because of
thelack of illumination.’

It was a horrendous drive
home to HC Sharma too. He
started from Ansari Road in
Daryaganj and it took him
two hours to reach his Nave-
en Shahdara residence when
his normal commute is 40 mi-
nutes. “Though we managed
to reach Ring Road in 20 mi
nutes from Daryaganj, the re-
al struggle started from the
rear of Red Fort, where the
traffic was stalled. We idled
for at least 40 minutes there.”
The Noida Link Road, usual
ly a free passage, exper ienced
alot of jam on Wednesday

Further south, on Mathu
raRoad, from ApolloHospital
to Badarpur, water accumu
lation severely impacted the
traffic movement. The Okhla
f

underpass was unusable for
rists going both from
he ction of Crown Plaza
towards Kalindi Kunj

( To er

2 ]

g

d for traffic as ran lashed Le

public safety, police put up
barricades at the underpass
entrances to deter vehicles
Traffic on the carriageway
on Mehrauli-Badarpur Road
from Badarpur to Sangam Vi
har was disrupted by water
stagnation in the vicinity of
Kaya Maya Park. Movement
from Khanpur towards Ham
dard University and vice-ver
sa was also affected. Driving
on NH-48 from Dhaula Kuan to
Gurgaon too proved painful
due to waterlogging.
Underpasses. because of
their architecture, bore the
brunt of the sharp precipita-
tion. The Zakhira underpass
in west Delhi and the Mool
chand underpass in south
Delhi reported heavy water
logging. The Minto Road un
derpass, despite the claimed
interventions to rid it of its
image 1 monsoon bane
was flooded for a third time
this season. On Wednesday
also, police barred vehicles
from driving there as soon as
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Fast & Furious Rain Sends

the heavy rain started. A
PWD official later said, "At
the Minto Road underpass.
there was a problem when
one of the pumps itself got
submerged in water.”

PWD claimed that at least
|51 permanent pumping sta-
tions and 234 mobile pumps
were put to work to manage
the problem. But, they plea
ded. the intensity of the rain
fall was too high. Anofficialsa
id. “All our maintenance vans
and quick response teams we
re on the ground trying to
pump out the rainwater from
underpasses and roads.”

New Delhi Municipal Co-
uncil said it received 14 comp-
laints of waterlogging, inclu
ding on Baba Kharak Singh
Marg. Minto Road, Golf Links
and Satya Sadan till 8.30pm
T'wo instances of trees falling
in Sarojini Nagar and Con
naught Place were also repor
ted. Traders in Connaught Pla
ce complained of water flo
wing into their shops and da
maging stocks. The Press Club
of India on Raisina Road was

inkle deep in water.




Shah, Pinarayi spar over disaster

Shah Savs kerala government did not gauge the severity of the Qituatjnn (k‘Slﬂ'fC warni

: Shah
disaster: Kerala (M savs forecasts by Central agencies were off the mark: Kerala MP moves privilege notice alleging

wayanad ranked

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Centre and Ker
ala crossed swords
on Wednesday ov

er advance weather warn-
ings for the State and the
disaster response in the
wake of the catastrophic
landslide that claimed over
200 lives and levelled
three villages in Vythiri ta
luk of Wayanad district a
day earlier

In Parliament, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said the Kerala govern
ment did not gauge the se
verity of the situation accu
ratelv despite the Centre
despatching nine National
Disaster Response Force
teams to the State on July
23. “Had those blaming the

Central] government read
the warnings, the situation
would have been diffe-
rent,” he said.

In Kerala, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan took issue
with Mr. Shah’s statement,
asserting that the Centre
dispatched the NDRF
teams at the State govern-
ment’s behest, given the in-
tensifying monsoon, and
not on its own volition. The
State government moved
an NDRF unit to Wayanad
well in advance, he said.

