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GURGONE AGAIN: Millenniur:

City breaks

down after receiving 97mm of rain in 6 hours

Ipsita.Pati@timesofindia.com

Gurgaon: Roads resembled
lakes, traffic came to a crawl
and houses plunged into dark-
ness - six hours of rain once
again brought the city on its
knees on Sunday. :
Gurgaon received 97.5mm of
rain between 6am and noon —
more than 93Imm it recorded
through July Though it contin-
uedtorainthroughtheafternoon,
the intensity was much lower.
Noneof thescenesthatthe
city portrayed through the
morning was unknown to its
residents as the showers lifted
the veil off the authorities’
lack of preparedness for the

monsoon despite the rains

coming weeks late.
' Keystretchesthat wereleft
waterlogged were  Golf

Course Road, Huda Metro
road, NH-8 in Narsinghpur,
the road near Sheetla Mata
Mandir, Khandsa Chowk, Ra-
jivChowk and Medanta Road.

Traffic moved at snail’s
pace and commuting became
arduous. It being Sunday, traf-

ficwasthinnerthan otherdays.

“I could barely see any- .

thing through the windshield.
Itwasasif Iwasdrivingwitha
blindfold. Potholes filled with
rainwater madeit worse. Driv-
ing through such stretches
was extremely risky” said
Chirag Gupta of South City-1.
Kriti Pandey; a commuter;
faced congestion on the sector
30-31 road. “The road leading
to Huda metro station was

: choked as well,” she said.

Traffic cops were deployed
at key stretches to guide vehi-
cles. “Teams were clearly in-
structed to ensure traffic was
on the move, even at water-
logged stretches. Insomeareas,
where vehicles got stuck,
cranes were called to remove
them. Rajiv Chowk underpass,
Sheetla Mata Mandir road,
Narsinghpur and Mahavir
Chowk were some of the areas
worstaffected by therain,” said
Virender Vij, DCP (traffic).

Deputy commissioner
Nishant Kumar Yadav in-
spected some of theflooded ar-

“easand claimed that the situa-

Downpour floods service roads of

Dwarka expressway; underpass shut

H eavy downpour on Sunday triggered flooding on the service
roads of newly inaugurated Dwarka Expressway too,
underscoring several deficiencies on the speedway. The authorities
had to shut Bajghera underpass due waterlogging. Several internal
roads in new sectors along the expressway also witnessed
waterlogging. Residents, who began moving into these areas as
early as 2017 are expressing growing frustration as the inadequate
infrastructure continues to exacerbate the problem. GMDA had
earlier claimed the drainage networkin these new sectors would be
completed by 2025. However, recent developmentsindicated that
this timeline may be overly optimistic. Sunday’s rain highlighted
severe deficiencies, with service roads along the expressway
resembling rivers. ommuters were left stranded, unable to navigate
flooded roads. Residents claimed that waterlogging in new sectors
is symptomatic of alargerissue — a critical gap ininfrastructure

planning and development. Tnn

tion could have been worse
had the administration not
taken ample measures.

“This time, we were pre-
pared todeal with the problem
of waterlogging. We identified
112 critical points across the
city and deployed 14 senior of-
ficers to ensure water was
drained out. That is why traf-

ficwas smooth in underpasses
and water did not accumulate
on the main carriageway of
NH-8. Yes, traffic had to be di-
verted from areas that were
moreflooded,” hesaid.

When there’s torrential
rain, can outages be far be-
hind? Many sectors reported

power cuts through the morn-

ing. Till late on Sunday eve-
ning, power had still not re-
turned tomany societies.

The ‘Red Run Marathon’,
which was organised in Laser
Valley toraiseawarenessabout
HIV on Sunday, was cancelled.

Sunday’s rain was by far
the highest the city received
this monsoon. The observato-
ry recorded 35mm of rain on
July 3 and 39.5mm on July 31.
Through the entire month of
July, Gurgaon received
93.Imm on an average against
anormal of 175.4mm.

