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AP, Telangana

leave thousands homeless

The Hindu Burea
VIJAYAWADA/HYDERABAD

A respite in rain on Mon-
day helped the govern-
ments of the two Telugu
States — Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana — take up
relief operations after in-
cessant rain caused heavy
damage to road and rail in-
frastructure and left thou-
sands homeless after their
houses were inundated. In
Andhra Pradesh, the death
toll was 17 in NTR, Guntur

and Prakasam districts. -

Three persons were re-
ported missing in NTRs

i

Telangana Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, who
toured the flood-affected
districts of Nalgonda and
Khammam, said the go-
vernment has decided to
set up a State Disaster Res-
ponse Force (SDRF) to
tackle emergency situa-
tions like floods in the fu-
ture. The government de-
cided to enhance ex-gratia
for families of those who
died due to floods from 4
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Rain fury: Flood-affected families moving to safer places in Sitara

Centre area in Vijayawada on Monday. G.N. RAO

lakh to %5 lakh each, and
for milch animals to
¥50,000 from the existing
£30,000 and for sheep and
goats to ¥5,000 each from
Z3,000. The Chief Minister
also announced an interim
relief of ¥10,000 each to
the flood-affected families.
The IMD has issued a yel-
low alert in 10 districts of
Telangana for Tuesday.
Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu |

Naidu visited the affected
areas in Vijayawada well

past midnight and was on
the field till about 3 a.m. on
Monday, and again took to
the floodwaters in a boat a
few. hours later. He spoke
to the people who were
stuck in their houses
amidst several feet of swir-
ling water that gushed
from the Krishna River and
Budameru rivulet, and
handed over food to some
of the victims.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE12

Floods in A.P, Telangana

leave thousands 'homeless

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Mr. Naidu
over phone and assured him of all possible sup-
port from the Central government. The Union -
Home Ministry dispatched eight NDRF teams that -
worked alongside the SDRF and the police. Mr.
Naidu wanted the floods to be declared as a na-
tional calamity. » kel

' Some areas in Vijayawada city.resembled rivers
as boats moved stranded people to safety.

six helicopters airlifted food and other essen-

tials to the flood victims and more than 110 boats
were involved in shifting people to safety. The
boats were brought in trucks from the neighbour-
ing districts and several cranes and earthmovers
were deployed.
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35killed in T'gana, Andhra as

rains continue to wreak havoc

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
Ietters@hh\d_ustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: Unprecedented
rainfall and floods in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh over the past
three days have killed 35 people,
battered roads and rail tracks, sub-
merged thousands of acres of
crops and left people scrambling
for essentials, as agencies engaged
in relief and rescue operations and
the chief ministers of the two
states stepped up efforts to tackle
the situation.

Sixteen people were killed in
~ rain-related incidents in Telan-
~ gana and 19 in neighbouring
- Andhra Pradesh, as continuous
downpour since Saturday caused
bya depression in the Bay of Ben-
gal disrupted normal life in the
two southern states. The India
Meteorological Department has
predicted more rainfall in some
parts of both states on Tuesday.

In Telangana, incessant rainfall
caused inundation of low-lying
areas; damage to agricultural
crops and disruption of the state’s
rail and road links with neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh.

The Revanth Reddy govern-
ment in Telangana has put the
damage at ¥5,000 crore as per pre-
liminary estimates and sought an
immediate assistance of 32,000
crore from the Centre. State infor-
mation technology and industries
minister D Sridhar Babu told
reporters that the actual extent of
damage was being estimated and
the government would soon come
out with full details.

The MeT office said the state
received more heavy rains than
normal and also predicted heavy
rains in Adilabad, Nizamabad and
Nirmal districts on Tuesday.
Heavy rain is also very likely to
occur at isolated places in
Komaram Bheem Asifabad, Jag-

tial, Sangareddy, Medak and:

Kamareddy districts till 8.30 am
on Tuesday, the weather body said.

In view of the forecast, chief
minister Reddy directed the collec-
tors and other officials of these dis-

 trictsto be alert and shift the peo-

ple in low-lying areas to relief
camps, if necessary.

urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
visit the rain-hit areas and to
declare the floods as a national
calamity. In a statement, he
announced a compensation of 35
lakh for the kin of each of the

deceased. While 16 deaths were .

confirmed, five people continued
to remain missing at the time of fil-
ing this report.

In neighbouring Andhra Pra-
desh, as many as 19 people have
died in various rain-related inci-
dents in the past three days, the
state government said on Monday.

Officials said nearly 450,000
people have been affected by the
rainfall and floods in the state,
leading to the evacuation of 31,238
people t0 166 relief camps.

The most affected districts
included NTR, Guntur, Krishna,
Elury, Palnadu, Bapatla and Prak-
asam. Twenty teams of the State
Disaster Response Force and 19
National Disaster Response Force
are engaged in relief and rescue
operations, the officials said.

Chief minister N Chandrababu
Naidu visited the flood-hit areas.
“Visited flood-affected areas in
Vijayawada for the second day. I
personally monitored the relief
being extended to flood victims...,”
he said on X, adding: “Safety of the
people is our responsibility. We
are putting in all efforts to relieve
them as soon as possible from this
unexpected calamity.”

Following a request from the
Guntur and NTR district adminis-
trations, the Indian Navy agreed to
deploy two choppers for search
and rescue operations in the
affected areas, the officials said.

Meanwhile, Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
urged Congress leaders and work-
ers to mobilise all available resour-
ces to support the ongoing relief
and rescue efforts in the two states,
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' - (With PTI inputs)

People wade through waterlogged roads in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, on Monday.

