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son die in open draln

Delhi-NCR deluge leaves 11 dead, fatalltles bring civic negllgence tofore

Samap HoQuEe

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

' NEW DELHI, AUGUST 1
As many as 11 people, includ-
ing two children, died and
three were injured in rain-
related incidents in Delhi-
NCR during Wednesday
evening’s intense rainfall.
In a particularly tragic inci-
dent highlighting the failure
of the civic authorities, a 22-
year-old woman and her
three-year-old son drowned
in an open drain in Mayur
Vihar Phase 3 on Wednesday
evening. The incident took
place when the victims,
Tanuja Bisht and her son
Priyansh, were returning
from a' weekly market in
Ghazipur. Unable to see the
overflowing, uncovered
drain, they fell into it.
Tanuja’s ‘husband, Govind
Singh, who works in a private
firm in Noida, was at work
when the disaster occurred.
Devastated, he expressed his
frustration,” stating that the
tragedy could have been avoid-
ed if the rescue operation had

been more efficient. “Every ;v

year, such incidents occur, but
no action is taken,” he said.
Eyewitnesses reported that
Tanuja clung to her child
even in death. Singh added,
“We called emergency servic-
es around 7.30 pm. However,
when the police arrived with
a rescue team, they lacked
proper equipment, and the
search continued for over two
hours before the bodies were
recovered.” The family had to
transport Tanuja  and
Priyansh to the hospital in a
private cab because no ambu-
lance was available.
Outraged, locals pointed out
that the drain had been left
open for the past three
months despite repeated
complaints to the authorities.
They argued that the negli-
gence directly contributed to
the tragedy. “They know that
during the monsoon, such
incidents are likely to occur.

Aview of 25 ft of waterlogging in the under-construction basement of the Ministry of External Affairs houslng complex, .
developed by NBCC at KG Marg, following heavy rain in New Delhi on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL

Drainsshouldn’t be left open.
The area was waterlogged,
and she couldn’t see the open
drain. The drain swept them
for 50 m, and fortunately, they
got stuck on the railing
inside,” eyewitnesses said.
Locals claim that the
admmlstratmn is unrespon-
sive. The drain overflows
every monsoon, yet nothing
has been done despite multi-
ple complaints to MPs, MLAs
and officials. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)

stated that the drain falls
under the jurisdiction of the
Delhi Development Authori-
ty (DDA).

Recently, three Civil Ser-
vices aspirants drowned in a
basement of Rau’s coaching
centre in Old Rajinder Nagar.

In response to the tragedy,
AAP leaders, led by MLAs
Kuldeep Kumar and Rohit
Mehraulia, staged a protest at
the site in Mayur Vihar
Phase-3. They demanded the
resignation of Lieutenant-

Governor VK Saxena, who
oversees the DDA, holding
placards with slogans like “L-
G Resign” and “Take Action
Against Guilty Officers”.
Kumar, the MLA from
Kondli, argued that the inci-
dent was not an accident, but
a result of the DDA’s failure
to cover or barricade the
drain despite knowing the
risks posed by waterlogging.
“If the drain had been closed,
she would have been alive.
This is'not an accident; it is

murder,” he said. Mehraulia,
MILA from Trilokpuri, called
for strict action against the
DDA and compensation for

“the victim’s family. Senior

AAP leader and Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh con-
demned the silence of the
BJP and the L-G, accusing
the DDA of criminal negli-
gence and questioning the
overall integrity of BJP-led
infrastructure projects across

_ the country, citing recent fail-

ures and disasters.
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SHIMLA, AUGUST 1
Four persons were killed

- while 49 are reported missing

in three separate incidents of
cloudburst in the Rampur
area of Shimla, Nirmand in
Kullu and Chauhar Valley of
Mandi late last night.

A total of 36 persons still
remained untraceable from
the Samej Khud near the
Jhakri area of Rampur in
Shimla district, where 22 hous-
es were washed away by the
gushing waters following a
cloudburst at 12.15 am. ‘A res-
cue operation is being under-
taken in an 85-km area, which
has been divided into six
parts,” said Shimla DC Anu-
pam Kashyap, while monitor-
ing the operation. The number
of people swept away is higher
as the cloudburst took place
when people were fast asleep.

