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No let-up in rain in Malnad;
Maha rains swell Krishna river

Vast tract of sugarcane, paddy

crops inundated in Krishna basin

BENGALURU, DHNS

nrelenting showers in

Konkan parts of Mahar-

ashtra, coupled with in-
termittent rains in catchment
areasin Karnataka, hasswelled
the water level in Krishna river
and its tributaries.

On Thursday, a whopping
1,02,000 cusecs of water was
let into downstream Krishna
from Rajapur Barrage. This
apart, close to 30,000 cusecs
was added to Krishna from
its tributary Doodhganga
river.

All seven low-lying bar-
rage-cum-bridges in Nippani
and Chikkodi taluks have
remained under water. The
swollen Markandeya river
and Bellary Nala have flood-
ed sugarcane, paddy crops
on hundreds of acres on
their banks.

The Gokak Falls has come
alive with a huge surge in the
water level in Ghataprabha.
Parts of Bagalkot, Dharwad
and Gadag districts,coming in
Malaprabha and Ghataprabha
basin, are facing flood threat.

In Uttara Kannada, there
was some respite in rain and
winds on Thursday, but the wa-
ter-level in the rivers and rivu-
letsisyettorecede. Manyvillag-

esinthedistricthaveremained
cut off owing to the overflow-
ing Gangavali, Kali and Kaneri
rivers.

On Thursday, taulks lying
on Malnad side received heavy
showers intermittently. The
veterinary hospital at Kumbar-
wadain Joida taluk suffered an
extensive damage after a huge
tree fell on it. More than 70
idols of Ganesha made for the
Chaturthi also damaged in the
incident.

Several houses were dam-
aged in the tree fall incidents,
More than 100 electricity
poles were uprooted, plung-
ing the taluk into darkness.
As much as 58,000 cusecs
was released to Kali river from
Kadradam.

Inthelast24 hours, Siddapur
recorded 20.3 cm of rain, Yel-
lapur 17.7 em, Sirsi 13.5 cm
and Joida 11.4 cm. In Dakshina
Kannada, the Netravathi river
is flowing above danger markat
several places. The bath ghatin
Dharmasthala facing threat of
submergence. Huge volume of
wateris being discharged from
Shambur, AMR and Tumbe
Kindireservoirs.

Hosanagara taluk in Shiva-
mogga continued to witness
very heavy rainfall. The taluk
recorded 192.6 mm (19 cm) in

incidents
Four people have died
in separate rain-related
incidents across the state
on Thursday. Siddaiah
(60), a cattle grazer, was
washed awayin Yettina-
hole stream in Sakleshpur
taluk, Hassan district.
A70-year-old man
died afteraportion ofhis
housewall collapsedon
himatMadapurinHD
Kote taluk on Wednesday
sleeping when the incident
occurred, Parameshwara-
ppa(38)of Jaklmnahalliin
Kadur taluk, Chikkama-
galuru, was electrocuted
athis farm while Shankar
- (26)of Andamane near
Balehonnur washed away

© inastream.

a day. Tunga reservoir is full to
the brim again. On Thursday,
65,000 cusecs of water was let
out from 12 crest gates of Gaja-
NUru reservoir.

The intensity of rain has
come down in Mysuru district,
butthe rivers continue toswell.
On Thursday, 50,600 cusecs
of water was released down-
stream from Kabini reservoir.
The Hadinaru Kalu Mantap
and Parashuram temple in
Nanjangud remain partially
submerged.

Excess Cauvery water reaches TN, filling up dams

ETB SIVAPRIVAN
CHENNAJ, DHNS

Excess water, released from

~ which was 10,000 cusecs at 8
‘am on Thursday morning, in-
creased to 22,000 cusecs at 4
pmin the evening as more wa-

~ terwasdischarged fromKabini

~ reservoir.
The water is expected to
reachmeStanleyReservmr

in Mettur on Friday. With over

ingda;

At 8 am on Thursday, the
inflow was 3,625 cusecs and
the outflow was 3,000 while

the water level stood at 64.20

feet as against the total capac-
ity of 120 feet. People living on
the banks of River Cauvery in
asked tobealert.

“The water from Biligundu-
luisexpectedtoreachtheMet-
tur dam on Friday. The dam’s
water level will increase from

Friday and the trend will con-
nmmifmmsmnmmetnpmmd
the catchment areas,” a senior
governmentofficialsaid.
The fast filling up of Mettur
damwillallowtheuninterrupt-
ed supply of water for farmers
in the Delta region, who were
able to cultivate shert-term
crop (kuruvai) in an area of
over 5 lakh acres for the first
time in about nine years. The
sluicesof the Stanley Reservoir
were opened for the first time
as scheduled in the month of
Juneafter 2011 asthe dam had
enough water. From 2012 to
2019, the dam was not opened
mﬁmemetoltssstorage

‘ Inclt weather has the rth operation
in Talacauvery where a priest and his family members are
feared to be buried in landslide. oH pHoTO

Talacauvery priest,
& kin feared buried
alive in landslide

A big chunkof
Brahmagiri Hill
slides for Skm

—
MADIKERI, DHNS

alacauvery Kshetra

chiefpriest T S Naraya-

na Achar and four of his
familymembers went missing
after a massive landslide hit
theirhouseat Brahmagirilate
on Wednesday night.

Achar, his wife Shantha,
Anandthirth, Kiran and Pa-
van, along with their house,
two cars and a few cattle
heads, are suspected to have
been buried alive under the
moundsof mudandloosesoil.

The incident came to light
inthe morning when a securi-
ty guard of the temple visited
thesite.

The landslide has left no
trace of two houses. Itis said,
the hill slid for five km. With
the landslide-hit Bhagaman-
dala-Talacauvery road having
been closed for the vehicular
movement, the NDRF per-

sonnel and the police walkec
all the wayto the site.

