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‘August rainfall highest since 1926: IMD

However, the season as a whole is likely to record a“normal rainfall as was forecast in June
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

. NEW DELHI

August rainfall this year has
been the highest since 1926
with 32.7 cm — or about 27%
more than what is normal for
the month, according to data
from the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) on
Monday. In August 1926, the
rainfall nmoo:_mn was 34.8
g the normal by

IMD officials .man E&
though August rainfall was in
excess, the figure for this
year’s monsoon as a whole
were likely to be within the
department’s June forecast
of a normal (96 to 104% of
the long period average)
rainfall.

“There has been a de-
crease in rainfall across India
since the beginning of Sep-
tember. However we expect
a revival again around Sep-

| tember 17,” Mrutunjay Maha-
| patra,

Director-General,
IMD, said at a press confe-
rence on Monday.

From June to September
6, India had registered 7%
more rainfall than what is
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normal for this period:

In the normal course, the
monsoon begins its retreat
from September 15 and this
can go. on for mearly a
anr

rqﬂ.w..mmmﬁa systems

The heavy rain in August was
due to several long-lasting
low-pressure systems, or
rain-bearing winds, that

formed in the Bay of Bengal

and were vigorous enough to
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travel all the way from the
south-eastern coast up to
north-west India. “In a typi-
cal monsoon season, there
are 12-13 LPA. There were

* fewer this year, however,

there were six of them in Au-
gust and they lasted for sev-
eral days. Together that led
to several rainy days in Au-
gust,” he said. .

The surplus rain was pri-
marily in Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Karnataka,

The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

Kerala, Telangana, Chhattis-
garh and Odisha.

Climate change
Long periods of heavy rain
followed by extended dry pe-
riods are a feature of climate
change and is part of a gener-
al change in monsoon pat-
terns over India, the IMD had
previously stated.

In response to a question
from The Hindu, Mr. Maha-
patra admitted that the agen-

cy’s monthly forecasts for Ju-
ly and August were widely
off the mark, but said this
was due to “intra-seasonal”
variations and the IMD’s
shorter-term  forecast mo-
dels had anticipated spells of
heavy rain and adequately
warned authorities.

This year the IMD
launched urban flood fore-
casting services for Mumbai
and Chennai and it would ex-
tend it to Bengaluru and Kol-
kata. “We can provide these

forecasts for other cities too-

but require detailed maps of
the cities. The [four cities]
that we provided services
were extremely cooperative
and forthcoming with such
data,” said Madhavan Rajee-
van, Secretary, Earth Scienc-
es Ministry. North-West India
has seen 10% less rainfall
than what is normal; Central
India has seen a 17% surplus;
South India a 20% surplus
and Northeast India received
exactly what it normally
gets. Cooler than normal
conditions in the equatorial
Central Pacific contributed
to the increased rainfall.

IMD: Monsoon
35& won't be

msa.. rains likely
to revive soon

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Monsoon islikely
to start withdrawing from
western Rajasthan around
mid-September as is usual,

but it won't be equally swift
for other parts of the country,

Many parts of India will, in
fact, see more rainfall from
the third week of September,

' making the country see over- q
| all “normal to above normal”

T

monsoon rain during the
June-September season.
“The rainfall activity has
declinedin Septemberascom- :
pared to August, butrains will
revive in the next few days as :
fresh weather systems arede- :
veloping,” said India Meteor- :
ological Department (IMD)di-
rector general Mrutyunjay !
Mohapatra while addressing :
a press conference over the :
progress of the southwest !
(summer) monsoon which |
hasrecorded cumulativerain- :
fall of 107% of the long period
average (LPA) during the |
June 1-September 6 period. I
The summer monsoon rainfall
of 96:104% of the LPA during :
June-September period is con-
sidered normal — a key factor :
tosupport farming and overall :
ruraleconomy inthe country,  :
“Though withdrawal of :
monsoon may begin from ex- |
treme northwest of India al-
most around its normal date; :
wearestill studyingastowhen :
it’s likely to completely with-
draw from the entire country,” :
said the IMD chief while hint-
ingat the possibility of slightly !
prolonged monsoon.
‘Fullreportonwww.toi.in '
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trend over the past decade, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Monday,
emphasising that rainfall in
September is likely to range
between normal and above nor-
mal as the four-month weather
phenomenon prepares for a late

withdrawal.

Rainfall is likely to be defi-
cient at least until September 13
in most parts of the country,
including northwest and central
India, before intensifying after
September 17, according to the
IMD's extended range forecast.

Normally, withdrawal of the
monsoon begins on September
17 when the rains start reducing
across the country until a com-
plete withdrawal on October 15.

But this year, the IMD’s

extended range forecast shows
extensive and heavy rains along
the west coast between Septem-
ber 11 and 24 and then until
October 1 over several parts of
central India, with complete
withdrawal likely after October
15. An extended withdrawal
process of the monsoon has
become the norm over the past
10 years, officials say.

“We have indicated in our
weekly weather update last
week that withdrawal of mon-
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Extended monsoon likely

soon may begin from weste
parts of Rajasthan in the we
ending September 18, But we a
also expecting a low-pressu
area to develop over west-ce|
tral Bay of Bengal around th:
time,” IMD director general |
Mohapatra said.

