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GURUG! ,AUM ;
As the year-long efforts of the
Gurugram Metropolitan
Development . . Authority
(GMDA) failed  to prevent
flooding and waterlogging in
the city, the body held an
urgent  inter-department

meeting today to exercise:

damage control in Gurugram.
Accordmg to M offi-
cials, them \i

at deliberating on a broad

and long-term compreh:
sive development plan for
enhanced flood prepared-
ness during the monsoon
season. Whﬂe theentme city

in 2020 to only 16 in 2024.
“The GMDA has analysed
satellite data collated over a

period of five ygars to identify -

and map the low-lying and
potential waterlogging-prone
areas in the Gurgaon-Mane-
sar Urban Complex region.
Out of the 79 vulnerable spots
along GMDA master roads in
2020, remedial measures and
work of laying adequate infra-
structure have been taken up
by the authority at 63 such
locations to provide relief dur-
ing heavy rainfall” said
GMDA CEO A Sreenivas.
“We will also identify addi-
tional new hotspots, where
waterlogging  has ' been
reported this year. These
will be shared with the
respective departments. A
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committee will be formed to
chalk out a cohesive and
long-term comprehensive
plan to equip the city with
adequate and efficient
drainage ~and ' mitigate
urban flooding,” he said.
The 'GMDA authorities
directed the Municipal Cor-

porations of Gurugram and
Manesar to closely examine
their existing drainage net-

work and expedite the work

in areas where the drainage
infrastructure  “was being
built. Additionally, they have
been asked to ensure that the
internal drains are connected

with the master drain of the
GMDA so that the stormwa-
ter within the sectors is chan-
nelised into master drains.
Officials of the National

Highways Authority of India
(NHATI) were asked to submit
the complete structure of

their existing drain network
and its connectivity with the

GMDA master drainage. The -

GMDA team will carry out

an inspection to the check
the functlonahty of the:

NHAI drains and ensure
that' these are properly
linked with the authority’s

existing master stormwater

drains, Legl L2 and L3.

According to GMSE)A o

. cials, the check dams dey

oped by the body across

ferent creeks located in

Aravallis have been ir
ding

The Urban Environme
Division has been asked

. ensure that all new gre

belts art built lower th

“the level of the main c:
‘riageway to support rainw

ter retention during t
heavy monsoon season..
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After June deﬁ(:lt, August logs
8% excess rain within 2 week:

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Unusually active
monsoon this month has pushed
the total monsoon rainfall to a
6% excess since June1, data from
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) showed. In the first
12 days of the month, August has
recorded 28% excess rain, with
the copious amounts of rain
leaving parts of northwest India,
including Delhi-NCR, flooded.

Heavy rainfall is likely to con-
tinue over Rajasthan, Uttar Pra-
desh, east and northeast India
over the next seven days, IMD
has warned, adding that isolated
heavy to very heavy rainfall is
also very likely over Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, South Interior Kar-
nataka and Rayalaseema during
next five days.

In August, there is 55.7%
excess rain over northwest India;

46.8% excess over eastand north-

east India; 13.1% excess over cen-
tral India and 2.7% excess over the
southern peninsula. July saw 9%
excess rain while June recorded
a11% deficiency.

Experts attributed the excess
rain to multiple weather systems
running concurrently.

“There are multiple weather
systems at play. There are two
cyclonic circulations currently —
one over northeast Rajasthan and
another over southeast Uttar Pra-
desh. The monsoon trough is over
the Indo-Gangetic Plains region. It
is very active. The trough is likely
to remain over the same area for
next 4-5 days. So, there will be
more rain this week. We are not
expecting break monsoon in the
next week. Rainfall has picked up
in August also because ENSO neu-
tral conditions have set in which is
supporting monsoon,” - said
Mahesh Palawat, vice president,
climate and meteorology at Symet
Weather.

Meanwhile, latest model out-

puts indicate that transition to
La Nina may be delayed. IMD’s
. Monsoon Mission Climate Fore-
cast System (MMCFS) indicated
that La Nina conditions are likely
to develop during second half of
the monsoon season. US’ %%
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration issued a
La Nina watch in May, indicating
that La Nina conditions are

SO FAR, AUGUST
HAS SEEN 55.7%
EXCESS RAIN OVER

NORTHWEST INDL& :

46.8% OVER EAST

AND NORTHEAST

INDIA, 13.1% OVER
CENTRAL INDIA
AND 2.7% EXCES5S
OVER SOUTHERN
PENINSULA

. expected to be established soon.

The La Nina watch issued last
week said La Nifia could form as
early as June-August .

~ Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services

(INCOIS) said on August 5 that .

the sea surface temperature
anomaly signature in the eastern
and Central Pacific shows the
near-neutral ENSO condition
continued in July as well.

“The probability for the
Pacific Ocean to remain in ENSO
neutral condition is high until
October. From November to Jan-
uary, the probabilities for the
neutral conditions to continue or
La Nina events to develop are
almost equal (45-60%). The
probability for the Pacific to
remain in ENSO neutral condi-
tions is high from February to
April 2025,” INCOIS said.

