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in six flood-affected states
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Modi reviews situation

ALARMING Bihar flags Nepal's non-cooperation in majintaihing embankments on other side

HTC & AGONCIES ..o
- Wmm

PATNA/NEW DELHI:Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday
underlined the need for better
coordinationbetweenthe central
. andstateagenciestohaveaper-
manent syswmfﬂrfomasﬁngot'
floods. Healsostressed onexten-
sive use of innovative technolo-
gies for improving the forecast-
and-warning system.
The PM made these remarks

duﬂngavirtualmeeﬁngwiﬂ'.lthe ¥
chief ministers and representa-. -

tives of six states to review the
ﬂoodsittmmmnvariauspartsof
the country.

The states that attended the
meeting.whichwasmnvm.dto
reviewtheir preparednesstodeal
with the southwest monsoonand
the current flood situation, were
KarnatakaandKerala.

A statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said at
the meeting, Modi highlighted
thntthemvehhnenﬁsinlocalised
early warningsystems shouldbe
increasedsothatthepeopleofan
area can becautioned on timein
case of a threatening situation
suchasbreachedriver embank-
ments, inundation or lightning.

Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar drew the Prime Minis-
ter’s attention to how Nepal did
not cooperate in carrying out

the flood situation n sx states, in

annual maintenance work on
embankments falling on the
other side of the International
Border, across Darbhanga and
Madhepura districts, and also
pitched for the removal of 256%

-oapmmeamoumtobespentfor

extending gratuitous relief to
affected peoplein times of natural
calamities.

Hesaid, “Floodsinnorth Bihar
are invariably caused by heavy
rainfallinthecatchmentareas of
rivers originating from Nepal.
But in the absence of required
co-operationfromtheneighbour-
onanofficiallevel, embankment
repair works could not be com-
phtedmscheduleinMaYmdwt

'extmd;edtoJune-endmisyear."

-Mmmmﬂmimmmlmmmm

New Delhi on Monday.

government:

of acommittee fortacklingcrisis
situationsinstatesandensuring
abetter coordination. Chiefmin-
ister Uddhav Thackeray sought
animmediate central assistance
for Maharashtra in view of the
June 3 Cyclone Nisarga that

widespread

caused damageinthe
state’s coastal districts.

The Karnataka government
saiditrequested theprimeminis-
tertoprovidean additional spe-
cial assistance of 34,000 crore to
handle the flood situation.

The meet, which lasted for
nearly an hour and a half, was
alsoattended by defenceminister
Rajnath Singh, health minister
Harsh Vardhan, ministers of

mfwhmmmtymmnmm
GKishan Reddy, and senior offi-
cersofthecentralministriesand
orgamlsaﬁonsmnmmd.

The prime minister asserted

{hatinview of the Covid-19situa-

tion, the states must ensure that
people follow all health precau-
tions such as wearing of face
masks, hand sanitisation and
maintaining anadequate physi-
cal distance with each other
while undertakingrescueefforts.

Modi said the states should
ensureﬂmtandevelopmentand
infrastructureprojects arebuilt
with resiliencetowithstandlocal

sequenﬂall SSes.

The prime minister pointed
out that over the last few years,
forecasting agenciessuchas the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment and the Central Water Com-
mission are making concerted
efforts to make better and more
usable flood forecasts. Pilotpro- |
jectsareunderway touseinnova-
tivetechnologies toimprovethe
location-specific forecasts, for
which the states should provide
the necessary information to
these agencies and disseminate
warnings to the local communi-
ties,Modisaid. “The prime minis-
teremphasised on better coordi-
nation between all central and
state agencies to have a perma-
nent system for forecasting of
floods,” the PMO statement said.




uonsoon fury: A man watching the damage caused to a house by rough seain
Thiruvananthapuram on Monday. =s. MaHINSHA

Thackeray, while demanﬁ&g
immediate release of finan-
cial aid from the Centre, told
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi that the losses suffered
by Maharashtra suffered as a

result of Cyclone Nisarga

and the heavy rain in Mum-

bai last week are estimated

to be over 1,500 crore.

Mr. Modi had held a video
conference with CMs of six
States — Maharashtra, Kera-
la, Assam, Karnataka, Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh — suffer-
ing from natural calamities
such as heavy rainfall and
floods. During the meeting,

Mr. Thackeray said, “A na-

tional level committee, .led
by PM Modi, should be set
up, which will work towards
better coordination between
States during times of natu-
‘ral calamity, and also ensure
speedy relief action.”

Mr. Thackeray’s statement
comes from the background
of lack of coordination bet-
ween Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka last year, resulting is
‘massive floods in western
Maharashtra. He also de-
manded that the inter-State
flood management system

have representation from
the Central government. The
video conference was also at-
tended by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Union
Health Minister Dr. Harsh
Vardhan along with officials
from the Central govern-
ment and National Disaster
Response Force.

Massive losses in Mumbai
The CM told Mr., Modi that
Mumbai had faced losses

worth ¥500 crore in just one
day due to the heavy rainfall
on August 5. “Location un-
der possession of central go-
vernment's Commerce mi-

-nistry can be handed over to

Mumbai’s civic body to set
up Mahul pumping station.

