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Visakhapatnam, suburbs face rain

fury; alert for 9 Telangana districts

Life affected as many streams are overflowing: Andhra Pradesh govt. sets up control rooms to monitor the situation; officials

take up repairs of gate no. 69 of the Prakasam Barrage in Vijayawada; IMD predicts heavy rainfall in north coastal A.P.

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA/HYDERABAD

ncessant rain has been
lashing  Visakhapat-
nam city and its sub-

| urbs in ‘Andhra Pradesh

since Saturday night, caus-

| ing waterlogging and dis-

rupting life at various plac-
es on Sunday.

A report by the district
administration said that by
2 p.m. on Sunday, Bhee-
munipatnam recorded 87
mm of rainfall, followed by
Maharanipeta at 74 mm,
Seethammadhara at 72
mm, and Anandapuram at
68 mm. Padmanabham,
Gopalapatnam, Gajuwaka,
Pendurthi and a few other
areas recorded 40 mm to
60 mm. -

Boundary walls col-
lapsed at Kancharapalem

- and CBM compound, da-

maging several vehicles

parked over there and

some electric poles.

Geddas (streams) were
seen overflowing at HB Co-
lony, Isukathota, Akkayya-
palem and a few other
areas. Sanitation staff were
engaged in clearing the de-
bris in drains at many
places.

The road underbrldge at
Gnanapuram was closed
and traffic was diverted.

Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal  Corporation
(GVMC) 'Commissioner P.
Sampath Kumar asked the
officials to shift the people
residing in hilly and low-ly-
ing areas to rehabilitation
centres.

A minor landslip was re-
ported at Ramakrishna Na-

&

Submerged: A rajlway track near Vijayawada has been flooded in the heavy rain on Sunday; flood water being released from the Mahbub
Sagar Tank in Sangareddy district of Telangana on Sunday. G.N. RAO; MOHD. ARIF

gar, a hilly area in Gopala-
patnam, and the residents
were asked to vacate their
houses.  Visakhapatnam
West MLA P.G.V.R. Naidu
was monitoring the situa-
tion. The district adminis-
tration has set up control
rooms at the Collector’s of-
fice and at 11 tahsildar
offices.

Streams overflowing

All the places in Alluri Sith-

arama Raju district have al-
so been experiencing hea-
vy rain since Saturday
night. By Sunday morning,
Araku recorded over 30
mm of rainfall.

Munchingputtu, Peda-
bayalyu, Dumbriguda, Ara-
ku Valley, Ananthagiri, Hu-
kumpeta, Paderu have
been reporting incessant

rain.

With streams and ged-
das overflowing under Pad-
eru limits, Integrated Tri-
bal Development Agency

«* (ITDA) Project Officer V.

* Abhishek urged the tribal
‘people not to venture out

unless it was an
emergency.

Four gates closed
Meanwhile, Water Re-
sources Department
(WRD) officials took up re-

pairs of gate no. 69 of the
Prakasam Barrage in Vi-
jayawada. The officials
fixed a metal box to repair
the counterweight of the
gate on Saturday. It would
take another two or three
days to complete the re-
pairs.

The counterweight of
the gate broke when a boat
from upstream of the bar-
rage drifted towards it and
crashed into the gate on
September 2. In the inci-
dent, the counterweight
broke into two pieces. The
counterweight was re-
moved three days later.
The WRD officials have set
a target of completing the
repairs within a week.

- Another two boats were
stuck near the 67, 68 and
69 gates. The boats are ob-
structing the free flow of

floodwater  being  dis-
charged from the barrage.
The officials closed four
gates to take up the repairs
and to remove the boats
stuck near the gates.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
forecast very heavy rain
with extremely heavy rain
at one or two places in
north coastal Andhra Pra-
desh on Sunday and Mon-
day. NTR and Krishna dis-
tricts are also expected to
receive heavy rain on Mon-
day as the well-marked
low-pressure area over the
Bay of Bengal has concen-
trated into a depression
and lay centered at 5.30
a.m. over west-central and
adjoining northwest Bay of
Bengal, east of
Kalingapatnam.

