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enmes identify ﬂoodw-prone
spots deploy dramage pumps

NEW DELHI: With a short spell of
heavyrainonSunday inundating
severalarterialroads, uprooting
20 trees, causing portions of two
buildings tocollapseand washing
away of ovm‘admmhutmentsby
an overflowing drain, exposing
the Capital’s poor monsoon pre-
paredness, the three municipal
corporations and the Public
Works Department (PWD) said

they haveidentified waterlogging &

spots and are deploying
machines and pumps to drain
water.

saidthey had completed desilting
of drains last month, the PWD

" saidafewdrainsarelefttobecov-

ered and that the Covid-19 out-

_ break hasdelayedthecleaningof
drains since resources hadtobe -

diverted to fight the pandemic.
ThePWDmanages1,260km of
major roads (which are 60-foot
wide)along with drainson these
stretches. All others roads are
cleaned and managed by the
three municipal corporations,
the Delhi Cantonment Board,
NHAL and flood and irrigation

department.

North Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration’smayor Jai Prakashsaid,
“We have around 24 railway
under-bridges (RUBs)inourjur-

isdiction, which are prone to

waterlogging. Weare getting the

mhpom so that even if water
‘smgnams.itismmdoutatthe 3
earliest,” said Prakash. ;
Thenorth corporation mana-
gesaround 200km of drainsalong

e A M

While the three civic bodies .
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Civic oﬂimalssaxddesﬂﬂngof
drains usually starts in March.
and ends by May end. But this
year due to coronavirus pan-
demicthe processofallotmentof
tenders was delayed and hence
desilting began late in Apriland
May.

South Corporation mayor
Anamika Mithilesh said they
have identified 36 major water-
logging-prone points. The South

civic body manages around

180km of drains. “We have
around 249 small and bigdrains.
We have been monitoring the
points prone towaterloggingand
have got enough super sucker
andjet machinestodrainoutthe
water,” she said..
Officialsin the East DMCsaid
theyhave21 permanent pumping
stationsand 150 portable pumps.
“We had to use the portable
pumps for the first time on Sun-
dayonthePWDroads, asthey did
not have enough functional
pumps to drain out rainwater,”
Y YV

camunmmtommﬂnﬁmﬂmnhamudupdmdm

mmavnnnm

saidasenior official, whodidnot
wishtobenamed.

PWD officials said they have

deployed over 200 pumps across

the major waterlogging-prone
points. The officials said that
around 1,200-1,500 labourersare
engagedeveryyear for desilting. .
This year, adequate workforce
was not available since most of
them went to their native places
because of Covid-19 pandemic.

“The lack of availability of
laboumshaddelayedthedesﬂt
ing process. The desilting of
drains was started in the last
week of April. It picked up
slightly in May and most of the
forafew, whichneed moreclean-
ing,” said a senior PWD official,
requesting anonymity.

Residents of south Delhineigh-
bourhoodssuch as South Exten-
sionand Defence Colony said the
desiltingof Kushak drain—abig
stormwater outlet for several
south Delhi localities —isyetto
becompleted even though them
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NEWDELHE Over half-a-dozenhut-

~ mentsweresweptaway, portion

ofan under-construction build-
ingofthe World Health Organiza-

' tion(WHO) was submerged and

drain waterspilledonto theRing
Road, TP Marg and the stretch
near Vikas Bhawanafter heavy
mornmgrainonslmaay causeda

stormwater drain to overflow

near ITO in Central Delhi, the
police said.

The force of the overflowing
water was such that it took less
than a minute for the jhuggis
located along the banks of the
draintobesweptmy.()nsocial
media,videosofthemddelﬁwere
shared widely.

Po]icesaidno]iveswerelostm
flooding but several petanimals
were swept away anda 36-year-
old man narrowly escaped get-
tingwashedaway with thewater.
“Thechildren of ourslumraised
an alarm in the nick of time,
becauseof whichwewere ableto
escape from our houses,” said
Vishal.onaofthosewhosehouses
were destroyed.

Thetrafficpolicehadto divert

roads to other routes such as
Vikas Marg, Bhairon Road and
towards i

Thedrain, knownas Sen Nurs-
ingHomeDrain,comesmdei‘the
jurisdiction of the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation. On one
side of the drain is a slum, Anna
Nagar,whileanunder-wnstrue
tion building of the WHO is
located on the other side. Anna
Nagarhas amixed populationof
South and North Indians an
mostofthemdooddjobs. Thetwo
sides of the drain, whose banks
are cemented, are connected by
anironbridge. ¥

Vishal, who goes by a single
name, said the drain overflows
every monsoon but it never did
anydamage. Butaround8.15am,
theresidentsheard cries oflocal

i dvenandrustoutmseeme
water breaching the cemented
banks, right along which many
jhuggis had been erected.