“So, while withdrawal of th
monsoon may begin, we are sti
studying as to when it's likely t
withdraw completely. Witt
drawal is likely to be extended.
he added. B

Extended monsoon

likely this year: IMD

Rainfall is likely to be
deficient until Sept 13 in
the country, before
intensifying after Sept 17

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Monsoon rains are
likely to enjoy another extended
run this year in keeping with the
trend over the past decade, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment said Monday, emphasising
that rainfall in September is
likely to range between normal
and above normal as the four-
month weather phenomenon
prepares for a late withdrawal,
Rainfall is likely to be defi-
cientat least until September 13
in most parts of the country,
including northwest and central
India, before intensifying after
September 17, according to the

IMD's extended range forecast.
Normally, withdrawal of the

monsoon begins on September
17 when the rains start reducing
across the country until a com-
plete withdrawal on October 15,

But this year, the IMD’s
extended range forecast shows
extensive and heavy rains along
the west coast between Septem-
ber 11 and 24 and then until
October 1 over several parts of
central India, with complete

withdrawal likely after October
15. An extended withdrawal
process of the monsoon has
become the norm over the past
10 years, officials say.

“We indicated in our weather
update last week that with-
drawal of monsoon may begin

. from western parts of Rajasthan

in the week ending September
18. But we are also expecting a
low-pressure area to develop
over west-central Bay of Bengal
around that time,” IMD director
general M Mohapatra said.

“So, while withdrawal of the
monsoon may begin, we are still
studying as to when it’s likely to
withdraw completely. With-
drawal is likely to be extended,
We are expecting normal to

. above normal rain in Kerala,

Karnataka and coastal areas of
Maharashtra around and after
September 17,” he added,
According to the new mon-
Soon onset and withdrawal dates
released by the IMD in April fac-
toring in the trend of delayed
monsoon withdrawal, the nor-
mal date for the monsoon to
begin withdrawing is September
17; it withdraws completely by
October 15. The dates were Sep-
tember 1 and October 15, respec-
tively, until last year. The new
onset date is based on an analy-
sis of monsoon data from 1961 to
2019 and withdrawal date on
data from 1971 to 2019 by scien-

tists at the IMD, Pune.,

Last year the monsoon started
withdrawing on October 9,
against the normal date of Sep-
tember 1, and prolonged rains
brought a deluge in parts of
Maharashtra, Kerala and Bihar
in August when rainfall usually
reduces. Monsoon completed its
withdrawal by October 17.

“It's very difficult for us to say |
immediately when will it stop
raining completely and with-
drawal can be announced, We
are seeing a pattern of delayed
monsoon withdrawal in recent
years which needs to be investi-
gated carefully,” Mohapatra said,
adding that intra-seasonal varia-
bility of the monsoon has been
high this year with rainfall
excessive in June and deficient
in July. August recorded excess
rain by a high margin.

“This year a good monsoon
should have helped farmers and
the output must be very good.
We don't have an assessment as
to how it will impact the econ-
omy,” said M Rajeevan, secre-
tary, ministry of earth scierices,

Monsoon rains are critical
because nearly 60% of India’s net
arable land lacks irrigation and
half the population depends on
agriculture for a livelihood, With
good rains, spending by rural
consumers on manufactured
items goes up, and boosts fac- |
tory output.
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teamwillvisit Karnataka
The Deccan Chronical ( Hy¢ tomorrog\:toassessyttl'?:ra:tent
of damage caused by floods in
Central Chronical ( Bhopal parts of Karnataka in August
2 thisyear.
The team headed by K V
Pratap, joint secretary to the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
will hold a meeting with Chief

Minister B S Yediyurappa
and other senior officials on
Monday.

During the meeting, the

government is expected to  Inflowinto Tungabhadra
seek funds for the damages  reservoirhasincreased
caused during the floods. Kar-  following good spellsof

] natakahadsufferedlossesdue  raininitscatchmentareas
to heavy rainfall and flooding  inMalnad, reports DHNS
for the third consecutive year. ~ from Hosapete.
The state government has es- On Saturday, the TB
timated losses to the tune of  dam, alifeline of Kop-
Rs 4,800 crore caused dueto  pal,Ballariand Raichur
floods, according to Revenue districts, received 35,000
Minister R Ashoka. cusecs and the inflowis ex-

The team is expected to  pectedtoincreaseinnext

visit Kodagu, Belagavi and

other districts to ascertain the

damages suffered. They will National Disaster Relief Fund
also hold meetings with the forKarnataka.
Revenuedepartment officials, : -

before returningto Delhito fi- CM tomeetministers
nalisethe compensationunder  Ahead oftheupcominglegisla-

The water level in Tungabhadra dam has reached 1,632.94 feet, afew inches short of the full

reservoir level. pH PHOTO

twotothreedays. -
Asmuchas 36,000
cusecs of water wasreleased

reached1,632.94feetas

ture session on September 21,
Yediyurappa will also a hold
a meeting with his Cabinet
colleagues. The meeting, ac-
cording to sources, is expect-

Flood relief: Central team
~ tomeetCM today

Tungabhadra dam near full, flood alert sounded

level of 1,633 feet.
officials told DH, “The
creased due togood rainfall
inits catchment areas. With
theinflow expected torise
inthe nextfew days,ahuge

ed to iron out the differences
between some ministers in
‘the Cabinet, along with other
'issues. related tothe upcoming
session.