Theinclementweather ha:
delayed thesearchoperation

The hilly district has beer
receiving heavy tovery heav;
showersfor the past four days

Talacauvery region ha:
recorded a staggering 48 cn
(480 mm) rain in the last 2
hours (ending 8amon Thurs
day).

The flood-affected peopl
of Karadigodu, Guhya, Nel
yahudikeri, Kushalnagar an
surrounding areas have bee
evacuated to safety.

The overflowing Cauver
and Lakshmanathirthariver
have cutoffmanyvillages. Th
Madikeri-Virajpete road ha
remained out of bounds fo
traffic. With the Cauvery bz
sin receiving copious rain
the inflow into Krishnaraj
Sagara has increased cor
siderably. On Thursday, KR
dam received more tha
43,000 cusecs.

Inthelast 24hours, thew:
ter level in the dam has gon
up by 4 feet and with mor
rain forecastinitscatchmen
it will increase further in th
next fewdays.



~ CM tells district ministers

BSY announces immediate relief
of Rs 10k each to affected families

BENGALURU, DHNS

s farmland and low-ly-
ing areas in nine dis-
icts of the state were
inundated, Chief Minister B
S Yediyurappa on Thursday
directed all district-in-charge
ministers to camp in their
respective districts and mon-
itor flood measuresandrelief.
Revenue Minister R Ashoka
will travel to flood-hit regions
of Kodaguand Chikkamagalu-
ru districts on Friday, while
Housing Minister VSomanna
travelled to Kodagu on Thurs-
daynoon.
The government

an-

Kapilain

The 16-pillar Mantap (Hadinaru

nounced immediate relief of
Rs 10,000 for the families af-
fected by floods and Rs 5 lakh
compensation for completely

damaged houses. Yediyurap-

pa instructed the ministersto |

remainin their constituencies
and tour the affected areas.
“Relief distribution and other
measuresshould betakenup,”
he said, adding that ministers
were empowered to take deci-
sionsforemergency workdue
to flood relief.

The chief minister was the
only minister in the state Cab-
inet last year, when parts of
north Karnataka and Malnad
region were flooded.

inMysuru

e ebn ﬁe:(q\ap aTleglRo

Campin flood-hit districts,

Bharachukki Fallsin
heavy rain

Nanjangud ditrict. The water level in theriveris
|ncreaslnsfolluwiulnuessantrainlnmeregimnumcm

The overflowing Markandeya river has flooded vast tract of

paddy crop at Kadoli in Belagavi taluk. oH pHoTo

Yediyurappa has directed
authorities to conduct a sur-
vey regarding crop loss and
submit reports. “Daily report
on total loss must also be sub-
mitted,” he said.

Ashoka said that the threat
of flooding in the banks of riv-
er Krishnain north Karnataka

Chamarajanagar district

is back to its glory following
in the region. DH PHOTO/AVIN PRAKASHV

was less due to dam manage-
ment strategies adapted by
Karnataka and Maharashtra
governments, post the devas-
tating floods last year. Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
teams are already in Kodagu,
Udupi and Belagavi districts,
hesaid.
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'Choked drains swamp Salt Lake

SNEHALSENGUPTA

Caleutta: The rainfall was
moderate on Wednesday but
several pockets of Salt Lake
and areas off VIP Road still
witnessed waterlogging.

An official of the Bidhan-
nagar Municipal Corporation
said ' debris, leaves and

| branches had choked the rain-
water drainage channels and
gully pits, leading to flooding.
To add to the problems, the
Kestopur and the Bagjola
canals, which drain out accu-
mulated water from Salt Lake
and VIP Road, are filled to the
brim.

The Dum Dum observato-
ry of the Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department recorded
27.94mm of rain, while the Ali-
pore Met office recorded
33mm of rainfall over 24 hours
till 6.30pm on Thursday.

‘ However, the showers
proved to be enough to swamp
several roads in Salt Lake as
well as parts of VIP Road on
Thursday.

In Salt Lake, the
Karunamoyee intersection
and the Karunamoyee Hous-
ing Estate had ankle to knee-
deep water, making it tough
for motorists and pedestrians
tomove. ‘

Residents of the
Karunamoyee Housing Estate -
and EE Block said they had a
harrowing time reaching the

A man wades through a waterlogged road in ED Block of Salt Lake
on Thursday. Picture by Snehal Sengupta

nearby markets as well as
going to their workplaces.

“At least three app cabs
cancelled the ride after seeing
the water on the road leading
to my house,” said Animesh
Bhattacharya, a resident of
Karunamoyee Housing Estate
in ED Block.

. Similar scenes played out
in several other blocks, includ-
ing FA and AA Blocks.

Several places along VIP
Road, such as Chinar Park,
were flooded on Thursday
morning.

Residents of housing com-

plexes like Sriram Nagar and

Space Town had a harrowing
time reaching VIP Road or the
Chinar Park crossing. “Every

time it rains, this area gets wa-
terlogged. The water doesn’t
recede even after the rain
stops,” said Shyamal Chaud-
huri, who lives in the neigh-
bourhood.

A 1km-long stretch of the
service road near the
Haldiram’s bus stop was under
knee to waist-deep water.

The Calcutta Municipal
Corporation had cleaned up
their rainwater drainage net-
work after Cyclone Amphan.
But the Bidhannagar Munici-
pal Corporation did not carry
out such an exercise.

Devashish Jana, the may-

The. Sun

oral council member in charge
of drainage at the civic body,
said the entire drainage sys-
tem in Karunamoyee needed
to be upgraded. “We will need
at least six months to upgrade
the drainage network there,”
he said.

Places along VIP Road,
Jana said, are prone to water-
logging because these are low-
lying areas. The Bidhannagar
civic body and Hidco, which
builds infrastructure in New
Town, will set up a drainage
pumping station near City
Centre II to solve the problem
of waterlogging in these areas.