Two killed, 1 injured in
Vaishno Devi landslide

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: Two women pilgrims
were killed and a five-year-old girl
was injured in a landslide on the
new yatra track to the Vaishno
Devi shrine in Reasi district of
Jammu & Kashmir on Monday,
officials said.

Thelandslide, the officials said,
hit the new Himkoti track near
Panchi, three kilometres ahead of
Bhawan, at 2.35pm, prompting
authorities to briefly close the
route and suspend helicopter ser-
vices in the area. The pilgrimage to
the shrine atop Trikuta hills con-
tinued through the traditional
Sanjichhat route, the officials said.

“Theyatra on the Himkoti track
was disrupted owing to the land-
slide amid rainfall over the past
few days. Disaster management
teams of the board are present at
the spot for rescue and relief. The
yatra, however, continues uninter-
rupted on the old Sanjhichatt

track,” Anshul Garg, chief execu-
tive officer of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, said.

Officials said the pilgrims were
heading for the shrine when they
got trapped under a tin shed fol-
lowing the landslide.

L Prasad, whose granddaughter
was injured, said they were taking
abreak from trekking to the shrine

- when police started clearing the

track due toa monkey scare. “Sud-
denly, there was a landslide and
the debris fell on a tin shed, which
collapsed,” he said. His grand-
daughter, Sanvi, has been admit-
ted to Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Nar-
ayana Superspeciality Hospital.

Reasi deputy commissioner
Vishesh Paul Mahajan confirmed
the deaths, and said senior police
and civil administration officers
were sent to the spot to take stock
of the situation. J&K LG Manoj
Sinha expressed grief over the
deaths and announced a compen-
sation of 35 lakh for the kin of each
of the deceased.

REUTERS

4 DEAD AS HEAVY
RAINFALL LASHES
MARATHWADA

CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJINAGAR:
Heavy rains lashed Mara-
thwada region of Maharashtra
for 24 hours ending at 9am on
Monday, with Pathri village in

Parbhani district recording the |

highest rainfall of 314 mm, leav-
ing four people dead and affect-
ing normal life in rural areas,
officials said.

The wet spells affected peo-
ple in at least 63 villages, dam-
aging some houses and crops on
45 hectares of land, as per a pre-
liminary assessment by revenue
authorities.

“At least four people and 88
animals lost their lives on Sep-
tember 1 amid rains. Twenty-
nine pucca and 135 kuccha
houses suffered damage. Simi-
larly, crops on 45.20 hectares of
land belonging to 74 farmers
from 18 villages were also
affected,” officials said.

The heavy rains also caused
the submergence of a bridge
connecting Hingoli and Sen-
gaon villages. HTC
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54 Marooned
People Rescued
From Hingoli .

Times News NETWORK

Sambhajinagar: As unprece-
dented widespread showers
lashed parts of Marathwada,
Maharashtra,especia]lyParb—
hani (138mm), Hingoli (134),
and Jalna (111) districts, in 24
hours ending Monday morn-
ing, the region reported at
least five rain-related deaths.
“An 18-month-old child from
Kannad was among those who

died. Rescue and evacuation

'Operations were initiated with
helpof Army andothers.

In Hingoli around 54 peo-
ple, including 40 farmers,
were stranded in floodwaters
overnight in Devjana village
of Kalamnuri taluka. They
were rescued by Monday af-
ternoon. “One 38-year-old
farmer from Tembhurni vil-
lage of Basmath taluka was
swept away in a gushing nul-
lah on Sunday. His body was
found 24 hours later. Though
the flood started receding by
Monday evening, SDRF
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A railway

ol i L
track gets washed away at Mahabubabad in Telangana Monday

V'myaWadafacesworstnoodinZdecades

ver40% of Vijayawada city has been inundated by the worst

floods to have hit Andhrain the last two decades, report Venu
Lanka & Srikanth Aluri. Twosu rrounding rivers, Krishna & Budameru,
have breached their banks, submerging even areas that were never
affected by floodingin the past. Torrential rains triggered by alow
pressure system have battered the cityand parts of the state for past
four days. By Sunday, the swelling Budameru river had deluged 16
divisions of Vijayawada. The situation worsened when the surging
Krishna spilled over and inundated otherareas of the city. CMN
ChandrababuNaidu’s residence onthe banks of Krishna faced the
danger of inundation as the water touched the protective wall of the
house and reached the bund road on Monday. Meanwhile, Telangana
CM Revanth Reddy urged PM Modi to immediately releaseRs 5,438
crore as temporary relief towards losses suffered by the state.

teams were kept on standby,” Marathwada also reported 88
Hingoli additional collector cattle deaths due to lightning
Khushalsingh Pardeshi said. andrain-related incidents.

03/07/ legq

hsin Marathwada
rescue op

2 pilgrims die,3 .
hurt in Vaishno
Devi landslide

sanjay Khajuria | TNN

Jammu: Two' women pil-
grims died and three others
were critically injured when
© a landslide caused an over-
head iron structure to
crash on them on the new
HimkKoti track to Vaishno De-
vi temple near Panchhi heli-
padinJammuand Kashmir’s
Katraon Monday afternoon.

“Rescue teams retrieved
the two bodies from the
landslide debris,” a shrine
board official said.

The deceased have been
identified as Sapna from Pun-
jab’s Gurdaspur and Neha
from Uttar Pradesh’s Kanpur.

“After the accident, pil-
grims’ movement on Himkoti
track has been halted. Yatra
continues  uninterrupted,”
Reasi Deputy Commissioner
Vishesh Paul Mahajan said.

On July 19, 2023, the track
was closed in view of land-
slide threats following heavy
rain breaking43-year record.
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