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he Rama-Lakshmana Temple in K The overflowing Malaprabha river floods the
following heavy discharge of water from Tungabhadra dam on Cholichagudda bridge in Badami taluk, a or road link
Fua Wednesday ; between Gadag and Bagalkotdlstrlcg‘gH PHOTOS

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

fesgearst ( gee )

2

<evie.. SWollen Tungabhadra river
wor v AIMINatES Hampi monuments
Flood situationin Malaprabha *

] » u
basinremains grim Thchhestimomont, o
whowere sweptaway occupants capsized near
b/ inthe coracle capsize Kurvakula. While nine
HOSAPETE/GADAG/ Meanwhile, Malaprabha Kurvakula, Raichur, were washed away by strong
BAGALKOT/BELAGAVI, DHNS  river continued to play havoc  recovered nearJurala = rivercurrent, = .
in Gadag and Bagalkot dis- damin Telangana, reports Inanother rain-related
hefloodsituationinMal- tricts. Following heavy dis-  DHNS from Raichur. incident, a 70-year-old
aprabha, Tungabhadra charges from Naviluthirtha Thebodiesof Sumalata  man was killed after
basins has remained dam in the last few days, the (32) and Parvathi (52) a portion of his house
grim. While the rising flood overflowingriver hasinundar- were found 30km away wall collapsed on him at
waters continued to take a edtwobridges, twomajorlinks from the accident site, Sadalga in Chikkodi taluk,
heavy toll in Gadag, Bagalkot - between the districts. The NDRF personnel have Belagavidistrict,inthe
and Raichur districts, the sit- ~ Thetrafficon Badami-Ron-  continued operationto early hours of Wednesda
uation in upstream of Almatti Gadag has been closed. The recover two more bodies. ppa Paragoudaris
reservoir has eased, floodwaters have cut off the Theaccident occurred thedeceased.
 The surging Tungabhadra road link between Badami & THERE T o it
has ked havoc in down- and Hole Alur. People of the
stream villages and towns. marooned Hole Alur are us- cut off from the taluk centre. historic Kudalasangama is
The outflow from TB dam ing railway bridge to reach Many parts of Gokak town are facing an imminent threat of
on Monday clocked 112 lakh  Jakanur. still under water. submergence,

- cusecs. The swollen river has Heavy vehicles plying be- TheExamba-Danawadand Many bridges, including
meandered its way through tween Bagalkot and Gadag/ Sadalgi-Boargaon bridges the Huvinahedige, and the
Hampi, inundating several Hubballi are diverted to Il- across Doodhganga river are island villages in Yadgir and
monuments, including Pu- kal-Kushtagi-Koppalroute.  closed fortraffic followingthe Raichur districts are inun-
randara Mantapa and Ra-  On Wednesday, as much flooding. Asmanyas10 bridg- dated by the swollen Krishna
ma- temple,atthe  as 40,245 cusecs of water re- es have gone under waterin river.
world heritage site, leased from Hidkal dam. With Belagavi district. However, with rains having

Withtheriver flowing above 12barrage-cum-bridges going  The flood situation down- receded in catchment areas,
the danger mark, the Kamp-  under Ghataprabha river, stream of Almatti has re- the flood situation in Krishna
li-Gangavati bridge has been morethan30villagesinMud- mained unabated. The basin is expected to ease in
closed for traffic. hol taluk, Bagalkot district, are Sangamanatha Temple in the nexttwodays.
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KARNATAKA'S MISERY

Flooding and climate change

Climate change is already
disrupting monsoons and
high rainfall intensity
events causing floods
will onlyincrease in the
coming years and decades
N H RAVINDRANATH

Ileading to flooding are becoming
common, particularly in the West-
ern Ghats and northern districts of Kar-
nﬁaﬁka.d’mis year is no exception, with
July and August rainfall events leading
to damage to life, crops, infrastructure
and property. Large-scale flooding has
occurred three years in a row. The first
question is, if the excessive rainfall and
highintensity (mmofrainfallin 24 hours)
events are a result of ongoing climate
change.