Locals wade through a waterlogged street fal!owmg heavy rain in Kottayam district, Kerala. P

Expect more showers in northwest

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8
Showers over the northwest
India is expected to increase
from tomorrow with heavy to
very heavy rainfall at isolated
places over Western
lenalayan region and adjoin-
ing plains between August 9
and 11, the IMD has said.

The well marked low pres-
sure area has moved west-

i T i R el s

northwest and adjoining
northeast  Arabian  Sea
besides neighbourhood.
Monsoon trough is near to
its normal position and con-
tinues to be active. Strong
southwesterly/westerly mon-
soon flow prevailing over the
Arabian Sea and along and
off west coast is likely to con-
tinue for the next two days.
Under its influence, heavy
to very heavy rainfall with iso-

L TR T T 1 D R 3 el e ST T

likely to continue over Kerala
and Mahe during the next 24
hrs and isolated heavy tovery
heavy rainfall with isolated
extremely heavy showers like-
ly during the subsequent 24
hours. Isolated heavy to very
heavy rain is likely over
coastal and south interior
Karnataka and Tami Nadu
during next two or three
days. Rainfall activity over
north-west India is likely to- \
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‘inVijayapura district on Friday. DH PHOTO/CHANDRASHEKHAR KOLEKAR

The residents of Yadurwadi village in Chikkodi taluk of
Belagavi district are shifted to safety. o1 rHoTO

Swollen Krishna, tributaries
raise flood alarm in NK dists

1.80L cusecs of water“released

_fromAlmat_tI _reservolr

HUBBALLI/BELAGAVI/
BAGALKQTMARWAR, DHNS

inmnsrty of rains has

I ‘come down in catch-
ment areas of Mahar-
ashtraand Karnataka, butthe
River Krishna and itstributar-
ies continue to be in spate. A
flood warning has beenissued
tothevillagesand towns down-
su-eamsKnshna.Mahprabha

Knshna river and its tribu-
taries have submerged huge
tractsof farmlandsin Belagavi,
Dharwad, Bagalkotand Gadag

; dlsu'icts.Peopleandcattleon'
rivers

thebanks of
have been evacuated to safety
in the basin districts.

As much as 1,50,000
cusecs of water flowed into
the Almatti dam on Friday.
With the inflows expected to

climb further up, the dam au-

thorities let out a staggering
1,80,000 cusecs by lifting all

,%gatesfortheﬁm time this
rainseason. Thewaterlevelin

the dam, the lifeline of north
Karnataka districts, as on Au-
gust 7, was 517.95 metres as
against the full reservoir level

0f 519.60 metres.

The Sheelaballi-Hanchinal
bridge has been submerged
following the discharge of 1.83
lakh cusecs from Narayan-
apur dam. With this the link
between the island villages of
Krishna river in Lingasugur
taluk has been cut off. The
villagers have to take a 20km
detourtoreachLingasugurvia
Jaladurga bridge.

Ghataprabha, a major trib-
utary of Krishna, is flowing at
danger levels in Bagalkot dis-
trict. The swollen Markandeya
river and the discharge from

Dupadal dam have added

over 30,000 cusecs to Ghat-

aprabha, which is unleashing

its fury on l\flydhol- taluk and

"As many as 11 of the 12 bar-
rage-cum-bridges in Mudhol
taluk have gone under the

‘swollen Ghataprabha. Several

bridgesat Nandagaon, Avaradi
and Dhavaleshwar have been
submerged following which
many villages are cut off.
Good inflows into Mal-
aprabha river have bolstered
Naviluthirtha dam. The out-
flow from the dam in Belagavi

districtis posing a flood threat
- Devalamakki GP limits. The
and villages in Dharwad and

to the downstream towns

Gadag districts. Tupparihalla
and Benne Halla streams are
wreaking havoc in Navalgund
taluk.

With Shivamogga and
Chikkamagaluru getting tor-
rential rain, the water level
in Tungabhadra has gone
up considerably. On Friday,
as much as 83,376 cusecs of

water flowed into Singatalur

barrage in Gadag district. The
same quantum of water was
released downstream Tung-
abhadra.

U-K grapples

with landslides

Meanwhile, Uttara Kannada
got some respite fromrain on
Friday, but the Malnad areas
of the district are grappling
with landslides. Mounds of

- mud and loose soil along with

treesslidat Nage villageunder

hill near Yana Bhairaveshwar
temple in Kumta taluk caved
inon Frsday
Varada river is flowing at
danger levels in Sirisi taluk.
Several bridges have been
submerged, cutting off many
illag

Meanwhile, two toddlers
sufferedinjuries at Moguruin
Dharwad taluk when a wall of
Vishwanth Kuri (2) and Yel-
lapa Kuri (4) are undergoing
treatment at Dharwaddistrict
hospital.