One person died while nine
are missing in the Nirmand
area of Kullu, and of the 10

| missing in Chauhar Valley,
\three bodies have been recov-

ered. Rescue operations have
been launched to trace those
missing with the help of the
NDRE SDRE police, local
administration and villagers.
Massive damage has been

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Cloudbursts calm fourlives in Himachal; 49 missing

3 DISTRICTS HIT
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Rescue officials make an assessment foHowmga cloudburst i inthe Rampur area of Shlmla dlstncton Thursday. pri

OL (03 |23y

Ietvdier oA

12diein Ukhand:1.5K on

Kedarnath route rescued

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 1
Torrential rain across parts of
Uttarakhand claimed 12 lives,
including three from a single
family, and left several
injured, stranded and missing.

Three members of a family
— Bhanu Prasad (50), his wife
Neelam Devi (45) and son

- Vipin (28) — were killed in a

landslide that buried their
roadside cafe after a cloud-
burst at Jakhanyali village of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NDRF personnel duringa rescue operation in Kedamath on Thursday. p1i
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Nationaldisaster:
RahulonSouth’s
Wayanadtragedy

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 1
Former Wayanad MP Rahul
Gandhi today termed Tues-
day’s landslides in the Kerala
district a “national disaster”
and sought a comprehensive
action plan even as the admin-
istration said 190 persons had
been confirmed dead. and
more than 200 missing.
The deceased included 27
children and 76 women, with
279 autopsies, including of
body parts, conducted, and 107
bodies having been identified.
“Till now, 100 body parts have
been found from the debris. In
all, 234 persons were admitted
to hospitals and 92 are still
undergoing treatment,” said
an official. Meanwhile, Rahul
and his sister Priyanka Vadra
reached Wayanad  today.
Union  Minister - George
Kurien continued to oversee

‘rehabilitation, efforts, having

landed two days ago. — TNS

11 PERISHINNCR
Heavy rainin Delhion
Wednesday evening claimed
the lives of 11 persons in the
National Capital Region. The
rainfall led to severe water-
 logging in various areas.
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‘A rescue operation underway in Samej village of Rampur in Shimla district after flashfloods triggered by a cloudburst on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: LALIT KUMAR
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‘It Meant Be Prepared Don't Waut For Red Alert’

4 Vislma.Mohm@timesofmdm.c@m

' New Delhi: A day after home
minister Amit Shah told the
Parliament that Kerala govt
did not act on prior warning

of apossiblenatural calamity,

IMD chief Mrutyunjay Moha-
patra Thursday said the Met
department had issued an ‘or-
ange alert’ a day before disas-
ter in Wayanad on July 29.
Though an ‘orange alert’
— which means “be prepared
foractionand donot waitfora
redalert” —isadequatetogal-
vanise actions on the ground
to minimise the impact of ex-

treme weather events, espe- -

cially as the district received
significantly more rainfall
than predicted by the Met
department, experts have
flagged the real problem as
the multiplicity of agencies
that continueto work in silos.

Records show that though
‘red alert’ was issued on the
day of landslides on July 30
morning, other multiple prior
warnings of heavy rainfall
days before the incident could
have sensitised the district ad-
ministration. “The long-range
forecast issued on July 25 indi-
cated good rainfall activity
along the west coast and cen-
tral parts of the country from
July 25 to Aug 1. We issued a
‘yellow’ warning on July 25,
which continued until July 29,
when we issued an ‘orange’

A makeshift bfidge installed for the rescue operatlons in Wayanad district

warnmg,” added Mohapatra.
He said ‘red’ warning was
issued by IMD on July 30

~morning as very heavy rain-

fall (up to 20 cm) wasexpected,
noting that Kerala had been
witnessing continuous rain-
fall activity and “accumula-
tionof rainfall” wasan impor-
tant factor behind landslides.
Acting on prior warnings
has, invariably, been a prob-

lem with experts ‘pointing

out that agencies continue
to ‘work in isolation and it
becomes an obstacle in tak-
ing preventive measures.
Asked about the problem,
Madhavan Rajeevan former
secretary of ministryof earth
sciences, said, “As far as natu-
ral disasters are concerned,
different agencies have differ-
ent mandates. For example,
IMD provides rainfall warn-
ing but Geologlcal Survey of