“We had barely managed to
make it out when our houses
weresweptaway.Mymotorcycls
gotwashedawayandoﬁmrs:also
lost their two-wheelers. One of
my goats died while another was
rmﬂbyﬂaeﬁreoﬂoers," said

nto the draln on Sunday; about half a dozen such

1) :ildingswashed away n
near 110

Vishal,aflower seller.
Whil_epeoplen]amgedtnrush

out in the nick of time, a man

namedSantoshBhurahappened

tobecarriedawaywithmewater :

current. “Hehad decidedtostay
in bed longer since it wasa Sun-
day. Whenbetriedto getoutofthe
house, thewoodendoors andwin-
dows eollapsed on him. But our
neighbours managed to rescue
him,” said Anita, Bhura's wife.
Thelocalrwidentsblamedme

d - construction of the WHO bqud

ing on the other side of thedrain
for the mishap. “The basement
parldnglottheyareconsmmﬁng
led to the incident. It ‘weakened
the soil below,” alleged Padam
Kumar, one of the affected slum
dwellers.
OﬁdalsofthenelhiJalBoard
inspectedthe site. “Ateamof DJB
officialsinspected thesite where
NBCC was executing digging
work. ItappearedthattheNBCC
had dug up the site too deep,
which wealkened thefoundation
of the shanties that got washed
awayintheheavy flow of waterin
thedrainbecause oftherainfall.
The matter does not involve
DJB,” saida DJB spokesperson.
But NBCC officials said they

had been following all norms.
“misisalowlyingareaandwe
have often told the authorities
about water overflow in the
drain. The DJB hadbeencoopera-
tiveall alongand they woulduse
motorstoflush outthewater,but
thedrain would never becleaned
ordesilted. Thatcaused the prob-
lemon Sunday,” said an official,
requesting anonymity.

Sanjay Bhatia, DCP (central
district), said that tHere was no
evidencesofarofany negligence
in the construction of the WHO
building. No poﬁcecasehasbeen
registered either.

Asthedrain waterbeganover-
flowing, about two dozen workers
constmoﬁngthethreeleveihase-
ment parking 1eft theplace.

~ «Theforce of the water wasso
tremendous thatit destroyedall
parricadeswehad setupandsub-
mergedtheentire parkinglotthat
isaboutlZmetresdeep.Thereis
about 25 lakh cubic feet water in
our premises now,” said the
NBCC official.

ASDMC spokespersonsaidths
agency hasdeployed threesuper
sucke machineswith 18 tankers.
AtemdtheNDRFwssalsocn
stand-by.




s 80007 [0 18 o

* Idead as héavy rain lashes Delhi

Swirling drain water sweeps away slum cluster near ITO

:zic;:;fomnspomnm ‘ cast in the next few days.
- Heavy rain lashed the Capital Delayed desilting ;
Hindustan Times ( Delhi ) on Sunday morning, leaving The Delhi government said
( Rt ) a tempo driver dead on a wa- that due to the COVID-19 pan-
W"“?_E' eIy ; terlogged road under the demic, desilting of drai
The Tribune ( Cha"d'iay' iconic Minto Bridge. could not be carried m:fs
The Hindu ( Chennai The driver was trying to ok

5 more die

24 Lo-ffectd il ving to a safe place in Morigaon
i district of Assam on Sunday. «p7i

manoeuvre  his. wvehicle
through the flooded under-
pass when he got stuck and
eyewitnesses reported that
he was last seen sitting on the
roof of his tempo.

A DTC bus was also strand-
ed under the bridge, which is
prone to flooding during
monsoon. The fire depart-
ment was called in to rescue
the conductor and the driver

o of thebus,

A cluster of hontes at Anna
Nagar slums near ITO was
Swept away as a drain along-
side overflowed. Several
roads remained waterlogged

reported 81.2 mm and |

- Bovernment’s preparations
t  spell of monsoon rain and :
Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta in a tweet asked the :

?  fectively in March and Apri]
_and only started after the

till afternoon and children 86 mm respectively. This is = steps immediately to prevent :

were seen swimming on the ' the heaviest rainfall of the waterlogging,
streets of the Capital. season, it added. j

The Met Department said More rain have been fore-

in Assam

floods, toll now 84

50,550 people move into relief camps

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Five more people lost their
lives despite improvement in
the flood situation in Assam
on Sunday, taking the death
toll to 84.