209 flood-prone

BENGALURU, DHNS received 28% less rain so far,

Prasad said. *

areas identified *

even as the IMD is- flows into Almatti reservoir

he Bruhat BengaluruMa-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) Clearing falien trees
hasidentified 209 flood- . # =  Prasad said that one team had
prone areas in the city, catego- @ been posted in each assembly |
j | Empmmwmwm themas mn.ﬁ_ni% nanﬂn%wnnw to clear fallen
! . (o an ersensitive. Wi | trees. The BBMP has pur-
“ ‘ &M .Y m s m & m m £ mw thethreatofflash floodsloom- chased the necessary equip-
% Pt % L M mw .m.m mmm ﬁ%ﬂ?nn@&masng& H”mnzonﬁwuan.mu%ongn
m 0= S g m mm REL L& decided to instal sensorsin fallentrees. The control room
1 e .m B .odd 8 T manymorestormwaterdrains. would immediately send the
..Glu.. b wmmmmmmmam__wmmmm Ommﬁmmﬁwwﬁamwaamﬂ. team to the spot after receiv-
_ = Q @l = E sioner anjuna rasa ing complaints. The BBMP
© = 5 m L oBT w m g88¢ £ held meetings with the engi-  AdraininKurubarahalli. The BBMPisinstallingsensors  has also opened a permanent
2 | 5< mw mm 2 m m : neersofalldepartments todis- in SWDs to get alerts about water rise. DHFILE controlroom in everyzoneand
(i S e & 0. . m cuss the city’s flood prepared- ; , atemporaryoneineachsub-di-
, v B o m MWAM m M .mkmu.m ness. Claiming thatthe BBMP ly warnings of overflowing BBMP has already spentRs15 vision, hesaid.
W { &R : o had taken the necessarysteps stormwater drainswouldhelp crore on installing radarsto ~ Prasad laid the responsibil-
7 . m. e = - m SogERE to avoid flooding, he said 28 ~theauthoritiesundertake cor- obtain real-time information ity of preventing rain-related
- : : m @M m, 2 e mm sensorswere already installed rectivemeasuresand evacuate about rainfall. The remaining  disastersatthedoorstepsofthe
7 |ﬁ\\. - & m.e m .M m.ﬂ. . W.m .M m g nﬁnﬁgsiﬁﬂnﬁg residentsfrom flood-pronear- Rs 35 B.E.ns.__:m«mvm:mgm BBMP’s zonal engineers who,
o SRR ZEE ER sages thewaterlevelrises eas. . comprehensive flood mitiga- he said, were not given put
W‘ £ .m.m .M m.m m‘,w.. .mﬂ EEY .m 8 in stormwater drains. According to Prasad, the tion plan. Engineers are al- on Covid duty. BBMP teams
{ o 5o m ! e One of the main causes of Revenue Department had ‘readyworking onit,headded. ' tasked with trimming tree
_ 2 = 00 ) iming
o [ 8- = m g mw .m, 5. flooding in Bengaluru is the sanctioned Rs 50 crore to the | Thegity received 65% more branches and clearing fallen
Hﬁ " 5 E Pm M.m £3  breaching of stormwater BBMP for preventing rainwa- | rainfa anthe normal of 185 trees will not be deployed on
8 Bu| wBo g & g 5 drains connected to the city's ter from entering low-lying ' mm in'the months of June ~ Cvid-19dutyeither, the BBMP
[ 4R M.W m.w w M g m m elaborate Iake network. Ear- and flood-prone areas. The - and July. But in August, it has - commissioner said. !
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Relentless rain, landslides pour

_ more misery on

il Augustl

MADIKERI/CHIKKAMAGALURU, |

DHNS

magiri Hills on Friday, Many

families in the hilly district

‘have been displaced due to Tal

‘The road connectivity
' ikeri and Man-

 galuruhasbeen cut offaftera

portion ofa hill cavedin on the
highway. Traffic on Madikeri-
Kushalnagarroute wasstalled
following the submergence of

Bhetri bridge. A few residen-

tialareas in Kushalnagar have
been inundated by the flood
waters of Cauvery.
Meanwhile, the hostile
weather prevented the NDRF
personnel from taking up
the search operation at the

Brahmagm Hills site where

“The Indiralayoutin Kushalnagar, Kodagu district, Is under water

the family of chief priest of
lacauvery and several cat-
tle heads were feared to have
been buried alive in heaps of
mud following a landslide on
Wednesday night.

District in-charge Minister
V Somanna on Friday took
stock of the flood situation in
Bhagamandala.

Bhagamandala recorded
a whopping 40 cm of rain
in the last 24 hours (ending
8 am on Friday). Madikeri
received 23 cm while Viraj-
pet witnessed 18 cm of rain,
The vehicular traffic on Char-
madi Ghat has been stopped
till August 11 following a few

Flood: JD(S) leaders

demand relief from

BENGALURU, DHNS

]’D(S) leaders on Fmday
- | urged the Union govern-

ment to release a special

package for the flood-hit re- ing

gionsofthestate,

In a statement, Deve Gow-
da said that a task foree, con-
sisting of the chief minister
and other Cabinet ministers,
should be formed to tack-
le flood situationin the state.
The situation is such that the
chief minister is forced to
work from the hospital after
testing positive for Covid-19.
“While the corona pandemic
is spreading in the state, peo-
ple have tosuffer floods at the
same period, unfortunately,”
hesaid.

Former chief minister H
D Kumaraswamy demanded

'thég'ommemmtakeupr&

liefand rescue operationsand
thelr llxvest' ockona w:ar--fout~

districts has unleashed fear,
District-wise special task
forces should be constituted
tomanage the flood situation.
The government must set up
care centres for those affect-
ed,”he said,

Kumaraswamy said on
one hand ithasto contain the
spread of Covid 19 while on
the other hand, ithas toman-
agefloods. Ifthe government
is not cautious enough, it will
be risking lives of people,” he
said,

-Cepfré-f."

following heavy rain on Friday. oH pHoto

landslides atseveral points on
the stretch.

People travelling to Dakshi-
na Kannada from Chikkama-
galuru have to take the Kot-
tigehara-Kalasa-Kudremukh
route ortakethe Shiradi Ghat.

With Chikkamagaluru and
Shivamoggawitnessing heavy
tovery heavyshowers, Tunga,
Bhadra, Hemavathi rivers and
many rivulets, streams and
falls have come alive.

Dakshina Kannada and
Udupi continued to receive
copious rains.