‘India gives landshdes warn-

ing and Central Water Com-
mission glves alertson floods.
My point is all these institu-
tions should work together
onanoperational basis.”
Rajeevan, vice-chancellor
of Bengaluru’s Atria Universi-
ty, told TOI that India needs
“multi-institutional  frame-
work for developing robust
landslide prediction systems”.
He said, “We know the science
of landslides well. We need to
convert it into good services.”
In the backdrop of inci-
dents in Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, where over
a dozen were Killed after sepa-.
rate incidents of extremely
heavy rainfall, Mohapatra
said warnings like Kerala
were in place for both states,
but it is difficult to ascertainat
this juncture whether Hima-
chal experienced cloudbursts




A building washed away by floods in KuIlu sMalana dram on Thursi ay

Gaurav.Talwar
@timesofindia.com

‘Dehradun: As many as 16

people were killed and six se-
riously injured after flash-
floods and landslides trig-
gered by “heavy to very heavy
rainf:

intervening night of Wednes-
day and Thursday. :

Kedarnath valley re-
mained completely cut off fol-
lowingalandslidenear Bhimb-
hali on the trek route, leaving
nearly 450 people stranded,
while the Kedarnath highway
was washed away between
Sonprayag and Gaurikund. As
a result, the Char Dham yatra
tothe shrine was halted.

A statement from the
chief minister’s office said,
“Due to landslides at many
places on the Kedarnath
trekking route, the yatra has

been stopped for the time be-

ing in view of the pilgrims’
safety.” According to sourc-
es, Indian Air Force will join
ongoing rescue operations at
Kedarnath starting Friday.
SDRF commandant Mani-
kant Mishra said, “About 425
people stranded in Bhimbali,
Rambara, Lincholi along Ke-
darnath yatra route were air-

. lifted. Almost 1,100 people st-

randed between Sonprayag

and Bhimbali were shifted to

a safer place via an alterna-
tiveroute.”

(With inputsfrom Kalyan

Das, Tapan Susheel &

Yogesh Nagarkoti)

” wreaked havoc in |
parts of Uttarakhand in the

CIoudbursts
flash floods
hit HP; 4 killed,
no trace of 49

Kullu: In almost a repeat of
last year’s monsoon, cloud-
bursts, floods, flash floods'
and landslides rained devas-
tation Thursday on Himachal

Pradesh, leaving at least four

people dead and 49 missing,
reports Rohit Mullick.
Apart from this, scores of*
houses and hydro projects
were damaged-and several vi
talroads, including the Chan:
digarh-Manali and Manali
Leh highway, were blocked
Three of the deaths occurrec
in Mandi and one in Kullu.
The cloudbursts in Kullu,
Mandi and Shimla districts
triggered flash floods, caus-
ing huge damage. Officials
said the toll couldrise.
. Kullu and Mandi district
authorities shut schools till
Aug 2. CM Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu held an emergency,
meeting on Thursday to re-
view the situation. In Kullu, &
cloudburst in the upper Mala-
na glen of Parvati valley trig-
gered a flash flood in the Mala-
na rivulet, damaging hydro-
electric project sites. As many
as35people,mosﬂyemployees,
trapped in the Malana hydro
project (Stage 1) were rescued
by NDRF teamsand police.
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A day of rain exceeds record of entire Augin 122,23

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com
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“‘New Delhi: One day of rain
measured at 107.6 mm was
more than the precipitation

recorded in the entire month
of Aug in the past two-

years. While the city’s base
weather station, Safdarjung,
recorded 91.8mm and 41.6mm
of rainfall in entire August
2023 and Aug 2022, respective-
ly, it logged 107.6mm rainfall
in 24 hours till 8.30am
on Thursday. The normal av-
erage for Aug in India Meteo-
rological Department’s data
is233.1mm.