Assam State Disaster Man-

~ agement Authority officials

said a person each drowned
in five districts in 24 hours,
‘even as the number of flood-
affected districts fell to 26

from 30 a few days ago.

“There are about 25.29 lakh
affected people with 2.35
lakh of them having re-
turned home since Saturday.
But the number of people
who moved into 301 relief

camps jumped overnight
from 47,465 to 50,559,” said
an ASDMA spokesperson.
She attributed this to sudden

flooding in specific areas due

- to the discharge of high vol-

umes of water from Bhutan
and Arunachal Pradesh.
Many farmers, however,
heaved a sigh of relief as the
total affected crop area came

. down from 1.16 lakh hectares
to 1.12 lakh hectares.

- Goalpara district was the
worst hit with 4.53 lakh peo-
ple affected, followed by Bar-
peta (3.44 lakh), Morigaon

 (3.42 lakh), Dhubri (3.15
lakh) and South Salmara
(2 25 lakh)
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Five

spledied in thelast24

hours as floods continued to

- wreak

havoc in Assam On

Sunday, taking the state’s toll
in the deluge to85. According
to Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority’s (ASD-
MA), the deaths were report:

ed from Barpetd,

Baksa, Dhu-

bri, Morigaon and Nagaon.
Even as 24 districts continue
to remain affected by the di-

people on Sunday came

saster, thenumber of affected
down

from 27.63 lakh to 95.2 lakh

from a day earlier.
3 © Accordingto

to ASDMA, over
50,000 people aretakingshelter

at 301 government-run relief
camps.Rescuersevacuated%G

stranded persons on

Sunday

and shifted them t0 safer loca-
tions. Over 1,000 homes have

been washed away or dan_laged

andnwra.thanzslakhannna]s
affected. ASDMA chief execu-
tive officer M 5 Manivannan

told TOIL, “The flood situation .

remains unchanged with sev-

eral embankments

breached

due to incessant rainfall, the

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati) o
The Times of India ( Mumbai ), _
The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

Reggaat ( ge=T )

% OF KAZIRANGA SUBMERGED, |
’"OVER 100 ANIMALS

~

DEAD

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical { Bhopal )

L It has lost 2P PM Modi
ntinues | 108animals, st proposal calls up CM
\ssam, with  including 9 tobullda  Sonowaleven
85%o0f rhinos & 82  32kmartificial  as5more '
jranga  hog deer; highland inside people diein
pational park 130 animals park to sheiter 24 hrs, taking 5
submerged rescued  animals ~ totaltollto85

| {/dhltm]w\swsaml’)ﬁraj
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releaseof waterfrom Bhutan's
and other state’s dams and
overflowing of rivers inundat-
ingfreshareas.”

«\We aredeveloping capac-
ities and spreading aware-
ness at the village level tore-
duce the
vannan said, adding that the
IMD forecast heavy rains

over north and northeast In- :

dia and issued ared warning
for West Bengal, Assam and
Meghalaya from July19-21. .

casualties,” Mani- '

ces for more

According to the Central
Water Commission, most riv-
ers in the state continue to be
in spate. Nine rhinos are
among the 108 wild animals

side the KNP to shelter ani-
malsfrom thefloads.
Full reporton www.tol.in

85 ;peoble déad
in Assam
deluge so far

EConﬁnued fromP1
seam and Bihar have

/% peen among the worst

affocted due to floods in 1

the current monsoor season. :

e loods in Assam have

.claimed 85 lives 80 far this i

year. Modi also enquired
about the Covid-19 situation

and the ongoing efforts to i

douse the raging blaze at oil
India’s Baghjan gas well. :

The Prime Minister also §

discussed state-specific con-

cerns with the chief minis-
tors, Tamil Nadu is one ofthe @

key states where Covid-19 i85
spreading rapidly 3

Modi spoke to the Utta- ¢
rakhand CM to take stockof
the servicemen who have ]

contracted Covid-19. The PM

asked the state government i
and Army officers to coordi- |
nate and ensure the proper
treatment of soldiers. :
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M. saz_sa_s brings
city to its knees again

» Desilting work
™ affected due to _8’..!!:
> Pumpsmot
functional %azz.._a
low-lying areas

» No design change yet

drainage master plan
> Jurisdiction issues
among various agencies
B2 led to unnecessary
== delays; no unified plan or
s Mechanism
» Increase in paved
surfaces, reducing water

> Delhihas4266  stormwater drains

kmof natural > 50% of the city
_ drainage lines does not have an uoao_ﬂa:
» 33115km - ] .oxo_cmg sewage

Qosu_naaa 4 &ms:._

for low-lying areas as per -