Red alert for Kodagu
There’s no let-up in rain for

four Malnad districts. The
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) has forecast

heavytoveryheavyrainfall for

Kodagu, Shivamogga, Hassan
forA e wa.rm. ng h

red alert warni as
been issued to the said dis-
tricts. The weather depart-
ment has predicted heavy
showers in coastal districts
and south interior Karnata-
ka till August 11. With wind
speeds touching 50 kmph
and high tidal waves hitting
the coast, the IMD haswarned
the fishermen not to venture
intosea.
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Heavy rain in east, south India
Eastern states such as Bihar, West Bengal, Assam saw flooding in July-end and early Aug,
whilethewestemcoast—betweenxem!aandeoa— hasseen hgavyrainsﬂl_ism

sl

Kashmir

73
Madhya Pradesh
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% OF NORMAL RAIN TILL AUGUST 7

B8 Large deficient (-99% to -60%) B Deficient (-59% to -20%)

8 Normal (-19% to 19%)
B Large émfm%pr more) ¥ Nodata

o districts

% Excess (20% to 59%)

............

KEY REGIONS HIT
ASSAM: Entire Brahmaputra
basin

BIHAR: All northern Bihar

UTTAR PRADESH: 17 districts
of eastern UP ;

GOA: North Goa

KARNATAKA: Belgavi, Udupi, | .

Hubli, Dharwad and Kodagu | ¢

districts .Y

KERALA: Wayanad, ldukki,

Malappuram, Kannur,

Kasargod and Ernakulam Wmm hom)‘ )
i m r fatalities),

. EgntraiWaﬁer Commhslop ' IMD {for rainfall data)
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= NDRF personnel carry out rescue operations at Pettimudi in Idukki district, Kochi, on Saturday.
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IMD warns of heavy rain
across northwest region

ima@‘m&ﬁ!a:mmm

NEW DELHI: India Meteb‘fblogical
Department (IMD) on Saturday
issued an orange category warn-
ing, which means disaster man-
agement authorities should be
prepared to avert any possible
disasters, for parts of northwest-
ernIndiafor Sunday and Monday
asthemonsoon troughislikely to
shift northwards and cause
heavytoveryheavyrain in Uttar-
akhand, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi, western Uttar Pradesh,
eastern Rajasthan.

Rainfall activity over north-
western Indiaislikely toincrease
from Sunday and heavy to very
heavy rainfall is expected atiso-
lated placesin the Western Hima-
layan region over the next two
days.

Extremely heavy rainscontin-
ued on Friday and Saturday in
Kerala, where a red category
warning has been issued for the
weekend. A red warningimplies
disaster managementauthorities
need to act immediately to con-
trolor prevent any rain orflood-
ing disaster. Heavy rains trig-
gered a landslide in Kerala's
Idukkidistricton Fridayand left

atleast 15people dead

Torrential rains triggered
“floods and Iandslides in the West-
ern Ghats in Kerala in 2018 and
2019and lefthundreds dead. The
entire Western Ghats mountain
range, which stretchesfromKer-
ala to Gujarat, is extremely vul-
nerabletodisasters becauseofits
topography and increasing inci-
dence of extreme rains linked to
global warming.

National Weather Forecasting
Centre senior scientist RK Jena-
mani said strong westerly and
south-westerly winds from the
Arabian Sea hit the Western
Ghats perpendicularly. “Thelow-
pressure area over the Bay of
Bengal strengthened the mon-

soon winds. Monsoon isalarge- -

scale system of winds and mois-
turesurge. The west coastisdefi-
nitely vulnerable but the
incidence of extreme rain is
increasingacrossthecountryin
recentyears.”
IMDdirector general M Moha-
patrasaidextremelyheavyrains
were likely to continue in many
places in Kerala till Monday.
“When the warm westerly winds
hit the hills, the ghatareasthere
are uplifting that air. Itis called
orographic uplifting. The warm

air condenses and forms clouds.
The formation of convective
clouds leads to extremely heavy
rain,” he said. He added Kerala
has been recording deficient
monsoonrainsover thelongterm
but there has also been an
increase in the incidence of
extremerainfall events.

A fresh low-pressure area is
likely to form over north and
adjoining west-central Bay of
Bengal by Sunday. Under its
influence, morerainislikely over
east and adjoining parts of cen-
tral India and heavy to very
heavy rainfall in Odisha from
Sunday toTuesdayand in Vidar-
bhaand Chhattisgarh from Mon-
day toWednesday.

AccordingtoaUnion earthsci-
ences ministry report, there has
beenasignificantrising trendin
the frequency and intensity of
extremely heavyraineventsover
central India from 1950 and a
decreasing trend in themoderate
rainevents.

Compared to the 1901-1975
period, rainfall has reduced by
1-5 mm/day during 1976-2015
over central parts of India (the
coremonsoonzone), Kerala, and
extreme northeastern parts, it
added.
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Flood-like situation

Kerala landslide toll hits 6 44 missing

Jdukki: The toll in the land-

side at Pettimudy-Rajamala in

Kerala rose to 26 on Saturday.
As many as 30 houses in

four tea estate labour lines

were destroyed by the deluge
triggered by heavyrainsinthe
early hours of Friday “Cur-
renﬂx 44 people are still mis-
sing,” Devikulam sub-collec-
tor § Premkrishnan told TOI.
Almost all members of alarge
family of 21 are missing; only
onebody has been recovered.
“In the morning (on Sat-
urday), there was no rainfall
in the area, so we intensified
sedrch operations. However,
we had to stop in the evening
due to heavy rains again. We
will resume on Sunday,” said

NDRF personnel carry out a rescue operation in Idukki,

Kerala

Premkrishnan.