Several other stations in
Delhi-NCR also recorded
over 100mm of rainfall till
8.30am on Thursday in the
most widespread spell of hea-
vy rain this season. SPS May-
ur Vihar in east Delhi logged
147.5mm, Noida Sector 62
145mm, Gurgaon 119.5mm,
Najafgarh in southwest Delhi
113mm, Safdarjung 107.6mm,
Lodhi Road in central Delhi
107.5mm and Delhi Universi-
ty in north Delhi, 104.5mm in
the24-hour period. :

Some other areas saw hea-
vy rain, among them Pusa
where 86mm of precipitation
was  recorded, Ayanagar
71.4mm, Jagdishpur KVK (So-
nipat) 69mm and Palam
68mm in the same period.

This was the second time
this season when Delhi saw
widespread rainfall. On June
28, when the monsoons arri-
ved in thecity, Safdarjunglog-
ged 228.1mm of precipitation.
Three other weather stations
— Lodhi Road, Ridge and Pa-
lam —also reported rainfall
of over100mm.

YELLOW ALERT I
FOR TODAY

» A day of rainfall at 108mm was more

than the precipitation recorded in entire
Aug in past two years

» No rain was recorded from 8.30am to

5.30pm on Thursday, except for Pitampura
which saw very light rainfalf of 0.5mm

» Maximum temperature dnpped from 37.8°C
on Wednesday to 33.4°C on Thursday

» Minimum temperature drop ed from 30.4°C
on Wednesday to 24.3°C

Rainfall over

REASON
Monsoon
trough came
closer to
Delhi

Station mmﬂw Rainfall
1. Mayur Vihar (East eihi) (R 147.5
2. Noida (Sec-m_ 145

Aug 1,2024

3. Gurgaon
4. Najafgarh (South West Delhi) S0
5, Ridge (North)w 113
6, Safdarjung (Delhi's base station) m 107.6
: 7. Lodhi Road (central) &
#. Delhi University (North) &
9, Pusa (New Delhi) %

mmu. INTENSITY
! Terminology
11 .lagdlshpur KVK (Sonipat) - (Rainfall r::tge_ll;am“m)
m oy Mt o
1;. Palam (South West) 68 thrace 20y
63 g Lightrainfall
(25-155)
+ Moderate rainfall
(15.6-64.4)
% Heavy rainfall
lT. NCAP University (Gurgaon, (64.5-115.5) ;
Liahtt R ' ¢ ; : 18. KV2 Air Force (Hindon (0115 et rainfall
ight to moderate rain * | Light rain or 19, Narela (North .6-204.
ol ‘ 1 e ! A h
or thundershowers | thunderstorm expected 20, KV Naraina (South st Extre:(tgyzo:g;y

| from August3to 5

Iikely on Friday

Photo: Jatin Kumar |

i en63

wever, no rainfall was recor
ded from 8.30am to 5.30pm rainof 0.5mm.

Since themonsoontrough an intense spell of rain with
came close to Delhi on Wed- partsof thecity experiencing
nesday, the region witnessed extremely heavy rainfall. Ho- on Thursday, except for Pi-

tampura which saw very llght

IMD has issued a yellow

alert for light to moderate
showers on Friday. Naresh |
Kumar, scientist, IMD, said, |
“The monsoon trough oscilla- |
ted marginally on Thursday ‘
Light to moderate rain is lik- \
elyon Friday.”

‘Wednesday’s rain caused )
the mercury to dip. The maxi- |
mum temperature on Thurs- |
dayfell4.4degreesto33.4 deg-
rees Celsius, a degree below

| normal. The minimum tem- |

perature also dipped from |
30.4 degrees on Wednesday to
24,3 degrees, three below nor-
Qnal on Thursday. The relati-
nidity oscillated betwe- |
and100%.

The air quality index also

: improved on Thursday to 64 |

from the 96 a day earlier. With |
rain helping to wash out the
pollutants, the air quality
was in the ‘satisfactory’ cate-
gory. It is likely to deteriorate
to the ‘moderate’ category
on Saturday.

- The Met department has
forecast light to moderate
rain on Saturday that may
cause minor traffic disrup-
tion and water accumulation
in low-lying areas and on ro-
ads. “Checkfor traffic conges-
tion on your route before
leaving for your destination.
Follow any traffic advisories
that are issued in this regard.
Avoid going to areas that
regularly suffer waterlog-
ging,” said IMD.