This will help to drain water -

at Hindmata, Dadar and Va-

dala,” Mr. said.
He also highlighted that

authorities chose the easy

- way out for developmental

- Massive damage: NDRF personnel carry out a rescuie operation at a chawl in Santacruz, after
three of its rooms collapsed due to heavy rain. sfiepHoro

m;i,ects wiﬂchda.mamthe

e:mromnent

Protecting biodiversity

“The proposed broadgauge
conversion of Akola-Khand-
va metergauge can be taken

~ outside Melghat Tiger pro-

ject. It will not help tigers but
also be more useful for peo-
ple,” Mr. Thackeray said, ad-
ding that Maharashtra will al-
ways take the lead in
protecting biodiversity.
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City to see more rain in coming g days
Imesﬂmsﬂnmu _“light”, "mocierm "heavy_ ned start to August, with the

New])elhi:'rhewpnalmw .betwaanzsmmandlsﬁmm, singwaa% Onlyﬂxmedxs-
.amtherhumiddwwithﬂ@t 156 and 64.4mm, and ‘tricts — New Delhi,

" B45¢ ; North and North West
— have so far received
“normal” rainfall this
‘season, whiletheremai.
ning saw “ ent” ra-

S i ks : INDEX ON m%%m
© “Most lomﬁans saw very ; — ality Index (AQD wasin
light tolight rainfall. Somera-  the relative humiditv f the “satisfactory” cate-
in activity is likely to occur oscillated between 71% and gm‘yenMondas;whﬁﬁam
‘overnight,” saidaMetofficial. 94% inthe past24hours. more rain is likely to improve

IMD classifies rainfall as ' The capital had a dampe- furtherinthenext48hours.
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Monseonfishing. .. ou 0 v e e s 1o

Right time: A man casting a fishing net as the floodwaters have stansed to recede on the outskirts of Guwahati. «RiTuRAJ KONWAR
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RAVINDER SAINI

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

ROHTAK, AUGUST 10

A couple of weeks after heavy
rainfall lashed the region,
hundreds of acres in
Rohtak’s Karontha and
Shimli villages and Jhajjar’s
Dighal and Barhana villages
are still submerged, damag-
ing the paddy crop. Distressed
farmers say the authorities
have not made arrangements
to drain out rainwater.

Ankit, a farmer from Karon-
tha village, said: “I planted
paddy on 15 acres. A majority
of the crop has been damaged
because of stagnant rainwater.
About 150 acres in my village
are submerged. Farmers
whose fields are in low-lying
areas face this situation every
year, but they take the risk of
planting paddy hoping of get-
ting a good produce.” %

Manjeet Dhankar, another

,',._-——"’"—"

_Farmers stand in a submerged field in Rohtak’s Karontha village.

2 weeks after showefs, fieldsin

Rohtak, majarSﬁllsubmerged

farmer, said waterlogged
fields affected the sowing of
the next crop. “Farmers are
unable to sow wheat as fields
remain flooded for months.
have now left farming,” said
Anand of Dighal village, who
lost paddy sown over 4 acres.
Akhil Bharatiya Kisan Sab-
ha vice-president Inderjit said
waterlogging had rendered a
large number of farmers land-
less as they were unable to

cultivate any crop. “Since it is
not their fault, the state
should compensate them.”
ShaFIShenKisanNyaymua
coordinator, said they had
brought the matter to the
mge of higher-ups sev-
eral times, but to no avail.
Puneet Rai, Executive Engi-
neer (Trrigation), said water
was stagnant only in low-
lying areas of villages. “Pump
sets have been installed to
drain out water,” he added.

Heavy rainfall in Una;

Sectt, courts flooded

OuR CORRESPONDENT

UNA, AUGUST 10
Rainwater entered the Sec-
retariat and court complex

today for the third time in

two weeks. The Meteorolog-
jcal Department recorded
91 mm of rainfall, the heav-
jest in the season.

The main office complex in

the city, which houses the
Secretariat, police headquar-
ters, Jal Shakti and Civil Sup-
plies Department, i
the District Courts, was flood-
ed again. The situation has
remained unchanged for the
last two decades.

While the front and back-
yards of the buildings were

waterlogged, water also

seeped into the ground
floor offices and the servic-

es of the Fire Department
had to be requisitioned.

Machines were used to
purmp out water,

Water also entered . the
adjoining houses of govern-
ment * officials. - The resi-
dence of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate had six inches

~of water, which was
~pumped out by department
officials. Water also entered
some private residential

and commercial areas, .

which are low-lying.
Chairman of the Una
Municipal Committee
Amarjot Bedi’ said many
years ago, a water drainage
proposal, estimated at Rs24
crore, was made by the Irri-
gation and
Department and
to the state government.

The project, which included
the construction of three
drains, linking Una with the
Swan tributaries, could not

_ paucity of funds.

Public Health
submitted

see the light of day due to

Bedi said the Una MC was
Tline to clear two drains —
the drain in ward number 10
and another near the veg-
‘etable market — for which
Rs 2 erore would be required.
The waterlogging problem
would persist till the project
was implemented.

The precipitation, after
eight hot days, was wel-
comed by the locals and
farmers, but the intensity
of the rainfall was such that
the fields, located on the
low-lying areas near the
banks of the Swan and its
tributaries, =~ Were

water recedes.

sub-
merged. However, Agricul-
ture Department officials
~ could not speak about the
extent of damage to the
standing Ccrops till the



