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Expect a

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Several parts of
Delhi saw intense rain ac-
companied by strong winds
onFriday evening,

Therain islikelytocontinue
over the weekend. India Meteo-
rological Department has soun-
deda ‘yellow’ alert (be aware).

The maximum rainfall
was logged at SPS Mayur at
66mm. This was between
8.30am and 8.30pm. Of the to-

tal rainfall logged here,

37.5mm was from 2.30pm to
5.30pm and 28 mm between
5.30pm and 8.30pm. g %
Between  8.30am and
5.30pm, Safdarjung logged
3.4mm. Delhi University got
1.5mm, Ridge 11.3mm, and
LodhiRoad8.6mmti]15.30pm.
Later, the evening showers
drove the total rainfall up—
Safdarjung recorded 17.4mm,
Palam 30.1mm and Najafgarh
39mm till 8.30pm on Friday.
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rainy weekend,

A Met official said: “A cy-
clonic circulation lies over

southeast Uttar Pradesh and -

its neighbourhood. Another
cyclonic circulation lies over

northeast Rajasthan and its-

neighbourhood. The monso-
on trough is active and near
itsnormal position at the me-
an sea level. Under the infly-
ence of these weather sy-
stems, widespread rainfall is
likely over the weekend.”
The IMD said: “Fairly wi-
despread to widespread
light/moderate rainfall is ve-
ry likely over Himachal Pra-

desh, Uttarakhand and east

Rajasthan; scattered to fairly
widespread rainfall over
Jammu-Kashmir, Uttar Pra.
desh, Punjab, Haryana-Chan-
digarh-Delhi, and west Ra-
jasthan during the week.”
The rain intensity may re-
duce on Monday. There are
chances of light showers on

Aug 12 and 13. IMD has predic-

tedanotherspell of lighttomo-
deraterainonAug14and15.
The Met department said
lighttomodemterainmaymu-
se minor traffic disruptions on
roads, increase chances of ve.
hicleaccidents and water accu-
mulation in low-lying areas.
“Check for traffic congestion
onyourroute beforeleavingfor

your destination. Follow any
isories that are issu-

edinﬂlisregard,”ﬂvmma.
The maximum tempera-
ture on Friday rose to 34.8
degrees Celsius, one degree
above normal. The relative
humidity oscillated between
68% and100%. The minimum
temperaturewaszs.sdegrees
Tarun Rawa

yellow alert’ sounded

Celsius. The maximum tem-
Perature is expected to hover
around 32-33 degrees Celsius
over the next few days.

Rain and strong winds
kept Delhi’s air quality in the
lower end of the satisfactory
category with an AQI of 60on
Friday Itwas53a day earlier;

After the rainfall on Fri-
day evening, a few areas saw
waterlogging and traffic dis-

‘ruption. The PWD control ro-

om said it got 10 calls about
flooding and most of the pro-
blems were resolved soon.
Inafewareas near Anand
Parbat and Mundka, the road
stretches were flooded for a
few hours, but quick respon-
se teams were clearing the
areas, a PWD official said, ad-
dingthat underpasses remai-

" ned clear of waterlogging.

MCD reported that it got 15
calls from Sonia Vihar, Maha-
vir Enclave in Palam, Kamla
Nagarand Tagore Garden.
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Serpentine traffic
jams, widespread
waterlogging again
dampen the relief
that late afternoon
rain brings to Delhi

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Brief, but intense,
spells of rain lashed the city on
Friday evening leading yet again
to widespread waterlogging and
traffic congestion. People on
their way back home from work
were greeted with packed roads
as peak-hour traffic was thrown
out of gear.

Delhi will be on a “yellow
alert” over the weekend with
light to moderate rain on the
cards, according to a forecast by
the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD).

Serpentine jamsymeanwhile,

- were reported by commuters on
several pockets of key arterial
roads, including the Ring Road
and Outer Ring Road.

Congestion was also reported
in areas such as Sewa Marg,
Nahar Singh Marg, Uttam Nagar,
Sarita Vihar to Kalindi Kunj, and
Khanpur Road near Sainik
Farms, traffic police said. Some
commuters, meanwhile,
reported congestion at Raja Dhir
Sen Marg, Moti Nagar Metro sta-

tion, NH48 to Gurugram, Shiv
Murti Dhaula Kuan, Bhishma
Pitamah Marg and Mukarba
Chowk among others.

The Delhi Traffic Police issued

advisories, saying traffic was
affected on Rohtak Road on both
carriageways from Tikri border
to Peeragarhi and vice versa. The
traffic police advised commuters
to avoid these routes and try to
commute via UER-II, Najafgarh-
Nangloi Road to reach Peera-
garhi. A cluster bus also broke
down on a waterlogged stretch
on the Najafgarh-Phirni Road.
The combination of waterlog-
ging and congestion —a peren-
nial mess that plagues Delhi
every monsoon — pointed

crumbling infrastructure 0“[%;%
again. Ananayoflsmes clud--

A

A group of people in the rain on Kartavya Path on Friday; (below) a waterlogged stretch on NH 48 in Gurugram.

ing inadequate de-silting of
drains, encroachment on public
infrastructure like drain covers
and footpaths, and unauthorised
construction deteriorate the situ-
ation every year.

Between 5.30pm and 8.30pm,
Safdarjung, representative of
Delhi’s weather, recorded 14mm

- of rain, while Palam recorded
29.6mm of rain, Najafgarh
37.5mm and Mayur Vihar
28mm, IMD data showed.

From 6am to 6pm, the central

control room of MCD received 17

calls about waterlogging and five
about uprooted trees.
Meanwhile, an interplay of
patchy rain and good wind speed
"lgpt Delhi’s average air quality
index (AQI) reading in the “satis-
factory” for 13th consecutive day.
The city’s average 24-hour aver-
-.age AQI was 60, according to the
Central Pollution Control
d’s national bulletin. On

Thursday, Delhi recorded its

~ cleanest air day of this year at 53,

also “satisfactory”.

The last time Delhi had a simi-
lar streak was last July when 13
consecutive “satisfactory” air
days between July 5and 17were
recorded.

Forecasts from the India

‘Meteorological Department

(IMD) show that more rain is in

store for Delhi over the weekend.

Light to moderate showers is
expected to continue across Del-
hi-NCR on Saturday and Sunday,
which will likely allow the clean
air streak to prevail.

Delhi’s maximum tempera-
ture stood at 34.8°C, which wasa
degree above normal. The mini-
mum stood at 26.6°C, around
normal for this time of year. The
maximum is likely to hover
around 33°C on Saturday, while
the minimum could be around
27’C.'IMD said.
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