Rain intensity is likely to
reduce from Saturday. The
Met department has predic-
ted light rain or thunders-
torms from Aug 3 to 5
and sdid the maximum tem-
peratureislikelytobearound |
35 degrees Celsius over the
nextfew days.
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Man vs Wild: Family spends mght in company of ]umbos;

lbyear-oldstudent'sstorypredlcﬁngan impendingmgedy 3
turned prophetic when the landslide hit Wayanad, sweeping

Iﬂm.lm@timesofmdia.com

Meppad:: Sujatha Aninan- &

chiraand herfamily’s escape
from the deathly embrace of
the landslide that flattened
their home early Tuesday
would in itself rank as a sto-
ry of survival against all
odds. Throw in a trio of jum-
bosinthewild—atuskerand
two female elephants — and
you have an almost implau-
sibletale of life and death.
But that is exactly what
Sujatha,  her  husband,
daughter and two grandchil-
dren encountered moments
after extricating themselves
from the rubble of what was
their home at Chooralmala.
The family climbed up a
nearby hillock to find a safe
spot, only to find themselves
facing the elephant trio half a
metre away. “It was pitch dark,
" butthetusker standingnearby

Rescue crews scour mud-caked villages in Mundakkai for survivors

- away Vellarmala govt school and claiming several lives. The story,

written by Laya AS for the school’s digital magazine, eerily mirrored

~ thereal-life disaster that unfolded early Monday, reports Nijeesh

Narayanan. In the story, titled ‘Agrahathinte Duranubhavam’

(The Tragedy of Desire), Laya narrates the taleoftwogirls —
Alamkrutha and Anaswra — who are warned by a talking bird to
flee from their village as a great danger approaches This fictional
warning became atragic reality. Laya’s father, Lenin, lost his life
inthe disaster while trying to save his family, méludmg Laya,who
is a Class 8 student. The magazine named Vellaram Kallukal was
recently released and contains 16 pieces of student writing
highlighting the scenic beauty of Mundakkai and Chooralmala.

was hard to miss. The animal
seemed terrified, too. I mum-
bled a prayer to the jumbo, say-
ing we’d survived a disaster
and asked it to spare us as we
lay down for the night and
awaited rescue,” said Sujatha
atarelief camp in Meppadi.
“We were so close to the
tusker’s legs, but it seemed to

understand ourpredicament.

' We stayed there till 6am, and

the elephants stood alongside
till we were rescued. I saw
the tusker’s eyes welling up
asthedawn broke,” she said.
Monday night, it was rain-
ing heavily. I heard a huge
noisearound1.30 am, followed
by a gush of water entering

our house,” she said. The fam-
ily feared the worst as logs

‘dragged down by thelandslide

rammed into walls of their

house, along with debris from

destroyed dwellings nearby.
“Thehouseroof collapsed,

leavingmydaughterinjured.I

removebricksfrom a walland
stepped out,” she recounted.

* “We managed to get out
and waded through the gush-
ing waters, crawled up the
hillock behind our house,
and took shelter in a coffee
plantation,” Sujatha added.
Little did they know that
a night of terror would end
withaglimmerof hopeinthe
company of wild elephants,
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~ THEGOOD, THE BAD AND THEUGLY _

* Adayafter heawy ain Tashed Delh the city witnessed a are occurféﬂce — clear, blue skies. But the joy came ata cost. A portion of a school building collapsed d in Daryaganj while a road caved in at Hauz Khas

Photos: Rajesh N Kuma
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Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The heavy
downpour on Wednesday

evening didn’t lead to water-
loggingonly atITO and Tilak
- Bridge, leaving hapless com-
muters in misery for hours
on the roads. Some of the
other usual suspects — Zak-
hira and Pul Prahladpur un-
derpasses, Ring Road stretch
near Nigambodh ghat, and
Pragati Maidan tunnel — al-
so witnessed flooding, resul-
ting in complete chaos on
these stretches.
According to officials, the
pumps placed at these loca-
tions were insufficient to

handle the amount of rain-

-water. Therefore, thespotsre-

mained flooded for a few ho-
urs, putting them out of use.
During last year’s floods,
when the Yamuna had swel-
led, two spots on the Ring Ro-
ad stretch between Kashme-
re Gate and ITO had witnes-
sed heavy waterlogging —
one, just where the IP flyover
ends, where any congestion

has'a direct impact on ITO,

and the other one at the Rajg-
hat trafficsignal.