There is enough scientific evidence
to show that without the increased
CO2or greenhouse concentrations,
the observed extent of extreme rainfall
events would not have occurred. World
Meteorological Organization, in its re-
port ‘The Global Climate in 2015-2019;
concluded, “While tropical cyclones
are responsible for many of the world’s
mostdestructivefloods, there have been
many other instances of major flooding
since 2015. Some of these floods have
been relatively long-lived responses
to excessive rainfall in tropical regions
during the monsoon season, but others
flash floodsassociated withintense rain-
fall over a few hours. Heavy rains have
also contributed to major landslides in
some partsoftheworld”. Thereareother
studies tosupport thatclimate changeis
driving the observed recenttrends of ex-
tremerainfall eventswithhighintensity,
pounding theMalnad, coastaland north-
erndistrictsofKarnatakaand manyparts
ofIndia andtheworld, leading tounprec-
edented flooding, damage andloss.

The damage or loss due to extreme

ainfall d .i]am itviof ratnfall
anditsintensity, landtopography, vegeta-
tion cover, particularlyin the catchment
areas, extentofland conversion orusefor
ageneralunderstanding thatland degra-

ment have all exicmerbaaed the effect of

extreme rainfall leading to damage and

loss oflife, property and infrastructure.
In the context of droughts and floods,

floods are always more damaging.
Droughts lead to decline in crop yields
or water shortage. While according to
Karnataka State Natural Disaster Man-
agement Centre, for example, the 2019
floods led to crop damage in 10 lakh
hectares with a crop loss of Rs 15,000
crores, 2.47 lakh homes damaged and
28,000 km road damaged in Karnata-
ka. In addition, damages include land-
slides, sdil erosion, silting of reservoirs
and spread of water-borne diseases.
Till recently, in Karnataka, all the focus
used to be on drought and government
seeking drought relief from central
government, loan waivers to farmers,
promise of investment in irrigation and
crop insurance. Damage due to flood
eventsreceivedmuch lessattention than
droughts.

The second question facing the peo-
pleand policymakers is what will be the
impactofclimate change onrainfall pat-

tern, extremerainfall eventsandflooding
inthe coming yearsand decades. Recent
reportof Ministryof Earth Sciences con-
cluded, “With continued global warm-
ing, climate models project an increase
in the annual and summer monsoon
mean rainfall, as well as frequency of
heavy rain occurrences over most parts
of India during the 21st century. The
interannual variability of summer mon-
soonrainfallisalsoprojected toincrease
throughthe 21st century”. MultipleCOR-
DEX (Regional climate modelling pro-
gram) models based assessment made
byIndianInstitute of Science hasshown,
for example, in the taluks of Dakshina
Kannada, Udupi and Kodagu, June to
September rainfall is projected to in-
creaseintherange of 13%to 25% (under
moderate and most likely scenarios of
climatechange, respectively) compared
to long-term average rainfall by 2030s,
Further, the number of high intensity

op- rainfall events are projected to increase

in the range of 1 to 2 additional events
annually of 50 to 100 mm per day and
morethan100mm per dayrainfallinten-
sity. The increase in June to September

total rainfall and the occurrence of high
rainfall events is projected for majority
of taluks and districts of Western Ghats
and NorthernKarnataka, evenby2030s.

Climate models show that in the
coming years and decades, the June to
September total rainfall and number of
high intensity rainfall events will rise in
most districts. Such model-based stud-
iesprovide opportunity toprepareinad-
vance, for earlywarning systems, tobuild
resilience to flood risks, to incorporate
climate change projections in planning
infrastructure and development pro-
grammes and to build capacity in the

on.