Revenue minister E Chan-
drasekharan, power minister
MM Maniand Idukki MP Dean
Kuriakose visited thelandslide

spot. Meanwhile, the Kanan
Devan Hills Plantation Ltd has
announced a financial aid of
Rs5lakheachtokinof victims.

in Kamataka, toll 12

wollenrivers and flood-like

situation continued to
threaten lives and propertyin
several parts of rain-ravaged
Karnataka, where the death toll
reached 12 on Saturday. Though
there has beenarespite from
raininsome parts, rivers
continue to flow above the
danger mark, inundating
low-lyingareasin several parts
of Malnad, coastal and interior
Karnataka. There are also
reports of continued landslides
inhillyareas of Kodaguand
Chikkamagaluru. Total human
loss from August 1to 6pm on
Saturday is12 and five people
are missing, datasazd AGENCIES

Landshps floods took 900+
hves in 16 states this season

MONSOON 414 FLOOD-RELATED DEATHS

Pradeep.Thakur
@timesgroup.com

i New Delhi: Floods and land-
: slides have caused wide-
i spreaddevastationacrossthe
: ~country with more than 900
i deaths reported so far by 16
i states this monsoon season.
: On Friday, Kerala added over
i 23toitstally of 33liveslostre-
: ported till August 6. West
: Bengal, Assam, Gujarat, Kar-
: nataka,MPand Maharashtra
i aretheworst affected states,

About 691lakh people in Bi-

i harand57lakhin Assamhave
i been affected by floods, dis-
¢ placed or marooned. Millions
i across India have lost their
: habitat, livestock and liveli-
! hood, taking shelter in thou-
: sands of relief camps run by
: state authorities. The Centre
i hasdeployed 141 teams of the
: National Disaster Response
Force(NDRF)for rescue oper-
: ations, besidesthestatedisas-
i terresponseforces(SDRF). *

In the last 10 days state

i governments have reported
: more than 200 deaths due to
: floods and landslides, taking
theoveranta}lyclosetosoo
i West Bengal has the highest
i deaths at 239, followed by 136
i in-Assam, 87 in Gujarat and
: T4each inKarnatakaand MP.
i The total flood-related casu-
: alties is likely to go up as
i many states are not filing
; their‘situationreports’regu-
i larly with the Centre and riv-
: ersareflowingabovethedan-
: gerlevel inalmostall states.

In Assam, out of 136 flood-

 relateddeathsreportedby the
i state government, at least 26
: have been caused by landsli-

fossd me.-El

- NDRF: National Disaster

Note: The death ﬁgures iR
have been reported
by states till August 6,
except Kerala where
landslides caused 23
deaths on Friday

Sy 3
S

Response Force

o

des. Kerala’s Idukki, in a sin-
gle day on Friday, saw over 23
perish and scores missing in
landslides caused by floods.
The deluge has made it
difficult for states to main-
tainsocialdistancingandfol-
low other guidelines, as pre-
scribed by the Centre in view
of the outbreak of coronavi-
rus,atrelief campsorduring
its evacuation operations.
Disasters related to clim-
ate change such as floods

have become a recurring phe-
nomenon inIndiawithovera :

thousand deaths reported ev- !

ery year and millions of peo- :
plepushed intopovertydueto :
loss of habitatand livelihood. :
Of all thedisastersrecord- :
ed globally between 19982017,
floods accounted for 44%. Cli- |
mate change is causing more |
havoc than earthquakes and |
tsunamis. That makes India’s
development highly risky.
Fullreporton www.toi.in



Five peréons.had '

gone missing on

Thursday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MYSURU/HASSAN

The body of one of the five

persons, who went missing

after a landslip hit Bha@- :

mandala in Kodagu district

of Karnataka on ﬁt;‘:sday, .

i i ; vathi entering

: : . water, . Floodwater of Netravathi

?tligglsn?sg m e msidenc;sjn Bantwal on $aturd-ay. u SPECIAL Aanmm}w
' leceased was identi- ' ) |
ﬁergha: iicandaﬂx:::ﬂ;a, g6. after aportion of ahill caved forts. Howgvgrii:ﬁx S:nuérdﬂz:z |
He and his brother Narayan-  in owingto heavy rains early II?]?)“ R;ba:: ar: e uﬁl ey
char, the priest of the main onEumdags vt 17 DRI

t_er'nf;le at Talacauvery; thg ‘ Though 1a u;ecal:'ecg ;?;;2: .sea; '—pit;era Ry
latter’s wife, Shanta, an tion was laun earch_ ol i ﬁnnms s
two assistant priests, Pawan diately, inclement weather ;;umm_amme Oi o d;;;

hampered any Tescue ef-

and Ravikiran, went missing

As floodwaters ebb in Assam,

hunters kill rhino for horti

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI o
Hunters killed a female rhi-
noceros in the partially
flooded Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve
(KNPTR) on Friday and
sawed off her horn. i
- This was the second rhino.
killed by hunters in the
1,055-sq.km park this year,
while 18 more died during
the floods since May 22.
Officials said forest guards
at three anti-poaching
camps — Gabrai, Borbeel
and Kathanibari in
KNPTR’s Kohora Range
heard six rounds of gunshots
on Friday evening. They fol-
lowed the footprints of the
hunters early on Saturday
morning and located the car-

is now under water. =pTi

cass at abﬁut ilam.
“The staff took time be-
cause of the slushy condi-

‘tions and recovered six emp-

ty cartridges of a .303 rifle
from the spot. The hunters
were apparently lying in am-
bush along the Brahmaputra

}

At risk: Almost 50% of the Kaziranga l;lati'onat Park in Assam:

=

river at night,” the park’s Di-
visional Forest. Officer Ra-

A joint team of police and
forest officials detained a
suspected poacher in the
park’s Biswanath Wildlife Di-
vision.
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When a marooned troop got a lifeline

" Group of 50 monkeys camping in tree canopy near the ’I‘ungabhadra rescued

GIRISH PATTANASHETTI
HUBBALLI

Monsoon rains have
displaced people in many
areas but there wasa
different group waiting for
rescue since Friday near
Tungabhadra river in

Karnataka.