Answering a Calling At-
tention Motion in Rajya
Sabha, Mr. Shah said the
Centre issued the first
warning on july 23 and re
peated it on the next three
days. Citing the examples
of Odisha and Gujarat
where “zero-casualty dis
aster management” was
done, he asked why the
Kerala government did not
evacuate people from the

Path to safety: People stranded at Attamala after a massive landslide in Wayanad cross the temporary

bridge on Wednesday. THULAS| KAKKAT

vulnerable areas. “..I
would like to specify that
on July 23, the Kerala go-
vernment was given an ear-
ly warning by the Central
government,” the Home
Minister said.

“On july 26, it [Kerala]
was informed that there
will be heavy rainfall of
more than 20 centimetres,
there is a possibility of a
landslide, there could be a
rush of mud and people
could even die by getting
buried beneath it,” he said.

Three CPI(M) MPs in Ra-
jya Sabha from Kerala -
John Brittas, A.A. Rahim
and V. Sivadasan — later ap-
proached Chairman Jag
deep Dhankhar requesting
him to direct Mr. Shah to
clarify his statement. Sepa
rately, Mr. Sivadasan
moved a privilege notice
with the Rajya Sabha Se-

cretary-General alleging
Mr. Shah has misled the
Upper House.

Al a press conference in

Thiruvananthapuram, Mr.
Vijayan suggested that the
forecasts by the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD), Geological Survey
of India (GSI) and Central
Water Commission were
wide off the mark. “None
of the agencies had issued
a red alert for Wayanad
ahead of the July 30 land-
slides,” he said.

“The rainfall far exceed-
ed the initial warning. Ho-
wever, the agencies issued
ared alert at 6 a.m. [on July
30] after the disaster
struck,” he said.

He said the GSI issued a
green alert for July 30 and
31, indicating minor land-
slips or rock bursts.“The
Union Minister has pre-
sented information in Par-
liament that is inconsistent
with facts.” Mr. Vijayan, ho-
wever, reiterated that now
was not the time for a
blame game.

(With inputs from Thiru-
vananthapuram)
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Tamil Nadu
relief team,
assistance
reach Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Minister for
Public Works EV. Velu
handed over a cheque for
%5 crore to Kerala Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan in
Thiruvananthapuram on

operations.

Meanwhile, the relief
team from Tamil Nadu
reached the disaster-hit
Wayanad district.

Later in the day,
AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
announced that his party
would contribute ¥ crore
towards relief operations
in the affected region.

ngs from Centre and failed to

fifth in Ke
ISROs |

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

‘ Wayanad, which is grap-

| “key

pling with the horror of
Tuesday’s deadly landslide
disaster, was among sever-
al places in Kerala that had
been featured high ona na-
tional-level database creat-
ed by the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
in 2023 based on exposure
to landslides in terms of
socio-economic
parameters”.

Among 147 districts in 17
States and two Union Terri-
tories, Wayanad is ranked
13th, while Thrissur, Palak-
kad, Malappuram and Koz-
hikode are ranked third,
fifth, seventh and 10th, res-
pectively, in the Landslide
Atlas of India prepared by

| the National Remote Sens-

ing Centre, one of the ISRO

| centres, in February 2023.

Rudraprayag in Uttaran-
chal was ranked first in the
landslide atlas, which spec-

| ifically looked at landslide-
Wednesday towards relief |

prone Western Ghats and

“The vulnerability of
the inhabitants and house-
holds is more significant in
the Western Ghats due to
the very high population
and household density, es-
pecially in Kerala, even
when fewer landslides ex-
ist than in the Himalayan
regions,” the document
said, It further noted that
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Downpour barely falls
short of ‘cloudburst’
classification in areas
like Mayur Vihar; all
schools shut today;

10 flights diverted
Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev gandhiok @hindustantime