However, in India and in Karnataka,
thereality with respect to disasters such
as droughts and floods, which can rea-
sonably be predictedinadvance, islarge-
ly on post-disaster response than ad-
vance preparedness. Thisisbecause ofa
numberofreasons; the Deputy Commis-
ls)iit;nersatdisu'ictlevel whoareresponsi-

for preparing and implementing the
District Disaster Management Plansare
over burdened with routine administra-
tive and law and order responsibilities,
have limited technical capacity and staff
atthedistrictlevel, withverylimitedorno
funding for advance disaster mitigation
and resilience measures. The National
Disaster Management Plan (NDMP) of
2019, prepared by NDMA is based on
outdated climate change science and
model projections. NDMP does not give
any guidelines on how to consider or in-
corporate the latest climate modelling
science and projections in to District

However, there are obvious win-
win strategies for adaptation to flood
disasters in the coming years and
decades, especially driven by climate
change; preventing forest degradation
and loss, revegetation of catchmentar-
eas, improved access to early warning
systems, incorporating climate change
impact and resilience i
infrastructure programs, avoiding set-
tlement or infrastructure expansion in
flood prone locations, construction of
flood protection barriers, etc. There is
no shortage of policies and measures
required for building resilience to cli-
mate risks. Unfortunately, advance
preparation will remain a dream, and
vulnerable communities would be lucky
if they at least get some relief and reha-
bilitation assistance, post-flood. During
2020 floods, due to Covid-19 crisis, there
is little chance of getting any relief from
the government. :

(Thewriterisa former Professor,
Indian Institute of Science)
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* Fiookaffected Belagavi taluk
losingbasmatiaroma

BELAGAVI, DHNS | Maharashtra markets.
: | “We were expecting a good
The Assam Tribune ( GU_praghe Belgaum variety of | harvest of Belgaum Basmati
; l basmati rice growers in rice. But torrential rains and
The Times of India (Mu = ﬂ_:_esmlukarestanngata floodsshattered our hopes. Vast
massive crop loss as swathes of tracts of crops are under water
farmlandhave goneunderwater over the past few days. Crops
The Telegraph ( Kolkata due to excessive rains and over- have reached the stage of rot-
flowing rivers, ting,” Dilip Patil, a farmer from
fesegoat ( aean ) - Most of the local variety of Sambra, told DH.
=G basmati rice crop cultivated on The agriculture depart-
of R s e The overfiowing Bellary Nala, a tributary of " s den fsmmk'l i S
of Be Nala, a tributary of ala, a . crisis-ridden farmers out by
The DpcCan Hearld ( Be i bt SRt BelgaumBasmatirice  conductingasurveyoferoploss
under water for the past two cropon swathes of land at Basavanakuduchi in and fixing adequate relief, he
The Deccan Chronical  © weeks, Withtheinflowsintothe Belagavitaluk.onpHoro demanded.
ﬁvershowingbr;ossimsofreced- i " aﬂﬁ i - Meanwhile, R B Naikar, &a:
: ~ ing, the crop loss duetorotting  grown extensively in the villag-  basma ti rice year after year sistant director, Agriculture
Central Chronical ( Bh o R es falling under Rakkasakoppa spite the frequent flooding of _partment,admittedtoextensive
- tating floods, last August. ga, Uchagavi, Desur, Sambra, = of basmati rice is cultivated on asurvey of crop loss in Belagavi
The Markandeya river ba- Muchchandi, Mutaga, Suleb- over 25,000 hectares in the ta- taluk. Morethan 2,627 hectares
sin in Belagavi taluk is home to - havi and surrounding villages luk. The rice, known forits rich of crop, including paddy, has
Belgaum Basmatirice, whichis cultivate this unique variety of aroma, isindemandin Goaand beendamaged inthe floods.”

Outflows from Maha
- damscontinueto
- swellKrishna

- KALABURAGI, DHNS ceding. The bgr?jdgt;k%etween |
e St Badami and Ron, a major S : A
road link between Bagalkot o '
tricts, The swollen Malaprabha has ruined maizecropata
farm at Dhanakshirur in Badami taluk, Bagalkot district,

grim. Many villages in Yadg
and Raichur districts have re-

The floodwaters have started receding in downstream of

Naviluthirtha dam. ox pHoTo

mained cut off due to flooding
ofroadsandbridges.
Theinflow into and outflow
from Naviluthritha dam have
come down considerably.
The floodwaters in Saundatti

experienced moderate to
heavy showers on Thursday.
Several parts of coastal dis-
tricts and Shivamogga also
receivedsporadicspellsofrain
on Thursday.
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“Third warning as Godavari

level rises at Bhadrachalam.

