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‘Flood threat looms over north Bihar districts

Several rivers in spate following heavy rain in the catchment areas of Nepal

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

With many north Bihar rivers
in spate, flood threat looms
over areas in border districts.
Some low lying villages of
East and West Champaran
districts have already been
inundated.

The catchment areas of
neighbouring Nepal have
been witnessing heavy rain
for the last several days, caus-
ing rivers originating from
the Himalayan region to over-
flow. On Monday, the Bagma-
ti river crossed the highest
flood level at Belsand in She-
ohar district, while Kosi

threatened to cross the dan-
ger mark in Khagaria district.
Similarly, the enhanced re-
lease of water in Gandak river
from Nepal through Valmiki-
nagar Barrage in West Cham-
paran triggered flood threat
in the district and neighbour-
ing Gopalganj.

“The water levels in Lalba-
keya, Sikarahana, Kamla-Ba-,
lan and Gandak rivers have
been rising alarmingly,” said
an official. Several villagesin
West Champaran district
have been inundated. A video
footage also showed floodwa-
ters gushing into a Sashastra
Seema Bal camp near Jhandu

in Bagaha subdivision.

‘Officials on high alert’
“All officials and engineers

‘have been put on high alert in

view of rains in Nepal re-

gion... round-the-clock vigil is

also being maintained by offi-
cials in flood-prone areas,”
said State Water Resources
Minister Sanjay Kumar Jha.
State chief secretary Dee-
pak Kumar on Monday held a
high-level meeting with crisis
management group to review
the flood situation in north
Bihar. “There is heavy pres-
sure of floodwater on em-
bankments in these areas but

the situation until now is un-
der control,” said a water re-
sources department official.
cEarlier, the Central Water
Commission too had issued
flood alert in areas of East
Champaran, Muzaffarpur, Si-
tamarhi, Jahnjharpur and
Madhubani districts.

“Heavy rainfall can be ex-
pected only at isolated places
in north Bihar over next 24
hours... However, south-west
monsoon has been active in
Bihar and rainfall with thun-
derstorm would occur in all
38 districts till July 16,” said
Sanjay Kumar of the Patna
Meteorological Centre.
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RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATL
- The tiger can feel helpless
1tw. i Al iy St
~ Wildlife officials and
rescue workers at the -
flooded Kaziranga National
Park (KNP) had to provide a
“safe passage” for three
tigers in less than two days,
guiding them to the relative
safety of the hills beyond a.
highway along the southern
edge of the park. :

“Two tigers swam out to
Baghmari village on the
outskirts of the western
range of the KNP. One was
directed towards Karbi
‘Anglong and reached safely,
the other disturbed by dogs
in the village rested beside
the highway before it was
also guided to the forest in

. thehills,” said P. Sivakumar,
i the park’s director.

- Search for sanctuary: A tiger trying to reach higher ground in

the flooded Kaziranga National Park. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

Ammalsusenmemawr

and several minor corridors

between the KNP and the
hills of Karbi Anglong to -
escape floods during the
monsoon and return when.
the waters subside.

About 95% of the park
has been flooded this year,
with 173 of the 223 anti-
poaching camps inundated.

Sofar,Slaxmnalshave .
been killed and 102 rescued
during two waves of flood
since May 22. A majority of
the animals either drowned

- or were hit by vehicles while

crossing the highway. The
rescued animals include a

 rhino and a tiger.

Many houses, resorts,
roadside eateries and other
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structures havecome up
over the years on the
corridors that are beyond
the KNP but within the
eco-sensitive zone that is yet
to be specified. Among the
newest such structures is a
resort being built on the
Kanchanjuri animal corridor
allegedly by an MLA of the
ruling alliance in Assam. -

On Monday, an operation

to guide a sub-adult male

tiger to safety took 11 hours. :'
It came out of the park and

took shelter in a goatshed at  :

tiger was disturbed by
human activities. We waited
patiently to let it rest and
regahutssu-engthwhile
making the villagers
understand they need to
givethesmpedcatsome
space,” said Sanshul Ali, a
rehabﬂitanonvetmnarian
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rain only innorth

and southwest Delhi so far

WAIT FOR GOOD MONSOON RAIN T0 CONTINUE

RAINFALL IN BFLHI THIS SEASON

- % Central Delhi
East [T

Actual rain (mm)

~ Northwest [£]

West EEREER

New Delhi SRR ..o 1321
North RSN T ... 1434
Northeast _—-—-——-l 143 3

~ South Y. a5
 Southwest SN . .......... 119 RN

1182

167

Overall —Em—iﬂi

| « Large deficient (-99% to -60%) = Deficient (-59% to -20%)
= Normal (-19% to 19%) = Excess (zu%toss%) = Large excess (60% or mnre)

Normal ram % deﬁﬂt

> Delhi's overall deficit 7

Teast four districts inthe
‘large deficient’ category,

this week.
with scattered and light rain
likely to occur till July 20, the
K swan-day fnreeast shows

aframfaﬂtlﬁsmom.a :
deficit of 89% as compared
with the normat for this
nme of the month

= 3

ith the IMD only fore-

% / casting  scattered,

~ light rain in the com-

ingdays, this deficit could on-

ly grow longer witha “moder-

ate” to “heavy” shower only

likely towards the end of the
month, officials say.

In terms of the districts
faring the best, only north
Delhi and southwest Delhi
districts have received “nor-
mal” rains so far this month,
recording 1184mm  and
155.9mm of rainfall, respec-
tively, although still below
100%. The IMD ranges cate-
gorizes rainfall between -19%
and 19% as “normal”, be-
tween -59% and -20% as
“deficient” and between -99%
and -60% as “large deficient”

onitsindex.
The normal mark for
the month of July is 210.6mm

Qf:amfall.Datashnws.

Delhi was able to clear this
limit three times in the last
five years.

IMD’s seven- day forecast
for the capital showsa drizzle
could occur on Wednesday,
while light rain may also
occur on Thursday. For Fri-
day, most parts could seelight
rain with moderate rain oc-
curring in isolated parts.
Light showers are forecast to
continue until July 20, offi-
cials said, however this is
unlikely to be enough to
cover the deficit.

“A strong spell of rain is
not expected this week, but
light rains will continue over
Delhi. Themonsoontroughis

yet to impact Delhi the same

way ithas brought rain near :

§ Generally, Del!n

end of tﬁemanm e
said ametofficial. -

Delhi recorded 34.8mm of
rainfall on Julys at Safdar-
jung, Delhi’s h@s& station, |
however since then, has re-
ceived only 9.2mm of rainfall
at the station. The capital re-
corded norain on Tuesday.

Air quality meanwhile in
thecapital has spiked back up
to the “moderate” category
with an overall Air Quality
Index (AQI) of 127 recorded
on Tuesday, according to the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). Last week, the
AQI had fallen below the
50mark, whichisclassifiedas
ugoodu ain
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