“La Nina has not really devel-
oped in full swing.... It is getting
delayed but may develop towards
the end of monsoon. Because of
this monsoon will be active in Sep-
tember also,” said M Rajeevan,
former secretary, ministry of earth
sciences and climate scientist.

The term El Nino refers to the
large-scale ocean-atmosphere cli-
mate phenomenon linked to a
periodic warming in sea-surface

temperatures across the central |

. and east-central equatorial Pacific.
El Nino represents the warm
phase of the El Nino/Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) cycle while La
Nina is just the opposite. La Nina
refers to the periodic coolmg of
ocean surface temperatures in the
central and east-central equatorial

3 Pacific that occurs every 3 to 5

years or so. These phenomena are
a part of natural climate variability
buthave an impact on rainfalland
temperatures globally.

Vehicles pass through a waterlogged Sikar Road following heavy rain in Jaipur on Monday.

23 killed as relentless rainfal
wreaks havoc in three states

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR/DEHRADUN/LUCKNOW:
Atleast 23 people were killed in
rain-related incidents in the last
24 hours across Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand as
relentless heavy monsoon show-
ers wreaked havoc in different
parts of the country, especially
northern and north-western
India, on Monday.

Heavy rains, according to offi-
cials in the three states, led to
severe flooding, swelling of riv-
ersand other water bodies, and

“landslides, bringing normal life

to a screeching halt. Of the 23
casualties in rain-related inci-
dents, 12 people were killed in
Uttar Pradesh, eight in Rajast-
han and three in Uttarakhand in
the last 24 hours, officials said.
According to the UP relief
commissioner’s office, four peo-
ple died due to-drowning in over-
flowing water bodies, four killed
due to snakebites, three died
after being struck by lightning,
and one person was killed due to
heavy rainfall in Banda district.
Isolated moderate toheavyrain

12 PEOPLE WERE
KILLED INU.P, 8IN
RAJASTHAN AND
THREE PEOPLE IN
UTTARAKHAND IN
RAIN-RELATED
INCIDENTS IN THE
LAST 24 HOURS

was reported in several areas,
exacerbating flood situation, espe-
cially in Basti and Farrukhabad
districts. According to the IMD,
Sultanpur district logged the maxi-
mum 51.6 mm of rainfall in the 24
hours ending at 8.30 am on Mon-

day. “Most areas are under control «

and relief measures have been
deployed. However, there are a
few areas where roads in and out
of villages have become inaccessi-
ble due to floeds,” relief commis-
sioner GS Naveen Kumar said.

In Rajasthan, disaster manage-
ment authorities confirmed at
least eight deaths, including five
men drowning in the Kanota dam
and two others in Galta lake in Jai-
pur, in the last 24 hours following
incessant rains. A 30-year-old man

in Dausa was also killed on M
day after being washed away
the Moroli dam, officials said.

The weather office, me:
while, has predicted heavy ra
fall for next 4-5 days, especia
in eastern Rajasthan. Scho
remained shut in Jaipur, Sav
Madhopur, Bharatpur, Dat
and Karauli districts follows
predictions of heavy rainfall.

In Uttarakhand, three peo,
were killed in rain-related in
dents while as many were fear
missing after they were swe
away in water bodies followi
heavy rainfall in various parts
the hill state,

- In Uttarkashi district, a vehi
was crushed under a boulder
Radi Top leading to the death c
54-year-oldman.In Bageshwa:
woman was swept away in t
local rain-fed Pahadi Pani dr:
near Garud on Sunday and I
body was found two km dow
stream, police said. A 10-year-
boy, Amarjeet, was swept away
the swollen Gaula river in H
dwani on Sunday evening and |
body was recovered 5 km dow
stream in Goda Padav area, Na
ital district officials said.




THE TIMES OF TNDIA —

J3~8 -2y

Mym o
@timesofindia.com

. New Delhi: On Monday, untll B
“8.30 am, SPS Mayur Vihar in
east Delhirecorded 58 mm of

rainfall, while Safdarjung,
the city’s base weather sta-
tion, received 29.8 mm. This
isn't the first time Mayur Vi-
‘har has recorded more rain-
fall than other stations this
monsoon season. Met offici-
alsattributed thevariationin

rainfall intensity to local fac-

tors and weather systems.

=  From2.30 pmt08.30 pm on
Saturday, SPS Mayur Vihar
reported heavy rainfall of 66
mm, makmg it the only sta-
tion to receive significant ra-
in that day. In contrast, Saf-

_darjung recorded just 16.8
mm during the same period.
On Aug 1, Mayur Vihar log-
ged a maximum rainfall of
147.5mm, with 142 mm falling
in six haurs, including 89.5
mm within a single hour. In-

“dia Meteorological Depart-

ment (IMD) categorised this
as ‘extremely intense’ sho-
wers. Meanwhile, Safdar-
“jung recorded 107.6 mm of ra-
mfall over nine hours on the

uousoou METER: Many areas in the city recelved sporadic rain on Monday

same day.