About 150 habitations flooded in both Godavari districts

o

'RAJULAPUDI SRINIVAS
POLAVARAM

Officials of the Central Water
Commission (CWC) issued
the third warning as the wa-
ter level in the Godavari in-
creased to 55.30 feet at Bha-
drachalam at 6 p.m. on
Friday.

The water level might rise
further as heavy rains were

forecast, the officials said,

and cautioned the people
staying near the banks of the

= ‘ : : g &
Officials inspecting the Godavari bund at Polavaram village as
the water level rose in theriver on Friday. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

river to move to safer places. leased 15,97,981 lakh cusecs
_ The water level at various of water downstream of the
places such as Kunavaram, barrage by afternoon.
Koida, cofferdam, Polava-

ram, old railway bridge (Ha- Woman goes missing

velock bridge, Rajamahen-
dravaram) and Sir Arthur
Cotton Barrage (Dowleswa-
ram) was increasing.
Irrigation officials re-

Meanwhile, Gangamma of
pallapur village in Polava-
ram mandal reportedly went
missing in the Kondavagula
stream. Efforts were on to

trace her. About 150 habita-
tions were flooded in the De-
vipatnam, V.R. Puram, Chin-
turu, Kunavaram, Yatapaka,
Mummidivaram, Elamanchi-
li, Achanta, Velerupadu, Po-
lavaram and Kukunur man-
dals in East and West
Godavari districts of Andhra
Pradesh.

Odisha sees he

State government asks DCS t0

STAFF REPORTER Balangir ~and  Deogarh
BHUBANESWAR ; districts.
Heavy rainfall triggered by The Malkangiri district ad-
backto-back low pressure ministration, with the help of
areas over the Bay of Bengal fire service personnel, res:
in August left five persons cued 250 people in the Mathi-
dead and paddy crop sub- ki and Kalimela blocks and
merged in ( : ; shifted them to safer places.
The State government on The southern district had re-
Friday asked District Collec-  ceived 62.5 mm rainfall dur-
tors to submit damage assess: ing the past 24 hours, leading
ment reports withinaweek. ~ to rainwater submerging
While two persons were small bridges in Kangarukon-
swept away by swirling river  da, Kanyashram and Kora-
waters, two died when wall gunda. The special Relief
collapsed on them. While Commissioner said the Sileru
three deaths were reported ~ river was overflowing at Mogi
from Mayurbhanj district, Point of the Motu area in Mal-
kangiri district.

one death each occurred in

i e S R

Although there was no
flood threat, rivers were over-
flowing in Balasore, Kalahan-

di, Keonjhar, Nabarangpur,

Jagatsinghpur and Mayurb-

‘hanj districts. Paddy crop was

damaged in Khordha, Balaore
and Jharsuguda districts.

Monsoon rains

The Southwest Monsoon en-
tered Odisha on a promising
note with 9.3% excess rain re-
corded in June. In july, the
monsoon largely remained
absent. A deficit rainfall of
34.9% was recorded during

But, the monsoon, thanks

avy rain in August, 5 killed

submit damage assessment reports within a week

to low pressure areas over the
Bay of Bengal, has been vigo-
rous over the State duririg Au-
gust, which registered an ex-
cess 45.2% rainfall so far. It
has already wiped out the July
deficit. As of now, the State
has received 1.3% surplus

Special Relief Commission-
er P. K. Jena said yellow and
orange warning had been is-
sued for Malkangiri, Koraput,
sundargarh, Keonjhar and
Mayurbhanj districts. Accord-
ing to him, a fresh low pres-
sure may to develop over the
Bay of Bengal on August 23
which may cause heavy rain.
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» A cloudy blue sky over Connaught Place on Saturday. i SONUMEHTA/HT PHOTO

Delhi likely to get a heavy
rain spell next week: IMD

: SURPLUS Experts said this Aug is likely to be wettest, as compared to last 9 yrs