On Wednesday, the story
was no different. Both stret-
ches saw flooding, slowing
down vehicles to a crawl.

According to the PWD
control room, water also col-

Od

Road outside Bharat Mandapam was flooded on Wednesday

ladpur, |

/oX/RoiH

Pul Prahladpur under-
3 ne of the critlcal po-

_ chand underpasses Were wa-
terlogged on Wednesday, put-
- ting south Delhi areas out of
gear. This is the second time

lected at Zakhira and Pul
Prahladpur, although the
traffic kept moving. Howe-
ver, both spots have been

| derpass has been flooded.
The stretch is notorious
for getting waterlogged every
monsoon, causinginconveni-
ence to commuters. During

identified as ‘hotspots’ and
are prone to waterlogging,
meaning they require more
attention from authorities.

in a month that Zakhira un-

it’s Woeful =25 usual

monsoon, waste ﬁ'om tempo- ‘
built by

closed from Mathura M
Security guards claimed the-
re was waterlogging, which
was denied by PWD officials.
“A comprehensive drai-
nage master plan for Delhi
will provide a lasting solu-
tion. The process is under-
way,” said aPWD official. ‘
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irsts in Himachal Pradesh,
where rains washed away key
public infrastructure, mcluding

parts of the

b

’W;mmgeswathesof
Delhi were inundated on July 31,  inline
‘ijustweramanﬂwfﬁeraﬁmﬂ@ hi
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Hindustan Timed

Overthepaschmhewf

showers also lashed Rajasthan,
where four people were killed,
Delhi, which reported six deathsin
rain-related incidents, Gurugram,
where three people were electro-
cuted, and Noida, where two died
inahouse

The India Meteoroioglcal
Department (IMD) on Thursday
warned thata reprieve may not be
forthcoming, with north India pre-
dicted to receive rain for atleast five
more days. It issued a red alert for
Himachal Pradesh, warning Kan-
gra, Kullu and Mandi districts of
strong spells of rain on Friday.

Crucially, severe rain in Hima-
chal Pradesh in July last year trig-
gered a domino effect that engulfed
parts of Punjab and Haryana, and
eventuallyled to the Yamuna river
swelling in Delhi and swallowing
vast swathes of its banks in the Cap-
ital's worst floods ever. To be sure,

On Thursday, the Himachal Pra-
desh emergency operation centre
saidmestatempmmdcloudm:sts
in Kullu, Padhar in Mandi and
Rampur in Shimla districts.

A cloudburst near Shrikhand
Mahadev, Kullu, on Wednesday
mghtmggeredﬂashﬂoodsmSar—
para, Ganvi and Kurban drain,
which in turn fed the larger Samej
Khud drains in Rampur, killing two
people and leaving about 30 miss-
ing, said Shimla superintendent of
police (SP) Sanjeev Kumar Gandhi.

The showers pushed up levels of
the Parvati and Beas rivers in Kully,
sending sheets of water roaring
downstream. Landslides also

Kullu deputy commissioner
Torul S Raveesh also said a breach
was reported in the Malana Dam,
but assured that the situation “is
under control.”

Sukhu convened an emergency

expechedhﬂrene;dﬂﬁlmn‘s.'l‘he
DC (district commissioner), SDRF,
and NDRF teams have reached the
spot. I have also spoken to the

Union home minister (Amit said: °

ay, nearly

of 9.3mm. Shimla, Kullu
[ " d repormdanexcess of
§ ﬁmmﬂmndrecelvedysmm
of rain in 24 hours till 8.30am on
Thursday, but much of this was
concentrated in Haridwar and
Dehradun.

Sharp showers began lashing
the state around 8pm on Wednes-
day. Asﬂaewatergusheddown
stream, water levels in the Ala-
lummhriverr{udraprayagbegm
shot upt01,974.6mat10pm, justa
metre short of the warning level.

The local Met office said Deh-

Dimm visited Jakhanyali village
and met families of those killed.

