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Bihar wants Centre to announce

JD(U) Stays Adamant On
Special Status For State

sidhartha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Ahead of the
Union Budget, Bihar govt has
approached the Centre witha
demand to announce flood
mitigation measures to ad-
dress a long-standing prob-
lem, especially in the north-
ern part of the state, along
with several infrastructure
projects. This is in addition to
Nitish Kumar-led Janata Dal
(United)’s demand to accord
‘special category’ status toone
of themostbackward statesin
the country, something that
theBihar chief minister is un-
relenting on despite BJP min-
isters maintaining that this
kind of a dispensation is no’
longer possible.
JD(U) functionaries said

rules can be tweaked to ad-

dress a long-pending concern
of the state, especially after

the creation of 'Jharkhand -

more than twodecades ago. “It
is within the realm of powers
of any govt to devise policies
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to address the imbalance,” a
party source told TOIL

While AndhraPradeshtoo
had similar demands, CM
Chandrababu Naidu is now
seeking specific projects and
a package for the backward
regions of the state which too
was bifurcated to create Te-
langana. He gave alonglist of
projects from an oil refinery
to a push for petrochemicals

FLOOD OF DEMANDS

when he recently met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
top Union ministers.

The special status issue
flagged by two major constitu-
ents of NDA will be dealt with
by the 16th Finance Commis-
sionchaired by economist Ar-
vind Panagariya when it pre-
sents its report towards the
end of 2025 as several other
states have been demanding

thetagas well.

For the time being, Bihar
govt has sought finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman’s in-
tervention to deal with the
flood problem especially be-
causeitinvolves Nepal. Anyre-
striction of flow of water will
havetobedealt with bilaterally
with the neighbouring coun-
try, but the state govt’s propos-
als are meant to build infras-

flood control steps, infra projects

tructure to address the issue
domestically, as far as possible,
a source familiar with the dis-
cussions told TOIL The state
govt is hoping for some an-
nouncements in the Budget.

Along with infrastructure-
related proposals, the state has
also asked for support in cen-
trally sponsored schemes, sug-
gesting that the Centre should
take over the state’s-contribu-
tion as well. Bihar; however; is
focused ondriving the bestbar-
gain given the current political
situation 'at the Centre with
representatives from BJP as
well as JD(U) knocking on the
Centre’sdoors.

JD(U) is studying Naidu’s
proposals and is expected to
have a more detailed wish list
inthe months ahead with par- -
ty representatives suggesting
that the coalition with BJP is
a long-term partnership and
everything cannot be deliver-
ed through one Budget.
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