Soumya Pillai r—_—'——'ﬂ ingcentre, saidthereisaforecast
i Dlstrlct-mse rain dlstrlbution s G REAReat B0
NEWDELHI: Delhi is likely to get ‘ﬂmm‘-l D!un : ‘ % Saturday till Monday. “Around
another spell of moderate to i Tuesday we will witness ashiftin
heavy rainfall from August 25 the monsoon trough, which will
evening, scientistsfrom theIndia ! L bringrainfall tothe national capi-
Meteorological Department - : cpii ol TN tal,” hesaid.
(IMD)said, addingthat lightdriz- 'NORTHWEST DELHI X4 ; “Light rain will continue in
zle will continue inmany partsof Rainfall received' i 17?3 m i many parts, but a proper spell
thecity. The heavy rainspellmay - will hit Delhi from August 25
continuetill August27, the scien- evening, and it will continue
tists said. through August26and27,” Sriv-
Scientists said with another astava said.
week of rain forecast in Delhi, this IMD data also shows that till
Augustislikely tobethe wettest July 16, Delhi had arainfall defi-
compared to at least the last five cit of 46%, but by July end it
ok e oo Commulative ainfallgfcitin
e hi i in was ecumulativera tin
in 2010, when 455.1mm rain was the city stood at 2%. In 2019, the
recorded. : % yeficit: B ; monsoon retreated in Delhi on
Last August, Delhi received s gz o e -~ October 10, withadeficitof nearly
119.6mm rainfall and 206.5mmin 38%. The city, however, wit-
2018. Rainfall received in the soonretreatingdate. time, however, wereceivedpeak  nessed surplus rainfall in 2018

month of August was also fairly Officially, monsoon’s arrival  rainfall in August, especially and 2017, with 770.6mm and
lowbetween2014and 2017, when  inDelhiwasdeclaredonJuly24.  over thelastone week. Overall, 672.3mm respectively. The IMD
it was between 135mm and “Generally in Delhi, thepeak  this monsoon is expected tobe  hadrecorded524.1mmyrainfallin
153mm. rainfall activity is recorded good withnormaltosurplusrain- 2016as againstthecity’saverage
Delhi starts recording mon-  betweenJuly 15and Augustfirst  fall, an IMD scientist said. of 648.9mm and 515.3mm in 2015.
soon rain from June1and Sep-  week. Afterthis, rainfall contin- Kuldeep Srivastava, head of  The city had gauged 370.8 mm
tembet 30is consideredtheron- ~1es but is not very heavy. This  IMD'sregional weatherforecast- rainfallin2014.
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MD issues red alert for
central western regions

RAIN FURY High risk of flash floods in eastern MP, Gu; Chhattisgarh and eastern Rajasthan

Flood-ike situation
in MP, one killed
in wall _cnllapse

NEWDELHI: The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) hasissued
a red category warning about
heavy raininpartsofcentral and
western India overthe weekend
and Monday as the monsoon is
likely to be active in these
regions.

The warning has beenissued
for eastern Rajasthan, Gujarat,
and Madhya Pradesh on Satur-
day; Saurashtra and Kutch
regions in Gujarat, and eastern
and western Rajasthan on Sun-
day; and Saurashtra and Kutch
regions on Monday.

A red category warning
implies that disaster manage-
ment authorities should take
actiontopreventanyrain-related
orflooding disaster.

“Central India has got
extremely heavy rain. It may
record heavy tovery heavyrains
for another day. But now the
monsoon rains will be concen-
trated in south Rajasthan and
Gujarat. There can be extensive
urban flooding. Meanwhile,
another low-pressure area is
likely to developover Bay of Ben-
galwhichmaynotbeasintenseas
this one. There may be somerain
inDelhiNCRaround August250r
26, said RK Jenamani, senior sci-
entist, national weather forecast-
ingcentre.

Till Saturday, many parts of
Madhya Pradesh had recorded
extremerain, includingSehore32
cm; Dewas 27 em; Indore and
Raisen 26 cm each; Ujjain 24 cm;
Dhar23cm; Banswara, Shajapur
21 cmand Hoshangabad 20cm.