Authorities rescued more than
1,500 pilgrims stranded on the
Kedarnath route.

Tarkeshwar Singh, a pilgrim
from Nepal said, “I left for Kedar-
nath Dham from Gaurikund on
Wednesday. But,, I stopped because

- it started raining heavily and was

stranded. I was rescued by an
NDRF team that arrived in the
morning”.

WAYANAD TOLL

labourer personified the human
cost of the disaster — losing 26
members of his family, 16 of them
still missing.

“The river was constantly ris-
ing. I told my wife and three chil-
dren to pack some clothes and
headed to a relative’s home five
kilometres away. One of my rela-
tives was also undergoing a sur-
gery so 1 left for the hospital... In
all, we have found 10 bodies. There

arel6moreto go, he said.

Days of ceaseless rain precipi-
tated two landslides within three
hours in Wayanad early on Tues-
day, wiping out most of Mundak-
kai and Chooralmala vﬂhg&s. deci-
mating publicinfrastructure in the
remote villages nestled in the
Western Ghats.

Authorities said they were not
expecting any more survivors and
were focussing on retrieving the
bodies. There was no information
on the number of tea-plantation
workers staying in makeshift
houses made of clay, wood and tin -
thatwer;em}ewlythttenedby

cM Vijayan who visited the
landslide site on Thursday and
chaired an all-party meetings at
ﬂiedistrucolledmateml(alpm
- army has dﬁg@

wdedﬁnop&aumormeamy

03 /08 Jaca\

; has informed the government that

all those, who could be rescued
from the landslide site, have been
brough_t to safety. No one else is

remaining.

He added that the government
will now focus on rehabilitating
those affected. “Rehabilitation
work will be done at the earliest.
The most important thing is giving
psychological support to the survi-
vors. We have to avoid the spread
of an epidemic,” he said after the
meeting.

Vijayan said the rescue efforts
were likely to continue given the
scale of the disaster. “This rescue
attempt is not something that can
be resolved in a short period of
time. As of now, 12 ministers are
camping in Wayanad. Now the all-
party meeting has decided that
four ministers will camp here to
coordinate the rescue operations,”
Vijayan said, adding that revenue
minister K Rajan, forest minister
AK Saseendran, PWD and tourism
minister PA Mohamed Riyas, and
SC/ST department minister O R
Kelu will camp in the district.

Former Wayanad MP Rahul

and Congress'’s candidate for the
bypoll to the seat Pnyanka, £)

reached Chooralmala do;
translucent blue raincoats an
were briefed by officials about the
rescue operations.

“Thisis a huge tragedy... Today I

feel how I felt when my father

died. Here, people have not lost
just a father, they have lost their
brothers, sister, parents and their
entire families. We should all
stand with them,” Rahul said.

He added that the tragedy
should be declared a natural disas-
ter considering the scale of devas-
tation. “Let’s see what the govern-
ment says. This is not the time to
talk about political issues. People
require help here. They are in
shock and they require medical
assistance,” he said.

Priyanka said the pain people
were experiencing was unimagin-
able. “We are here to help them
and to give as much support and
comfortas we can.” she said.

US President Joe Biden and
Russian President Vladimir Putin
extended their condolences over

the tragedy. * Ourprayersarevglth,

the victims of this tragic event, and

we mourn with the families who
havelostloved ones,” Biden said in
astatement. ~

- The Russian Embassy in India
ina post on X said: “President of
#Russia Vladimir Putin senta con-
dolence message to President of
#India Droupadi Murmu & Prime

_ Minister of India Narendra Modi.

over the tragic consequences of
-the landslides in #Kerala.”



' éﬁv;kﬂmm 200 peo-
ple in Wayanad of Kerala,

and intense spells batter-

ing Uttarakhand and Hima-
chal Pradesh, the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD) has forecast above-
normal rain in August and
September.

August, the second rai-
| niest monsoon month, is
expected to receive normal
rainfall, and September
more rainfall than the aver-
* age 17 cm every year if the
IMD forecast of an “above-
normal second half” of the

rain-triggered land- .

Knee-deep in trouble: Autorickshaws struggle to negotiate
a waterlogged road in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

IMONsoon comes true.
“The rainfall averaged
over the entire country
from August to September
is likely to be above normal

(>106% of the Long Period
Average (LPA),” the agency
said in a statement on
Thursday.

