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Under-construction tu el collapses
near Shimla after hevylandslide_ |

SHIMLA, AUGUSTIS

A massive landslide trig-
gered by heavy rain led to
the collapse of a portion of
an under-construction tu
nel on the Kaithalig
Dhalli stretch of the KaIka

i Shlmla four-lane project
near Shimla today. Howev-
€1, no loss of life was been'
reported in the incident.

'Ihemctdentoccunedmthe

{ unti locality near the -
: state S mpltal when a part of -
the mountain under which a-
. tunnel was being constructed
@mmenhypomt,remlhng
 inthe collapse of the part of the
 tunnel where the construction
wmkwasmpmgvess ,
/ Accotc:ﬁngtoreports, debns
had started falling at the site
on Monday evening due to
which | workers and the
‘machinery deployed for the
construction work  were
removed from there and tak-
en to a safer place. A video of
the incident went viral on
social media platforms.

- The National Highways
Authority of India %
had recently cump]eted the
stabllisatxon work on the site. .
Tt was set to start the dlggmg
work for the construction of
ﬂlksé%metre tunnel.

manager, NHAI

Achai J“mdal said that the
landshde had overwhelmed
thetuxmelbefomﬂsconsh'uc-
tlonworkcmﬂdbecompleted.
He added that efforts were
being made to reinforce the
tunnel while that debris was
being cleared and:the area
was being stabilised. — TNS

The site ofthe under—constructlon tunnel that collapsed followmg heavy rainfall at Sanjaull in Shlmla PTI
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Officials Sweat As River
Swells, But Not For Long

After Nearing D

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As the water le-
vel in the Yamuna approa-
ched the danger mark on Tu-
esday morning, govt officials
were on their toes apprehen-
ding a reprise of last year’s
flooding. To their relief, ho-
wever, the water level began
todrop later in the day.

The water level in the Ya-
muna began rising from 1pm
on Monday, when it was at
203.04m. By 7pm that day; it
had reached a level of
204.08m. According to data
from the Central Water Com.-
mission, the level reached a
high of 204.38 metres at 3am
at the Hathni Kund barrage
in Haryana on Tuesday. The
level began dropping, howe-
ver, by 6am and 11 hours later
at 5pm, the water level was at
203.93m further declining to
' 203.83m by 7pm.

The warning mark for the
cityis204.5m. Whilethe dang-
ermark is 205.3m, evacuation
is implemented when the le-
velreaches 206m.

'To learn of the possibility
of a flood-like situation, TOI
spoke to officials in the Harya-
na irrigation department,
which controls the Hathni
Kund barrage. They explained
that the water level in Delhi
had increased dueto therisein
the Yamuna’s volume upstre-
am. An official said, “On Sun-
day, approximately 50,000 cu-
secs were released from Hath-
niKund, the highest volume in
recent days. The following day;
the volume dropped to below

Raj

Ps AND DOWNS: The level reached a high of 204.38 metres at 3am at the Hathni Kund barrage

anger Mark, Yamuna Level Starts Dropp

ing

40,000 cusecs and by Tuesday
morning, it had dipped to aro-
und 12,000 cusecs before redu-
cingeven further.”

Officials said that it took
36-78 hours for the discharge
volume toreflect in the river’s
water level in Delhi, depen-
dingonthecondition of theri-
ver. They explained that the
rise in water level in Delhi
wasaresultof water beingre-
leased from Hathni Kund on
Sunday, which only arrived in
the capital by Tuesday. They,
therefore, expected no imme-
diaterisk of flooding in Delhi.

An official of Delhi govt’s
flood and irrigation depart-
ment concurred. “By 5 pm on
Tuesday, the volume being re-

leased from the barrage was
8,274 cusecs. So we expect the
riverleveltodrop further. Un-
less there is a discharge of
over two lakh cusecs from
Hathni Kund, the river level
will remain in control,” the
officialsaid. |

In 2023, theriver level rose
from the warningmark to the
evacuation level within four
days. The water began to rise
on July 9, crossed the danger
mark on July 11 and reached
an unprecedented level of
208.66m on July 13, which was
3.33m above the danger level
and 2.66m above the evacua-
tion mark. The major reason
for this was the 3.5 lakh cu-
secs of water released from

Hathni Kund on July 11 plus
an estimated 11.3 lakh cusecs
from Wazirabad. With down-
stream sewers, drains and
the river itself cho ed, gates
of the barrage jammed and
the floodplain compromised
by encroachments, the wa-
ter’s flow was obstructed, lea-
ding to.flooding. Thousands
of people had to be evacuated
and large portions of the city,
including densely populated,
low-lying riverine areas and
key spots such as ITO, Rajg-
hat, and Delhi Secretariat,
were submerged.

Delhi govt officials clai-
med tobebetter prepared this
year to handle a situation si-
milartolast year’s.