“It is very likely to move
northwestwards towards
north Odisha-West Bengal
coast and intensify into a
deep depression during
next 24 hours,” the IMD
bulletin said.

The IMD issued an

orange alert in two district
and yellow alert in seve
districts of Telangana fc
Monday.

According to the IM
bulletin, isolated areas i
Kumaram Bheem Asifaba
and Mancherial are likel
to experience heavy to vt
ry heavy rain (orange a
ert), while heavy rain (ye
low alert) is expected i
isolated areas of Adilabac
Nirmal, Peddapalli, Jayasl

~ ankar Bhupalpally, Mul

gu, Bhadradri Kothag
dem, and Khammam.

Thunderstorms  wit
lightning and gusty winc
are likely to occur in isola
ed places across all di
tricts of Telangana. In Hy
erabad and its surroundir
areas, a generally clouc
sky is expected over th
next 24 hours, with light 1
moderate rain or thunde
storms likely. The mas
mum' and minimum ter
peratures are expected
be around 19 degrees Cel:
us and 23 degrees Celsiu
respectively.
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A.P. govt. puts
initial losses
due to rain
and floods at
36,880 crore

. The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment, in a preliminary

|
|

1 report to the Union govern-

ment, has put the losses
and damage caused by re-

% cent rain and floods in the
State at 6,880 crore.

Addressing  pressper-

sons on Saturday, Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
s du said a detailed report
would be submitted later
after a thorough assess-
s ment. “I urge the Centre to
extend its help to Andhra
Pradesh and enable it tide
over the crisis,” he said.
Mr. Naidu further said
that estimation of loses in
the flood-affected areas

would begin on Monday.

“Enumerators will go to
the shops and establish-

ments, and houses to en-

umerate the losses. Later,

the government will assess |

. the losses, and extend all

possible help to the vic-

tims.” Mr. Naidu said.
Regarding = insurance
claims, Mr. Naidu said,
“The government has re-
quested the companies to
settle the claims in one
week of receiving them.”
~ On supply of essential
commodities to the vic-
tims, he said the govern-
- ment provided rations to
66,454 people in the flood-
affected areas so far, and
the exercise would conti-
nue. As. per people’s opi-
nion, the essential com-
modities  would  be
delivered at their doorstep.
“The government will ho-
nour their opinion, though
itis ex‘pgnsive,” he said.
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‘Gujarat couple spends
‘two hours on roof of
car amid floodwaters

Press Trust of India
SABARKANTHA (GUJARAT)

A man and his wife peri-
lously spent nearly two
hours atop their nearly sub-
merged car in ariver after it
was swept away while
crossing an overflowing
causeway in Gujarat’s Sa-
barkantha district on Sun-
day, officials said.

Local fire officials res-
cued the couple after the
water level came down as
strong currents initially hin-
dered the operation at Idar
town.

The car got pushed away
for around 1.5 km from the
causeway it was attempting
to cross, almost going un-
der the water with only its
roof visible, when the Karol
river swelled to dangerous
levels, fire officer Kamal Pa-
tel said.

Courageous act
Meanwhile, the couple

" managed to get out of the
car and climb onto the roof.
They sat there for about
two hours before being res-
cued, the official said.

Crowds soon gathered
on the river banks to wit-
ness the rescue, with many
filming the car nearly sub-

" merged by swirling waters.

Initial attempts to bring
them safely failed duetoa -
strong surge of water, and
the Fire Department per-
sonnel had to wait for the
water level to come down,

Mr. Patel said.
Meanwhile, a rescue
team equipped with a boat

was called for help and it
was on its way when the
couple was safely brought
out of the water, he said.

After he and his wife
were rescued, Suresh Mis-
try said he attempted to na-
vigate the inundated cause-
way because he was
confident it was safe to
cross, having seen a vehicle
ahead of him successfully
reach the other side.

“As we were crossing,
the water rose and the cur-
rent became so strong that
our car got swept away for
about 1.5 km from the cau-
seway,” he said, adding that
he called the fire brigade
and police for help. :

Avideograb showing Suresh Mistry and his wife sitting on the roof of
their car, waiting to be rescued in Gujarat’s Sabarkantha district.
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