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Iction bridge

collap ses in Bihar’s Katihar;

14th such failure since June

. Amit Bhelari
PATNA"

A bridge being constructed
- 'across the Ganga at Bakia
Sukhay i_n‘ Bihar’s Katihar
district '~ collapsed on
Thursday,  officials said.
This is the 14th instance of
bndge collapse in the State
since June. The bridge was
being constructed at a cost

of I3 crore by the Rural .

‘Works Department and
was expected to be inaugu-
rated soon.

- This project was to be
completed in 2023, but its
deadline revised to July
2024. With the construc-
tion of the bridge, the peo-

_ple of Bakia Sukhay pan-
chayat and its surrounding
areas would have had di-
rect access to Barari, block
headquarters, by road.

Residents said it had
rained continuously for the

A bridge across the Ganga
collapsed in Katihar on
Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

past two days in the area

. and the rain, coupled with

the heavy flow in the Gan-
ga, had led to the collapse.

“Due to the erosion caused
by the Ganga, two pillars of
the bridge built by the Ru-
ral Works Department, col-
lapsed. The matter is being

investigated and action

‘would be taken according-

ly,“ said Anwar Jamal, Chief
Engineer, Katihar Flood
Control Division. -

- There have been a slew
of bridge collapses in the
State in the past 30 days.
On June 22, a portion of a
bridge collapsed in Siwan
and on June 18, in Araria,
an under-construction

_ bridge had caved-in. On Ju-

ly 10, a bridge had come
crashing down at Mahishi
village in Saharsa district.
The Bihar government has
suspended at least 15 engi-
neers in connection with
the damage.

The most recent bridge
collapse also comes at the
time when a bridge in Ara-
ria district had been criti-
cised for being constructed
in the middle of an open
field, with no road connec-
tivity on either side. -
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-9 Miles in Mandi district in

the wee hours on Thursday. -

A large number of com-

- muters were left stranded
‘the disruption, caused

- heavy rainfall, led o a com-
- plete haltin the movementof

. vehicles for- apprmmatel’y

- eight hours. Thigl
Emergency response

teams, including personnel

| Authority . o Inéia
’x%glﬁ imm & be@
toclearﬁmehlgh\afay
Mandi Additional Supenn—
tendent of Police Sagar
Chander said the ‘highway

the removal of the debris. -
The highway’ stemporary
closure led to significant
delay for both commuters
and commercial trans-
porters. " However, light
vehicles were diverted to
alternative routes between -

from the National Highways -

was reopened for traffic after !

Mandi and Kullu to miti- -

The restoratlon work in progress on the Chandlgarh -Manali
hlghway at 9 Miles in Mandi on T‘hursday TRIBUNE PHOTO

ite the sruptlon the
dit 'en Psax§ i
1 vay authorlty S

quick - response ensured |
‘that the road was cleared as :

- swiftly as poss1ble, gn
imising the impact on

*&Hers;elamed officials.
Meanwhile, - the I
authorities ~ have isst
Wammgabcuttheposmblhty
of more landslides and
adverse weather conditions

- in view of the ongoing mon-‘ :

soon. They have advised

drivers to exercisé %autmn \

and stéy"updated on road
conditions before: travelhng

It isworth men that
the stretch. ‘of Chandigarh-
Manali  highway | between

led the swift actwn by
Al and the local offi-
c1als the event once again -
hlghhghted the vulnerability

Sl mfrastruc'ture to severe

weather conditions and need
for continued vxglance and
i preparedness
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