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Asrai nsi intensi

ANSHITA MEHRA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY17

The Capital recorded a stag-

gering 2434 mm of rainfall

since June 1, far exceeding

the normal 74.1 mm for this

period. Several areas experi-

enced waterlogging and fatal-

ities due to the heavy rain,

causing significant inconven-
“ience to residents. Despite

this, flood-control efforts seem

to lag, raising concerns about
potential flooding this season.
With the horrific memories
of the 2023 floods still fresh,
the Delhi  Government
appears to be slow in imple-
menting proactive flood-con-
trol measures. Residents
report that they are yet to see
effective strategies for timely
management or aggressive
flood control, even as the
monsoon season has begun.
Aaliya, a Delhi University
student recalls the chaos of
last year’s ﬂoods “Although I
have»gg’t n 11v1ng in Delhi
since my birth, the floods last
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Capltal records 243.4 mm of ramfall smceJune 1 farexceedmgthe normal 74 1 mm for this period

‘NO LESSONS LEARNT’

_have been learmnt. 99

year were the worst I have
ever seen. Travelling became
almost impossible. This year,
we again saw severe water-
logging ' in June, which
means no lessons have been
learnt,” she said. ;
‘Ankita Sharma, a resident

of Vasant w{a:_-;‘ shared the

“Almough I have been living in Delhisince
my birth, the floods last year were the worst |
have ever seen. Travelling became almost
impossible. This year, we again saw severe
waterlogging in June, which means no lessons
— aliya, ADELHI UNNERSITY STUDENT

same Scepticism. “T've seen
people occasionally come to
clean drains, but. they often
leave the slush unattended
nearby. This results in waste
going back into. the drains
after rain, causing waterlog-
ging,” she says, noting that

this is a common sight.

Despite claims of the AAP-
led Delhi Government about
taking action — such as

implementing strategies ‘for

20 flood-prone areas and

~ desilting 92 per cent of drains

by the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) — the reality
on the ground is different.

In areas like Moti Nagar in
West Delhi, several residents
spoke to The Tribune about the
state government’s absence.
Anjali, a resident, said, “Flood-
ing recurs every year. As soon
as it rains, drains clog, and the
streets turn into rivers. Now, it
doesn’t even take heavy rain-

fall; just 15 minutes of rain can
disrupt lives. This is the nation-
al capital, and I have no hope
that the government will take
action to prevent a repeat of
last year’s situation.”

~ Atftempts to reach Anil
Kumar, Chief Engineer of the
Irrigation and Flood Control

sures fall short

Department in De]lu t)o
enquire about the state gov-
ernment’ i d-contri

ﬂood—conu‘olcenh'e The Delhi
Government also launched a
chatbot
(8130188222) and a helpline
(1800110093) specifically for
reporting waterlogging issues.

Aphone callmadeby The Tri-
bune correspondent to the 24/7
flood-control helpliné revealed
thatitreceives an average of 250
calls daily regarding waterlog-
ging, flooding and sewer |
drainage coniplaints. After the
mess 0f 2023, the Delhi Govern-
ment has made this helpline |
the central control centre for all |
types of waterlogging and
drainage complaints.
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Fifteen bridges collapsed across
northern Bihar in less than a
highlighting construction flaws, (
substandard materials, design viol:
cost-cutting, oversight, environmen
factors like flooding due to rain, and
external causes like heavy vehicle traffic
and desiltation work causing deep

scouring around the pillars

July 16 |
Bridge across
Parman river
‘at Amhara
village in
Araria dist.
Built in 2008-
09 under CM
Nitish Kumar-
led NDA govt.
Closed for traffic
after suffering
damage in
2017, it was
swept away by
this monsoon’s
floodwaters

July 10 | Bridge in Mahishi,
Saharsa dist. Built in 2005

_ under CM Rabri Devi-led
RID govt. This small bridge

_ collapsed under the pre
of floodwaters from
Kosi river
July 4 | Bridge on
Dhamahi river, Siwan
dist. Constructed with
MNREGA funds under
CM Nitish Kumar-led
NDA govt, this bridge
collapsed due to river
water pressure. Cost:
Rs 5 lakh
July 4 | sareya bridge,
Baniapur, Saran dist. A 2019
MNREGA project under CM
Nitish Kumar-led NDA govt,
this bridge collapsed due
to water pressure after.
desiltation. Cost: Rs 7.5 lakh
July 3 | Bridge in Deoria,
Maharajganj, Siwan dist.
Constructed in 2004 with -
MPLAD funds when CM Rabri
Devi-led RID was in office,
this bridge collapsed due to
desiltation work around its
pillars. Cost: Rs 15 lakh
July 3 | Nautan Sikandarpur

bridge, Maharajganj, Siwan
dist. Built in 1998 with MPLAD
funds when CM Rabri Devi-led
RID was in office, desiltation
around its pillars caused this
bridge to fall. Cost: Rs 15 lakh

Y 5 | Bridge near
Bhikhabad, Maharajganj,
Siwan dist. A victim of
Gandaki river desiltation, this
2004 bridge was constructed
with MPLAD funds when CM
Rabri Devi-led RID was in
office. Cost: Rs 15 lakh
July 3 | Bridge near
Doodhnath temple, Lahladpur,
Saran dict. Built by the local
mukhiya with Panchayati
Raj funds when CM Nitish
Kumar-led NDA was in office,
this bridge collapsed due to
desiltation. Cost: Rs 22 lakh

- | British-era =
- bridge, Saran dist. An
80-year-old bridge parallel to
a newer 2004 construction, it
could not withstand the water
pressure after desiltation

June 25 | Bridge
over Bhutahi Balan
river, Madhubani
dist. The under-
construction
bridge, a project
under CM Nitish
Kumar-led NDA
govt, collapsed
due to improper
girder support
against the rushing
: water. Work had
continued past the June 15
(monsoon) prohibition date

June 30 | Bridge over
Bundi river, Thakurganj,
Kishanganj dist. Built in 2007-
08 with MPLAD funds when
CM Nitish Kumar-led NDA was
in office, this bridge collapsed
under flood pressure.

Cost: Rs 15 lakh

June 27 | Bridge over
Maria river, Bahadurganj,
Kishanganj dist. Built in 2011
with MPLAD funds when CM
Nitish Kumar-led NDA was
in office, this bridge’s top
slab collapsed due to river
flooding. Cost: Rs 35 lakh

June 22 | Bridge near
Padaeen Tola, Maharajganj,
Siwan dist. Desiltation

work under Gandak-Ganga
project led to the collapse

of this 1982-83 bridge,
constructed during Congress
govt of CM Jagannath Mishra.
Cost: Rs 6 lakh

June 18 | Bridge over
Bakra river, Araria dist. An
under-construction bridge,
initiated in May 2021 by CM
Nitish Kumar-led NDA govt,
collapsed due to inadequate
pillar depth and substandard
materials. Four engineers
suspended




