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Breach in Munak Canal leaves
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Bawana JJ colony inundated

Water Minister Atishi says repair work to plug the breach has started on war footing, water level has receded; functioning of ‘

four water treatment plants affected in the city due to breach in the canal that brings Yamuna water from Haryana to Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

sub-branch of Mu- -
‘ Anak Canal, which

brings Yamuna wa-
ter from Haryana to Delhi,
breached around 12 a.m. on
Thursday, flooding north-
west Delhi’s Bawana JJ
colony.

Water Minister Atishi
said repair work has started
on a war footing to plug the
breach and water level has
receded. “The water com-
ing into the sub-branch CLC
(carrier lined channel) was
diverted to another branch
and flow of water in the
CLC has almost stopped.
Various departments have
been coordinating to pump
out water from the colony,”
Ms. Atishi said after visiting
the area. “We are hopeful
that things will normalise in
Bawana JJ colony by even-
ing. Power supply to the
area has been shut down
due to the waterlogging
since there was a risk of
electrocution,” she added.

The Minister said that
the breach in Munak Canal,
which brings raw water to
Delhi, affected four water
treatment plants in Delhi.
While production at the Ba-
wana, Nangloi and Hyder-

pur plants was expected to
normalise by Thursday, the
Dwarka water treatment
plant will remain affected

till Friday morning, Ms. At-

ishi said, adding that they
were hopeful that water
supply in Dwarka will res-
ume by Friday evening. She
said the canal is maintained
by the Haryana govern-
ment and an inquiry will be
conducted by the Irrigation
departments of Delhi and
Haryana into the reason be-
hind the breach.

Meanwhile, a letter is-
sued by the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor’s office to the Chief
Secretary said that the
breach underlines the ab-
sence of adequate mainte-
nance of the canal, which
“should have been underta-
‘ken by the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) through Haryana Irri-
gation Department from
time to time”.

While there was no offi-
cial statement from the L-
G’s office, sources in Raj Ni-
was said L-G V.K. Saxena
had earlier flagged the mat-
ter of repair and mainte-
nance of Munak Canal. Raj
Niwas officials said the L-G
also directed the DJB CEO
to reach the spot along with

+his team of engineers and
‘coordinate with the Harya-

na government to ensure
the restoration of the canal
at the earliest. He also

‘ asked NDRF teams to im-
- mediately evacuate the af-
fected people, and the Irri-

gation and Flood Control
Department to deploy
pumps to drain out water at
the earliest and provide ad-
ditional boats to NDRF as
required, according to the
letter. Mr. Saxena, officials
said, directed the Delhi Ur-
ban Shelter Improvement
Board to make arrange-
ments for relief and rehabil-

_itation measures.

War of words

As a political war of words
ensued following the
breach in the canal, senior
AAP leader Saurabh Bha-
radwaj said it was the duty
of the Haryana government
to maintain the sub-canal.
BJP’s North West Delhi MP
Yogendra Chandoliya ac-
cused the AAP-led Delhi go-
vernment and the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) of not responding
adequately. He said calls
were made to the MCD, DJB
and Irrigation and Flood
Control Department but
only seven pumps were in-
stalled after 11 a.m., which
was insufficient.

deep waters: Residents of JJ colony wade through a flooded
lane in north-west Delhi’s Bawana on Thursday. PTi -
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ing in the Bawana area of

North Delhi, ln the early

hours on Thursday.
Streets and houses, includ-

ing the JJ clusters, were

inundated with water due to

the water breach. The Munak

Canal, which carries' water

from Haryana to Delhi, saw .

water flowing out from the

breached point, causing mas--

sive waterlogging and dis-

rupting residents’ lives.
Delhi Minister Atishi visit-

ed the site to assess the situ-

_ation. At a digital press con-
ference, the minister said
the breach  happened
between 12 midnight and 2
am on the intervening night
of Wednesday and Thursday.

“The  Munak Canal is
ntintained by the Haryana
Irrigation Department.
Their team is present at the
site since last night, along
with a team of the Delhi Jal
Board,” she said.

__Atishi added that the
water flow to the affected
branch had been diverted
and repair work had com-
menced. Multiple agencies,

>

People make their way through a flooded area in Bawana; (right) repair work being done aftera

 breach in one of the sub-branches of Munak Canal on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTOS

GOVT FAILED TO ACT ON TIME: CONGRESS

including the Delhi Devel-

“opment Authority (DDA),
~ Municipal Corporation of

Delhi (MCD), Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) _and Public

water and restore normalcy.

Water Minister Atishi said.
that due to the embankment

breaking, the production at

' Delhi’s Haiderpur, Bawana,

%/’,u'eatrnen't plants was affect-

ed and water supply was
affected in many areas.
Electricity in the area was

cut off due to electrocution

risks which would be
restored once the water
receded.
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Hectic Efforts On
To Repair Leak,
Colony Flooded

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A significantbre-
ach in Munak Canal, which
transports untreated water
from Haryana to several
water treatment plants in the
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unak Canal,

Residents had to leave their waterlogged houses in Bawana Thursday
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even as electricity was cut off and they ran out of drinking water

capital, caused extensive floo-
ding in the Bawana area on
Thursday. The breach at
midnight, spanning nearly 40
feet, was caused by erosion of

. the inner lining of the em-

| bankment, officials suspect
¢ asof now.

3 “Work on repairing the
i broken embankment at the
: Bawana entry point of the ca-

pace,” said water minister
Atishi, who visited thesite.

Quite a few blocks of a JJ
colony in the area, which has
both pucca constructions and
shanties, have been affected
badly with waterentering the
roads and houses.

The repairs are being car-
ried out by Haryana irriga-
tion department and Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) with officials

hopeful that the breach in :
CLC — carrier line channel,
one of the two lines which
carry watertoDelhi—willbe :
fully repaired by Friday eve- @
ning.Themcidentisexpected
toimpactproductionatmajor :
water treatment plants, in-
cluding Haiderpur, Bawana,
Nangloiand Dwarka.
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