Data sourced from the dis-
trict administration showed
Wazirabad received 108mm,
followed by Sohna at 75mm,
Manesar 70mm, Kadipur
69mm, Harsaru 69mm, Bad-
shapur 45mm, and soon.

The maximum temper-
ature, however, didn’t see
much change. It came down by
0.8 degrees from 31.3 degrees
Celsius on Saturday. India Me-
teorological Department has
predicted more spells of mod-
erate to heavy showers over
the next few days.
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Rain claims more lives

with deaths of 2 minors

Karn Pratap Singh and
_ Paras Singh

Ietters@hindustantime;.com

NEW DELHI: A 13-year-old boy
was electrocuted after he
touched an iron pipe carrying a
live electric wire to a gaushala
and a seven-year-old boy
drowned in a rainwater puddle
after the heavy downpour on
Saturday, police said, adding to
the unrelenting list of fatalities
caused by civic apathy this mon-
soon.

According to police, the
13-year-old boy was electrocuted
while playing cricket with his
siblings and friends in Kotla
Vihar Phase 2 near Ranhola, and
the seven-year-old boy drowned
in a park in Rohini Sector 20,
when playing with his friends.

Police identified the 13-year-
old boy as Aditya Raj and regis-
tered a case of death by negli-
gence against unknown people
at the Ranhola police station.
Investigators are ascertaining if
waterlogging around the iron
pipe, due to rains, led to an elec-
trical leakage, Deputy commis-
sioner of police Jimmy Chiram
said they also trying to establish
the ownership of the pole.

An initial probe suggested the
wire between the gaushala and a
concrete structure was old and
was exposed at multiple places.
It allegedly belongs to a private
cricket academy.

An official from the electricity
department claimed that “the
discom network, located around
100 metres from the pole, was
not involved in the incident.”

“Based on ground reports, the
incident occurred within an
enclosed private playground
when the boy came in contact
with a private iron pipe. It
appears that the pole had an
electrical leakage from an inter-
nal wire. The discom network
was not involved in the incident,
As per DERC regulations, dis-
com supply is only till the
metre,” they said. -

" Vehicles wade through an

-

Aditya, 13, and Tarun, 7.

DCP Chiram said police
Teceived a call around 1.30pm
from Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(DDU) hospital about the boy.
“The boy was rushed to the hos-

e *‘ : 3 -
inundated road at

pital where doctors declared him

dead on admission. A first infor-
mation report (FIR) for death by
negligence was registered under
section 106(1) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),” he added.
On Sunday, the family mem-
bers, relatives and neighbours of
the boy held a protest in the area,
demanding justice and action
against those responsible.
Bechan Mahto, the father of

the victim, said that his three

sons had gone to play cricket
around 12.30pm. “Someone

called and informed my wife that

5

Aditya suffered an - electric
shock. My other two sons tried to
save him using a wooden stick.
They also suffered shock in the
process,” Mahto said.
Aditya’s death is the ninth
electrocution in the city since the
onset of monsoon. On July 24, a
26-year-old IAS aspirant was
electrocuted after he tripped
while crossing a flooded lane
and grabbed an iron gate, which
was charged after coming in
contact with a live power line.
On July 25, another man, a
30-year-old labourer, was elec-
trocuted in Karawal Nagar. On
June 28, when over 200mm of
rain lashed Delhi, a 39-year-old
man was electrocuted in Rohini
‘after brushing pasta live wire on
awaterlogged road. On July13, a
34-year-old woman was electro-

cuted on a waterlogged road in

Bhajanpura. Other electrocution
deaths this monsoon include the

Jangpura on Sunday.

a BSES employee in Dwarka on -

June 14 and a constable, who
died after coming in coritact with
a high-tension wire on a roof in

ary for autopsy. N

AJAY AGGARWAL/HT PHOTO

Najafgarh on June 23.