In recent years, rainfall

has been increasing in Sep-

tember and this could
damage standing crops.
“Our weather models
suggest that La Nina or La-
Nina-like conditions are
likely to develop towards

the end of August. So this

could mean more rain in
September [than normal],”
said Mrutyunjay Mohapa-
tra, Director-General, IMD.

Unusually heavy rain in
September and October,
when the monsoon official-
ly retreats, can alter winter
sowing and spike air pollu-
tion in northern India

July, the rainiest mon- ert. Following that on Jul

~ 30 early morning, we is

soon month, recorded
30.5 cm of rainfall when

averaged across the cour
try, or nearly 9% mor
than normal. This is in lin
with the agency’s forecas
on Thursday, when it sai
that rain during the mont|
would be “above normal’
meaning 6% or more tha
usual.

Indications that Keral
would receive very heav

‘rain were issued beginnin

July 29, Mr. Mohapatr
said. “We issued an orang
alert on the 29th, ‘which i
a sign to authorities to tak
preparatory action. State
should not wait for ared a

sued a red alert,” he said.



4 dead as cloudbursts,

ds wreak

havoc Himachal

49 missing in the State; Chief Minister urges people to stay away from
rivers; PM directs officials to ensure all possible assistance to affected

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

our people were
killed and 49 mis-
sing following multi-
ple incidents of cloudburst
in Shimla, Mandi, and Kul-

lu districts of Himachal

Pradesh, where torrential

rain has left several rivers.

| inaspate. . )

According to the State’s
. Emergency Operation
. Centre, one person was in-
 jured and nine people
- were stranded at different
places following incessant
rain in different parts of
the State.

Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu, who con-
vened a meeting with go-
vernment officers to take
stock of the situation in
Shimla, said, “Search and
rescue operations are un-
der way, and all resources
have been pressed into ac-
tion. We have sought help
from the Army and Air
Force. The State has suf-
fered a huge loss.”

“There’s a possibility of
heavy rain based on weath-
er department forecast
during the next 36 hours
‘[Friday morning]. I appeal
to people to stay away from

rivers and rivulets,” he

said. ‘
Thirty-three people

went missing after a cloud-
burst led to a flash flood in

* kythe Samej area, near Jhakri
- hydro project (Rampur), in

~ Shimla district in the early:

Heavy speli: A view of a flood-like situation arising after the water

level of the Beas rose in heavy rain, in Mandi on Thursday. AN

Mkilledas
heavy rain lashes
Uttarakhand

DEHRADUN

* Fourteen people died and 10

were injured in heavy rain that
triggered flooding and a house
collapse as rivers swelled in
Uttarakhand, officials said here
on Thursday. They said that
the Kedarnath Yatra was

suspended amid the inclement

weather conditions as the
heavy downpour triggered.
landslides at many places. rni

hours of Thursday. Seven

persons went missing and

three died near Tikkan
Thalukot village in Mandi

district. At Jaon village in
* Kullu district, one person

was killed and nine people
went missing, while 11

houses were washed away .
by the gushing waters,

which also damaged two
bridges.

A flash flood was report-
ed at Malana village in Kul-
lu. Nine persons were

-stranded near Charuru vil-

lage in Kullu as water in the
Beas swelled. A
The National Disaster
Response Force, State Dis-
aster Response Force,; State
Police, Home Guard, and
fire service teams and ad-
ministration officials have
been deployed for search
and rescue operations.

Shah assures help :
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been monitoring
the situation in Mandi. He
has asked top officials to
ensure all possible assis-
tance to the affected,
sources said. ,

Home Minister Amit
Shah also spoke to Mr. Suk-
hu and assured him of all
help from the Centre.
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Aftercloud burst, Himachal braces for floods
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Partol s hulldn;mlhpmdh Iidh:;pmpltnn llrrlud,ga overa wnﬂenﬂensﬂwcr in Mandi;: NDRF uﬂ!‘ciulsdunnga rescue nperatlun in lht‘SH.IttEj' Khad ufﬂnmpur areain hhunln. on Thursday.
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