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Riversinspate, flood
situation grim in Bihar

NEW DELHI/PATNA, SEPT 30
Flood situation remained
grim in more than a dozen
districts of Bihar on Mon-
day while reports of breach-
es in embankments from at
least seven places across the
state also kept the adminis-
tration on its toes.

Flood water has reached

fresh areas presenting the
government with fresh chal-
lenges though there is noth-
ing to panic about, Water
Resources Minister Vijay
Kumar Chaudhary said.

Funds released for flood-hit
Gujarat, Manipur, Tripura
The Centre on Monday
approved the release of Rs
600 crore to Gujarat, Rs 50
crore to Manipur, and Rs 25
crore to Tripura as part of
the Central share from the
State Disaster Response
Fund and as an advance
from the National Disaster
Response Fund. :
Inter-Ministerial Central
Teams will be dispatched to
assess the damages in Bihar
and %st’Bengal —'I‘I'i’S/I’I'I



Monsoon season come ,
departure likely to be in October

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The 2024 monsoon
season officially came to an end
on Monday with around 8%
excess rainfall, although, contin-
uing the trend seen in recent
years, its departure is likely to be

delayed well into October.

And while the India Meteoro-
logical Department has main-
tained that its arrival is always
on schedule, at the beginning of
June, that month is increasingly
becoming drier. This year, for
instance, June ended with a defi-
cit 0f10.9% compared to the long
period average (the average
between 1971 and 2020). In con-
trast, July, August and Septem-
ber were wetter, with 9%, 15.3%
and 12.5% excess rgin.

Much like recent years, there
is also a wide regional disparity
in rains this monsoon season:
east and northeast India
recorded a deficiency of 14%;
northwest India, an excess of 7%;
central India, an excess of 20%;
and peninsular India, an excess
0f14% .

IMD predicted on May 27 that
the monsoon is likely to see
rainfall of 106% of the long
period average (LPA) with a

model error of + 4%: LPA for the

season as a whole is 87 cm. Last
year, the monsoon was “below
normal” with rainfall at 94.4% of
LPA. The 2022 monsoon was
“above normal” with rainfall at
106% of LPA and the 2021 one, a
“normal” monsoon, with rainfall
at99% of LPA..
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Supaul, Bihar, on Monday.

But while the season is offi-
cially over, rains are continuing

in many parts of India. Heavy

rain and flooding are continuing
in parts of the country especially
Bihar. Heavy to very heavy (6.5
cm to 20 cm) rainfall is likely
over northeastern states over the
rest of the week according to
IMD

In'terestingly, India recorded :

an above average monsoon and

several events of extreme

unprecedented rainfall despite
La Nina not developing as
expected during the monsoon
although it may emerge now.
The Climate Prediction Center
of the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
said on September 12 that La
Nifia is favoured to emerge in
September-November  (71%
chance) and is expected to per-
sist through January-March

Villagers being shifted to a safer place from a flooded area in
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La Nina refers to the periodic
cooling of ocean surface temper-
atures in the central and east-
central equatorial Pacific that
occurs every three to five years.
In India, it is associated with
strong monsoon and above aver-
age rains and colder winters.

“This year was above normal
monsoon year as expected by
IMD in their seasonal forecast.
The above normal rainfall was in
spite of La Nifia and positive
Indian Ocean Dipole not devel-

. oping as we expected, On mutli-

decadal time scale we are in pos-
itive mode. We may expect more
rainfall in coming years,” M
Rajeevan, former secretary, min-
istry of earth sciences and cli-
mate scientist said.

“We should expect more rain-
fall extremes and floods in the
coming years,” he added.

s to anend,

Bihar reels from floods,
nearly 1 million affected

Subhash Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Close to a million people
have been affected by the floods

in northern Bihar after embank-

ments of major rivers such as
Kosi, Bagmati and Gandak were
damaged following the cata-
strophic rains in neighbouring
Nepal, where 200 people died in
the past three days. However, as
rainfall reduced in Nepal on
Monday, the water levels of the
rivers in Bihar also dipped, offi-
cials aware of the matter said.

- Water resources minister:

Vijay Kumar Chaudhary said
that embankments are also dam-
aged when the water level of
swollen rivers reduce, thereby
increasing the threats of flood-

ing.

Embankments on Gandak,
Bagmati and Kosi rivers have
been eroded at several places,
leading .to flooding in West
Champaran, Sitamarhi, Sheohar
and Darbhanga districts.

So far, over 9.9 lakh people
residing in 269 panchayats of 55

blocks in 16 districts have been -

affected by the current spell of
floods. The affected districts
include West and East Cham-

paran, Araria, Kishanganj, Gop-

alganj, Sitamarhi, Sheohar,
Muzaffarpur, Supaul, Siwan,
Madhepura, Purnea, Madhub-

ani, Darbhanga, Saran and
Saharsa. ;

Water resources department
officials said that work was
going on war footing to plugthe
breach. A stream of Gandak had
breached Champaran embank-
ment near Khartawan village in
Bagaha. “Water level of the river
has risen to an unprecedented
level of 94 metre and 90.9 metre
at Chhatauni and Bagaha gauge.,”
said Chaudhary. ‘

He added that for the first
time in history so much water
has come down to Bihar through
rivers from Nepal. “All rivers of
north Bihar received unprece-
dented flow of water due to 60
hours of rainfall in' Nepal two
days ago. This led to breach of all
previous records of -highes
water level. For the first time
water level in Kosi also rose
above Birpur barrage,” he said.

The agriculture departmen
said that preliminary meeting o
officers concerned, tasked t¢
document the impact of th
floods, will be held on Tuesday

State agriculture ministe
Mangal Pandey said the CM an¢
the state government wer
closely monitoring the situatior
“All required steps to provid
relief to the flood-affected peopl
are being taken. Food and med
cines are being provided t
them,” added Pandey.