7-yr-old drowns in puddle

Deputy commissioner of police
(Rohini) Gurigbal Singh Sidhu
said police received a call around
6.30pm on Saturday that a boy
drowned in a park in Rohini Sec-
tor 20. The child was taken to a
nearby hospital where he was
declared dead. He was identified
by his first name as Tarun.’
Jaswant Singh Chaudhary, a
relative of Tarun, said, “The chil-
dren were playing in the park
when Tarun drowned. The park
belongs to DDA. The police
informed the family about his
death around 8pm.” Chaudhary
said the boy is survived by his
parents and two siblings.

“The body has been preserved

ina government hospital mortu-
legal
action has been taken,” Sidhu
said.

The incident came to light less
than 24 hours after two boys,

“both aged17, drownedina pud-

dlein Prem Nagar.
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Sasv doorsmdgarbagelspﬂmupbéeause Mayfield Garde plain about the lack of proper infras-
Gurgaon: In a city familiar with the noonecancomeandm&ctztllt’sreabﬁ 3,23A, 51 27,40,31 nd57. ;ﬁ*uctm'e. including a stormwater
dlsmpuoncausedbymonsnon-afault lyfrustrating,”shesaid. =~ e nt L 0] .
; ‘ The struggle was similar for resi-
dentsof&xshantlnkzands DLFLZ

D S : S = : = - :mmomm:tauthormeshavenot
mamc‘chaosfomdmanymswina T td connected the main stormwater drain

dwr&m the weekend. mﬁunﬁectms and localities. It ends up

cmﬁsssmds&eetswereﬁlledmﬂa knee-
sp waters, with garbage floatingon it.
7anita Pasricha, who lives in Sush-

antlmk 1,said she had plannedtogoto |

D@m:mrafamnygaﬂwmngon Sunday.

mer, ‘monsoon has become a nuisance
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Boulders fell gn the Chandigarh- Shimla highway on Sunday. .
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SOLAN, AUGUST 11

Vehicular traffic got disrupt-
ed at Chakki Mor on the Par-
wanoo-Dharampur' ' section
of the national -highway-5
today as boulders and muck
fell from the hill follcvnng
incessant rain. -

The wvehicles moved at a
snail’'s pace near Chakki
Mor as traffic was diverted to
two lanes.. i

Solan - Additional - Deputy

/Commiissioner Ajay Yadav said

there was partial disruption at

'_Chakkl Mor and the traffic

Heavylam hampers
lic at Chakki Mor

movementwasrestoned
Apart from this, a pucca

houseownedbyBeenaDeviin

Dhalli village of Kandaghat

‘and muck fell on the roof eatisy
- ing widespread damage.

In another incident, a cow
died after a boulder fell on it at
Jobi village in Ramshehar of
Nalagarh sub-division follow-
ing heavy downpour.

Three roads, including

Ramshehar - Sunna Nerli,
‘Ramshehar - Dharmana and
Ramshehar - Chamdar faced
traffic disruptions due to land-
slides in'Nalagarh.

Portlon of Matour—ShlmIa

~ four-lane road washed away

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSAILA, AUGUST 11

A portion of under construc-

tion Matour-Shimla four-lane

road was washed away near

Ranital, about 30 kilometres
from Dharamsala. Two lanes

of the four lane road near -
Ranital were washed away in

the morning hours after
_heavy rains throughout the
night”in Kangra region.
Sources here said that road
‘got washed away as the old
retaining wall with the sup-
port of which was standing
gave away. :
The debris from the dam-
aged portion of road fell

over the track of narrow-.
gauge Pathankot Joginder- -

nagar railway line. The rail
services over the track had
already been suspended

“The Shimla -Matour road daméged due to heavy fai'n on Sunday.

the damage to the track

may delay the resumption
of ftrain services to the
region, the sources avail-
able here said.