NEW DELHI: Extr
rainfal ,n".n\w' th

gusty winds, jed { f
and widespre
The In rologica

n e aay

1 brought back
memories of J 28, when Delh

r 200mm of rainfa

recorded o

in 2 24-hour period, killing 1

1id t-,/)"""‘ I
tam,g o & draun i Mayur Vihar
Phase-3. Police officials however
said they are unsure if the inci
aent 100k place on the Delhi or
Ghzziabad siGe. The report could
be independenty verified by HT

Officials feared tiat more such
instances may be repored across
city if the unprecedented rain
does not abate

The Delhi government also
announced a holiday on Thursday
for all government and private
schools in the Capital due w fore
cast of heavy rainfall

The sudden downpour also ked
to & house collapse in north
Delhi’s Sabji Mandi locality. Till
the time of going to press, there
was no clarity about whether or
not there were casualties.
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Commuters wade through a (umph tely waterlogged road under the Tllnk Brldge incentral Delhion Wednesday evening

there between 6.30pm and
30pm, which just fell short of
the “cloudburst” categorisation

I'here was severe waterlogging
across the dty, catching commut
ers returning from work in the
evening off guard as traffic was
thrown out of gear nearly
throughout the city and sur
rounding satellite towns such as
Gurugram and Noida

I Rajendra Nagar, where three
students drowned in a flooded
basement, streels were again
severely inundated

An IMD official said the rain
was due 1o the monsoon rough
reaching Delhi-NCR. “Till Tues-
day, the monsoon trough was o
the south of its normal position
On Wednesday, the trough made
its transition from south of its
normal position to its normal
mmmm"h

mMDhsa"yelwa
zmwmw
mmamuuw

ety s e fough moves.

away from the region
No Delhi weather station
recorded any rainfall till 5.30pm
on Wednesday. Rainfall started
from around 6pm, intensifying
further after 7pm, with several
stations recording “heavy” rain
fall, prompting IMD to issue a
“red alert” ull 9pm
Between 5.30pm and 8.30 pm,
the Safdarjung station, which is
considered representative of
Delhi's weather, recorded
79 2mm of rainfall. The weather
station at Delhl University
recorded 77.5mm of rain, Pusa
66.5mm, Palam 43.7mm and
Mayur Vihar 119mm, in the
three-hour period, IMD classi-
fies “heavy rainfall” as a day
when there is 64 5mm of rain in
a 24-hour period.
Intensity-wise, IMD classifies
rain as “light” when it is 10mm
hour, “moderate” when it is

“very
it is 30-50mm, enmnely
lmznu mu 0-100:

100mm in an hour

Traffic flow stunted

Severe waterlogging was
recorded in several parts of the
city, throwing traffic out of gear
I'he Delhi Traffic Police issued
advisories, warning motorists o
avoid Anuvrat Marg, Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Marg,
Mahatma Gandhi Marg, the car-
nageway from Moolchand to Chi
rag Delhl, Outer Ring Road
stretch from Chirag Delhi w
Nehru Place, [P Marg, Minto
Bridge, both carrageways of Mat-
hura Road, the Sarita Vihar fly-

ARVIND YADAV, WT PHQTO

Anunprecedented cloud
convergence may lead to.
record rainfall: Experts

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: A sudden conver
gence of rain clouds was seen
developing over Delhi and the
Natlonal Capital Region as of late
Wednesday night, weather offi-
clals and experts said, that
it may mean that thund
ers will likely continue overnight
tll at least Th morning,
At llpm on
India

rain clouds likely to persist.
“Massive  convergence

observed, fresh clouds are con-

unously developing all across

|

#Delhi NCR, already a lot of sta- |

tions have reported 100mm«+. It
will continue to rain with light
to heavy intensity at imes over-
night, Conditions will get worse
with waterl " amateur
weatherman Dahiya
wrote on soclal uwlwebdux

“Intermittent very light to light
rain with one or two moderate to

intense spells (20-30mm/hr) are
likely during next six hours over
Dethi NCR,” said an IMD alert.
This may also lead to a num-
ber of weather stations
¥
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