A troop of 50 monkeys
had roved to a canopy of
trees still above the
overflowing river, near
Rajanahalli in Harihar taluk
of Davangere district. But
strenuous efforts by
personnel of the Fire and
Emergency Services and the
Forest Department to coax
them on to rescue boats did

~not work. The 25-member
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Safe link: Monkeys crossing the Tungabha‘dra in Karnataka's
Davangere district on Sunday. =SPECIALARRANGEMENT

concluded on Sunday
afternoon with the last of
the members moving to
safety using the ladder.

~ “On Saturday evening,
five monkeys moved using
the ladder. But many

team then threw a rope,
which some bolder simians
grabbed. But others
baulked. Finally, it was a
rope ladder snaking its way
to the river bank that did the
trick. The operation

returned to the t:‘eesaSiI e
tilted, making them lose

“balance,” District Fire

Officer, Davangere, Basava i
Prabhu Sharma said.

Food provided S
The rescuie exercise also
involved arranging food for
the hungry monkeys.

With water levels rising,
there was apprehension
among the authorities
whether the monkeys could
be saved. -

The team stabilised the
ladder by tying it to stones
and dispersed a crowd on |
the river bank that was
scaring the monkeys, thus
aiding their move to safety.




search operations, as many as

17 bodies of Pettimudy land- §

s ke
ore bodie

‘on Sunday, taking the death toll
to 43. “ We recovered 17 bodies,
including the body of a six-

month-old baby boy, Of the 17,

10 bodies were found with the
help of sniffer dogs. By eve-
ning, we had to stop all oper-
.ations dueto heavy rainfall, As

of now, 27 people are still mis-~

sing,” Devikulam sub-collec-
tor S Premkrishnansaid.

The landslide ‘on Friday

had taken away 30 houses in
four tea estate layams (work-
ers’ quarters). At least 82 peo-
ple were reported missing, of
whom only 12 could be res-
cued. Bulldozers and other
equipment were used on Sun-
day to clear the huge boulders,
mud and slush in the area
where housesof theplantation
workers stood. Union minister
of state V Muraleedharan,
who visited the site on Sunday,
said the central government
had already announced a com-
pensation of Rs 2 lakh each to
thenextof kinof the deceased.

He highlighted a disparity in

Kerala government’s assist-
ance to victims of Karipur air-
crash and Pettimudy land-

Wpees o 0o
ore bodies recovered,
rala landslide toll at 43

VO IO

PHE |

~he Rishikesh-Kedarnath highway, NH-109, along with 55 other

roads in Uttarakhand were reported blocked following
incessant rainfall since Saturday, reports Gaurav Talwar.

Pilgrims who were planning to go ontreks were stoppedat
either Sonprayag or Gaurikund due to the debris, sources said.

In Pithoragarh district, 13 link roads and three border roads
were reported to be blocked. Around six roads were closed in
Chamoli district, while three roads were out of bounds in Pauri
district till the time of filing this report. Meanwhile, heavy rains
and landslides on Saturday and Sunday led to the closure of at
least 11 motorable roads in Nainital district. i

slide, hinting at higher com-
pensation totheformer.

“I do not understand why
there is a selective assistance
on the part of the Kerala gov-
ernment... 1 hope the CM will
explain the matter,” he said.
The state government had an-
nounced a compensation of Rs

10 lakh each to air-crash vic-
tims as opposed to Rs 5 lakh
each to landslide victims. CM

Pinarayi Vijayan had refuted

the “disparity” charges on Sat-
urday, saying the compensa-
tion announced was only part
of the state efforts to assist the
landslide victims.

Flood, landslides batter parts of Karnatak:

« letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Flood-like situation
andlandslides continued tocause
havocin several parts of Karna-
taka that has been battered by
torrentialrains.

Many places in Malnad,
coastal and north interior
regions of the state have been
affected by deluge, putting life
and propertiesat risk.

There were reports of mud-
slides near Botlappa and other
places in Kodagu, also along
Charmadi ghatnear Chikkamag-
aluruand DakshinaKannada.

On Friday, rescue operations
were halted in Kodagu, which
suffered landslides at the foot-
hills of Brahmagiri hills located
near Talacauvery on Wednesday,
due to inclement weather in the
district.

Over the last four days,
Kodaguhasreceivedanaverage
of106.2mm of rain, an IMD bulle-
tin said. Bhagmadala alone
received arecord 486 mmrainfall
between August5andé.

State minister V Somanna,
after touring the affected areas
along with local MP Pratap
Simha, MLAs Appachu Ranjan,
KG Bopanna, and district collec-

dins Avratns T avnrreant Tary antd
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= State minister V¥ Somanna visits Kodagu district on Friday.  aw

“There are 4-5 landslides on the
road between Bhagmandalaand
Talacauvery whichis hampering
our rescue efforts. The district
administrationistryingitslevel
best to clear roads, fallen trees,
electricpolesand toensurerelief
for those affected. Tomorrow too
Iam holdinga high-level meeting
with all officialsto accelerate our
efforts.” :

Thedistrict collector said that
the landslides and continued
heavy rain were posing a chal-
1arion tnthe movamoant of recrile

‘teams and equipment.

Addressing mediapersons,
Somanna said, “We are nothing
in front of nature. While we will
takeall measures humanly possi-
ble to mitigate thesituation, Ialso
praytogodtobekindonus.”

Meanwhile, apolitical contro-
versy has erupted over the han-
dling of the flood situation in the
state.

The opposition Janta Dal(Sec-
ular) hasdemanded that the Cen-
tre must extend financial assist-
anece for the neonle ravacsed by

Yndw - lolezlag
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Kerala stares at
flood havoc for
third straight year

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: At least five
peoplewerekilledin rain-related
incidentson Friday with thestate
lookingatapossibleflood for the
third consecutive year. :

Chief Minister Pinarayil
V‘ljayansaidmegovemment was
keepingaclose watch andarmy
helpwill besoughtifthe situation
deteriorated.