Despite damage to the por-
tion of national highway, the

traffic was not disrupted as -

remaining two lanes of nation-

Heavy rains in the region
submerged-many..areas of
Kangra town. The blocked
drainage led to inundation of
roads and. streets in Kangra-

drainage of rain v
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Rain fury claims 30
lives in 4 northern
states; 5mlssmg

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Rain fury in the
north left 30 people dead on
Sunday across Rajasthan, Hi-
machal, UP and Punjab, where
nine from an extended family

. were washed away after their

car sank in a stream. At least

five people were missing. Ra-
. jasthan, especially Jaipur and

» Related reports,P 11

Health worke de thrugh a ;
waterlogged area near a hospital
after rainfall in Patna on Sunday

. Bharatpur, bore the brunt,
: with 16 deaths and two people
. missing. The dead included
. threemenwhowentforadipin
. Jaipur’s Kanota dam. Two oth-

ers inthegroup aremissing.
In Bharatpur, seven young

men posing for reels near the

Banganga fell into the river

andlost theirlives after ground

beneath them caved in. Three
youths drowned in a rain-fed
pond in Jhunjhunu after get-
ting stuck in sludge. In Karauli
district, which witnessed a
flood-likesituation withrecord
rainfall of 380mm on Sunday, a
man and his 10-year-old son Jia
werekilled when aportion of &
neighbour’s house collapsed
ontheir home. Jodhpurreport-
ed one death, of a 17-year-old
who drowned in Koilana lake
during a trekking trip.

The rainfall caused wide-
spread damage throughout Ra-
jasthan. CM Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma reviewed the situation Su-
nday and told officials to pro-
videtimely helptotheaffected.

mm.m»unlnmmmmsn
\s many as 12 persons,
ncluding 11 members of a
amily, travelling from Dehlan
illage in Una district of
fimachal Pradesh to attend a
redding at Nawanshahr in an
nnova car were swept away
'1aﬂashﬂoodee10nDoaba

InPunjab’sHoshiarpur, the
nine died when their Innova
was negotiating a seasonal
stream at Jaijon Doaba village
on the border with Himachal.
According to locals, the driver
apparently misjudged the
depth of the stream after
watching a bulldozer wade in
and crossit: A teen wasrescued
but two were still missing.

“The strong flow swept the
Innova away. Two-three of us
immediately rushed to get a
rope and the bulldozer driver
tried toreach them, but he had
tofall back dueto the swift cur-
rents. Those inside the vehicle

«“were washed away, but a teen-
aged boy was pushed to the
side of the stream and we
pulled himout,” said a villager.

In Himachal, three girls
died and one person was mis-
sing after landslides and flash
floods over the last twodays.

In UP’s Jalaun, a woman
and her seven-year-old son
died after the roof of their
house collapsed followingrain.

!a)o&’ 2024

‘the mud. Wthm seconds it -
~ was swept away by the strong

current. One person, Deepak,

“was rescued by some people

nearby. Deputy Commission-
er Komal Mittal said a
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) team was
called immediately for a

search and rescue operation.

Sources said despite warn-

~ ing from locals, the driver
tried to cross the swollen
choe. The vehicle was washed

Nawanshahr vbound Innova gets stuckm chce

The Imﬂ\atvasmstedamym aﬂmhﬂoodatJejon KAMALJEET SINGH

tives and ﬁm:b' membem shahx:'lheearwasbemgdnv
hadleﬁ#manlxmovatoaﬁzend en by Binda, son of Hukam

~a wedding ceremony at Chand of the same village.
_Netum\mlvﬂlagemﬁm ’Iheut%moccupantswm'e

Deepaks father Sumt (55),
mother Paramjit Kaur (50),
Sarup Chand (49), Binder

| (Sarup Chand’s wife), Shino

(wife of Amrik Singh), her

- daughter Bhavna (18), son

Harshit (12), Anku (20) and
two others. DSP Jagir Singh
said the search operation was
still on and Deepak, whose
condition was stable, had
been admitted to a«hugp”f
at Garhshankar.

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu
and Deputy CM Mukesh
Agnihotri have condoled the
deaths and said all possible -
assistance would be provided
to the bereaved families by

the government.
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