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Rainwater gushes into Pooja Colony on Kusanur Road
in Kalaburagi following heavy rain. oH pHoTo

Late night rains wreak
havoc in Kalaburagi

BIDAR/KALABURAGI, DHNS:
Heavy rains in the last 24
hours have wreaked havoc
in Bidar and Kalaburagi dis-
tricts.

The showers triggered
a flood-like situation in Bi-
dar district. There was flash
floods in River Karanja asa
result of which the road con-
nectivity with Bhalki taluk
was snapped for about two
hours. Rain water gushed
into low-lying ‘houses in
villages of Kamalanagar
taluk.

Heavy rains that lashed
Kalaburagi district through
Monday night left a trail of

devastation. Several hous-
es collapsed and rainwater
gushed into the villages. A
stream between Hagara-
ga-Khaja Kotanur village is
overflowing and Fire and
Emergency Services per-
sonnel rescued two people
caughtata cattle shed beside
the stream.

The crops grown on about
hundred acres of land on
the banks of Bennethora
canal were damaged due
torains.

Water gushed into houses
at Pooja Colony on Kusanur
Road and some colonies on
Shahabad Road.

Sri Sai Layout, near Vaddara
in Bengaluru flooded after

~ Vishwa.,Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The number of
rain gauge stations record-

ing ‘exu’emely heavy rain-
“fall’ in the country has in-

creased by more than 100%
in the past three years —

from 261 in 2017 to 554 in2019
~ while the ones which re-

: cardéé ‘very heavy rainfall’

by over 67% dur-
thesameperiod.

" The IMD’s data for the

past three years, shared by
Union minister of earth sci-
ences Harsh Vardhan in Ra-
jvaSabhaon Tuesday, shows
a similar trend for number
of cyclones in Arabian Sea
and Bay of Bengal. Collec-
tively, the number of ey-
clones increased from three
in2017 toeight in2019. -
Though it’s not a long-
term trend as there are many
years in the past that have re-
corded adecrease in the num-
ber of extreme weather
events, the three years’ events
could lead to mmpected in-

INCREASE

IN RAINFALL
INTENSITY
DURING MONSO

(JUNE-SE

crease in natural disasters™
during the 201719 period. At-
tributing the reasons to cli-
mate change, IMD chief Mru-

‘tyunjay Mohapatra told TOI'

on Wednesday that it’s an es-
tablished fact that ‘extremely
heavy rainfall’ has been in-

creasing in tropical regions,

includingIndia.

“This trend is, however,

‘notmeant for the entire coun-

tryIfyoulookatouranalysis ; . ;

ofrainfa]lpattemsbasedon
thedataof‘the]wtmyears :
you will find that there are

' states which have witnessed :

significant decreasing trends
of annual rainfall,” he said.
On Wednesday; themuuster :
pltcheﬁ for a mbmt climate :

palya on AgaraMain Road, Hennur, wasamongthe many areas
Iastweek'sdownm DHPHOTOBY S K DINESH
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CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 16

The Times of India ( Mumt Though rain was 5 per cent
short this monsoon in the last
The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) two months, the state man-
aged to restrict flooding to
less than 3,000 acres this year
femgraret ( ae= ) against 1.2 lakh acres last
year due to better prepared-

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengl  Béss and 2 proactive
approach when it came to

flood abatement and control.

Though Haryana received
351.50 mm rain against nor-
mal rainfall of 371.60 mm,
its distribution was uneven
across the state, with
some districts receiving
rain in excess of 2 per cent
to 56 per cent while others
were deficient by 1 per cent
to 62 per cent.

The altered climatic condi-
tions ‘changed the rainfall
pattern, where rain intensity
was high in a short period
between July 1 and Septem—
ber 2 this year.

The Irrigation Depa.rt-
ment re-engineered and
planned the dewatering
strategy differently despite
flood control works remain-
ing stalled through the
* entire lockdown and mon-

soon, ahead of schedule by

a few days this year.

“We began by ensuring that
all pumps at our disposal were

The Deccan Chronical ( Hyd

Central Chronical ( Bhopal

reduce farmers’ misery

Crops submerged due toflood in Gheer village of Karnal district. TRIBUNE PHOTO: SAYEED AHMED

PROACTIVE APPROACH

&6 We began by ensuring that all pumps at our disposal
were in working condition. Departing from the tradition

- of allowing water to accumulate till Sept 30 and then

beginning the process of dewatering the fields, we
decided to go right ahead with the process soon after it

rained.®® Devender Singh, ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY (IRRIGATION) _

in working condition. Depart-

ing from the tradition of allow-
ing water to accumulate till

September 30 and then begin-

ning the process of dewater-
ing the fields, we decided to go
right ahead with the process
soon after it rained. Conse-
quently, though 48,040 acres
were submerged this year, less
than 3,000 acres remained to

be dewatered,” said Addition-

al Chief Secretary (Irrigation),

The mere advancing of the
dewatering schedule changed
the flooding pattern in
Haryana this monsoon. The
department, through regular
monitoring and exhaustive
planning, installed pumps in
chronic low-lying areas which

faced flooding every monsoon
and used mobile pumps
in other temporary areas
which were flooded this sea-
son to drain out water, saving
crop loss for farmers.

The water was drained out
from these pockets in just
over three weeks against the
usual period of three months
since operations began after
the monsoon was over.

According to information,

the maximum rainfall of

461 mm against 296.3 mm
was recorded in Kaithal,
while Panchkula, with a
rainfall of 301.6 mm against
a normal of 786.1 mm,
recorded the least rainfall.