Redalertwas declaredipthree
districts— Wayanad, Kozhikkode
andldukki-andan orangealert
infivedistricts. The metrological
department said heavy rainfall
will continuetill Sunday.

The regional Met office in
Thiruvananthapuramsaidalow
pressure wasbrewinginthe Bay
of Bengal and it is expected _to
gain strength by Saturday trig-

gering heavy rains till Sunday.
The National Disaster Response
Force has rushed six teams to

I

-

Wayanad and Idukki, theworst
affected districts this year.
Over the last two years, the
state witnessed floods and a
series of landslides during the
monsoon.causingaconsiderable
_lossoflives. 3
‘Chief minister Pinarayl
jayanonFriday,askedpeople
bemorevigilant in view of twin
reatsoffloodsand the Covid-19
rdemic. “Many areas received

floods savy rains and people living

Former PM Deve Gowda said ;
that the state was facing a twin- m“‘e"”’k““"g"ﬁ’:ﬂe’.ﬂ’gﬁ?ﬁ
challenges — the Covid-19 pan- '™ careful. Anditis .
demicand thefloods. "P;‘,}f@ﬁmhmy g

: aid the CM.
Bt e e, TR Hrlgellon dopert
government that “ifthey arenct 7t i all IOT KRR S tthe
cautious enough then it will be i spatefmdslu.wegl:-it:i
riskinglives of people” f some dams will be opene

Areleasofrom the Chiefminis- 52 hoPIoE0 o o et
ter BS Yediyurappa’s office on £ all major dams were
Fridaysaid ChiefSecretary Vijay S°5 O &0 0 @ oning the
Bhaskar has been instructed to TeTed together Hor I
proceed with emergency meas- ituation, this time GC
ures without waiting for his
approval. The CMisundergoing
treatment for the coronavirus
disease at a state hospital.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) regional cen-
tre in Bangalore has issued an
orangealertacrosslarge partsof
the state and has forecast heavy
to very heavy rainfall over the
weekend.

The department said that
strong southwesterly and west-
erly monsoonal flow over the
Arabian sea,alongwithwindsof
50-60 km per hour off the Karna-
taka coast, arelikely tocontinue
till Sunday leading toheavyrains
acrosslarge parts of the state.

So far, two people have been
killedinrain-related incidentsin
thestate.

:eeping a close watch on the
vater level.

1
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A ﬂoodod area h Challanam villnge in Kochi on Friday.

Landslldes kill 17, bury 60
under rubble in south India

Ramesh Babu, Venkatesha Babu

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/BENGA-
LURU/NEW DELHI : Landslides
killed 17 people and trapped 60
others under a mound of slush
and debris across Kerala and
Karnatakaon Fridayastorren-
tial rainfall pounded India’s
western coast.

In Kerala’s Idukki district,
three days of heavy showers
triggeredlandslidesin theearly
hours ofthemorning that razed
ateaplantation workers’ settle-
ment. Fifteen were declared
dead and 60 were missing—most
of whom were sleeping. Idukki
district collector H Dineshan
said the downpour and mist
hampered rescue even as the
showers snapped communica-
tion lines.

“I heard a deafening sound
and came out of the two-room
house. I sawabig portionofthe
mountain coming out with a
heavy flow of water and slush. I
ranoutside but got into the swirl
of waters,” said Deepan, who
was admitted at a hospital in
Munnar.

Inneighbouring Karnataka,
two people died in the Malnad
region and another five
reported missing.

Rescuers were also searching
for five people missing at Tala-
cauvery, the origin of Cauvery
river, where massive landslides
and floods inundated villages on

J"hﬁsﬁﬁtm

MONSOON IN THE TWO
STATES, WHERE
MASSIVE FLOODS HAVE
KILLED 803 PEOPLE AND
DISPLACED 12.8 MILLION,
ACCORDING TO HOME

L —

Wednesday night.

“Pained by the loss of lives
duetoalandslidein Rajamalai,
Idukki. In thishour of grief, my
thoughts are with the bereaved
families. May the injured
recover quickly,” Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi tweeted.
Heavy rains would continue in
theregion till Sunday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday.

This is the heaviest rainfall
this monsoon in the two states,
where massive floods have
killed 803 people and displaced
12.8million, according to home
ministry data.

“Ouranalysisofrainfalldata
over the last 70 years, show a
three-fold risein extremerains
along the west coast and central
India. This is because the mon-
soon winds over the Arabian
Sea are now exhibiting large
fluctuations, thanks to a
warmer environment,” said
Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate

scientist at Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, Pune.
According to IMD, average
rainfallin the coastal regions of
Karnataka and Kerala in the
past 24 hours was 20 em with
Idukki receiving 26 cm and Mal-
nad receiving 23 cm.
Atthealmost half-way mark

. of the monsoon this year, Kar-

natakareceived excess rainfall
by 53% and Kerala by 102%,
whereasstatesinnorthernand
central India have rainfall defi-
ciency of 56% t095%.

The eastern states have
received heavy rainfall in
the latter part of July and first
week of August, causing mas-
sive floods. At least 239 deaths
have been reported from West
Bengal, the highest for any
state.

Rainfall has subsided in the
worst-affected northern dis-
tricts of Bihar, where close t06.9
million people have been
affected, according to the state
disaster management depart-
ment. Sixteen districts remain
flood-hit.

The situation may worsen
inmany districts ifit rains heav-
ily in the catchmentareas of riv-
ers such as Gandak, Bagmati
and Kamla Balan, which are
still flowing above the danger
mark.

In Assam, where close to 200
animalsin Kaziranga National
Park and 136 people have died,
theflood situation has improved
inthe past few davs.