Met officials noted that'
- Mayur Vihar has been recei-

ving more rainfall than other
stations due to local factors,

'mcludmg the position of the

monsoon trough and cyclo—
niccirculation. 3

sc1ent1st at. IMD said, “The

distribution of rainfall vari-

es depending on factors like

the location of the monsoon

- trough and the direction of
_cyclonic circulation. Areas
~ closest to the monsoon tro-
; -~ ughreceivemorerainfall. Lo-

RK Jenamam a senmr -

cal topongaphy also plays an

- importantrole.”

Another Met official high-
lighted that rainfall distribu-
tion varies depending on at-
mospheric and geographical
conditions. “Localfactors, in-

_cluding urbanisation and

green cover, influence rain-

fall patterns. Open spaces

with green @over are likely to
receive more rain than high-
ly concretised areas. Mayur
Vihar is relatively greener
and closer to the Yamuna,”
the official said.

On July 26, the Ridge ob-
servatory in north Delhi and
Delhi University saw heavy
precipitation of 99 mm and
93.5 mm, respectively, while
Safdarjung recorded mode-
raterainfallof 39.4mm.

A similar variation in ra-
infallwas observed onJuly28
wher Pusareceived 58 mm of
rainfall, while Safdarjungre-
corded none. The intense ra-
infall in Pusa led to flooding

| in nearby areas, and three
- students died after being

trapped in the flooded base-

' ‘ment of a coaching centre in

Old Rajender Nagar.

IMD director general M
Mohapatra told TOI on July
29 that this wasn't a localised

“weather event. “Convective
cloud cells were moving
across the city, causing diffe-
rent intensities of rain at dif-
ferent times in various areas.
We cannot call the rain at Pu-
sa a local activity. It was mon-
soonrain,” Mohapatra said.
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Rain-elated Raj
incidents kill 20

%)
neessant showers, especially -
T ]_Rescued g inJaipur and Bharatpur, have
‘ = 2 Caused 20 deaths in rajn. St
- Times News Network relatedincidents inRajasthan
, - e , since Sunday. On Monday, two
Kullu: Aroung 197 roads cousinsfromSawa'i‘Madhom?“”
were closed, many areas drowned in Galta Kundin
" plunged into darkness, anq - Jaipur. Rainfa| ranging from
water supply schemes hit in 00mm to 258mm was recorded
Himachal Pradesh on Mon. inDausa, Karauli ang Sawai
day, asrains continue'galash Madhopurdismcts.-ﬂeavy :
the state through theday _ s raimahavedisnmtednormal _
. According to state emer-  Rescue teams are working.on €vacuating people from flooded areas life, with waterlogging atmany
“gency operation centre (SE- in Rajasthan and provide them with food, water and medical aid places andiow-lying areas
OC), heavy rains and land- #5 7 weow e inundated, Rescue teams are
slides forced 66 roads to stay Mandi, but only one-way traf. - Pandohstarteq cavinginand working round the clock to
closed in Shimla district, 58 fic was allowed, as landslide  NHAI officiag inspected it evacuate people from flooded
roads in Sirmayr district, 33 debris made it difficult to- ‘ on Monday . areasand provide them with
In Mandi, 26 in Kully, fivein trafficonbothlanes, InKinnaunanothez;iégd;ﬁ, d, water and medical aig,
Lahaul-8piti, apart from - Apoorv: Devgan, deputy slide at Nigulsari blocked = Metde, artment has issued a
somemore in Kinnaur G commissioner of Mangi,’éaid NH-50n Monday, apart from red alertfor.laipur, Karauliand
Many areas plung;eg into - keeping highway open at 9. fiye otherroadsindistrict. Sawai Madhopurdistricts,
darkness, as 211 distribution Mile has become a challenge.  ghimja Met office said whereheavy‘tpextremely
1 'regions (DTRs) Heavymmsmeanmgﬁe- “the. state receis ‘@ total heavy rainfalljs expectedinthe
were, disrupted on onday, quent landslides there. We de- rainfall of 14.3mm on Mon-  next24 hours. Ty :
Wwith highest 113 DTRs%eport-- ployed workforce, through (s , against the normal of
ed in Una, which aw heavy " the day and night, to ensure 9.83mm. In the Dast 24 hours, flash flood on Sunday. While x
rainfall and flash flog on  the highway remains open. [Una recorded the highest nine bodies were recovered,
Sunday In all, 143 Water sup- :i_’l?hedisuict‘hassuffbredaloss‘ - rainfall at 94.5mm and Kully one person was rescued and |
ply schemes’ were affected  of around Rs 160 crore during thelowestrainfall atsmm. twoarestillmissing. e
throughoutthestate. Lo i ﬁaismonsacn,”Devgazzsaid. ~ An SUV with 12 passen- Deputy CM Mukesh Ag-
~ Chandigarh-Man; high- According to officials, a = gers wag Wwashed away on  nihotri visited flood-affected
Way was reopened at 9 Milein  stretch of the highway near  Una-Punjab borderin Una’s areasof Unaon Monday,
B .." T P < 5 i = : : o T X
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