The Central Water Commis-
sion in its flood situation report
on Saturday warned thatthereis
ahighrisk of flash floodsin parts
of eastern Madhya Pradesh, Guj-
arat, eastern Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh.

There is a moderate risk of
flashfloods in the Konkanregion
and Goa also, the report added.
Thereisawell-markedlow-pres-
surearealyingover central parts
of Madhya Pradesh. It is very
likely tomovenearly westwards
across western Madhya Pradesh
Juingthe nexttwotothreedays.

-Peoplemovetuasafuplmeaﬂorhmyralnfnllatnamkhodatn
Bhopal on Saturday.

Themonsoon troughisactiveand

south of itsnormal position(Gan- .

ganagartothe Bay of Bengal.)

An east-west shear zone (2

zoneof change in wind direction
and velocity) is running across
central India, according toIMD’s
Saturday morning bulletin.
Duetothesefavourable condi-
tions, widespread to very heavy
rain is likely over Madhya Pra-
desh, Vidarbha, Telangana, Guj-
arat, Maharashtraand Rajasthan
in the next two to three days.
Extremely heavy rain is likely
overeastern Rajasthanand Guj-
aratduring August22and23,and
inwestern Madhya Pradesh,and
north, Madhya Maharashtraon
August 22, and Saurashtra and
Kutch from August22to23.
“Under theinfluence of likely
formation ofalow-pressurearea
over northwest Bay of Bengal,
rainfall activity is likely to
increaseovereastand adjoining
central India from August 23.
Heavy tovery heavyrainislikely
over Odisha from August23to25,
over Gangetic West Bengal on
August24and 25and over Jhark-
hand on August 25,” said IMD.

Meanwhile, in Delhi the sky
remained clear and blue. Theair
quality index was 53, in satisfac-
tory category bordering.

Even as heavy rainfall con-
tinuetobatter Central India, The
flood situationin Bihar remained
critical on Saturday as nearly
70,000 more people wereaffected
by the calamity, raising thenum-
ber of marooned people to
83,62,451 in 16 districts of the
state, a Disaster Management
Department bulletin said.

Flood water enteredin1l fresh
panchayatareassince Friday and
the number of affected pancha-
yatsisnow 1,333 in 130 blocks.

Flood-related deathsremained
unchanged at 27, the bulletin
said.

Darbhangais the worst-hit dis-
trict with 20.82 lakh people
affected by the deluge while
Muzaffarpur has 19.69 lakh vic-
tims, the bulletin said. The bulle-
tinalso said that about 5.50 lakh
peoplehavebeen evacuated sofar
by 26 teams of National Disaster
Response Forceand State Disas-
ter Response Force.

(With PTlinputs)

BHOPAL: A 70-year-old woman died
in a wall collapse, while a two-
year-boy was swept away in an
overflowing nullah in Dhar dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh on Sat-
urday as heavy rainfall, accom-
panied by strong winds for the
past48hours, threw lifein central
and Malwa region of Madhya
Pradesh out of gear.

Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment(IMD), Bhopal office, on Sat-
urdayissuedredalertinfive dis-
tricts while orange and yellow
alerts have been issued in nine
districtseachrespectively.

AccordingtoIMD's Bhopal sci-
entist GD Mishra, the worst
affected districts are Sehore, Bho-
pal, Indore and Hoshangabad.

InSehore, around 100 villages
were inundated after 316 mm
raininthelast 24hours, the high-
estin the state, officials said.

Apart from Sehore, Bhopal
and Indore witnessed flood-like
situation in many low-lying
areas. Inthelast 24 hours, Bhopal
recorded 210 mm rain while
Indore witnessed 260 mm rain-
fall. “In Bhopal, more than 100
houses were inundated in Dam-
kheda. Over400 people were res-
cued by SDRF while 15 families
are still stranded and efforts are
on to save them,” said Irshad
Wali, DIG, Bhopal.

Bhopal, district collector Avin-
ash Lavaniya said, “Most lakes
andriversofthedistrictare over-
flowing, Six sluice gates of Bhad-
bhada dam and seven gates of
Kaliasotdam havebeen opened.”

“Duetowater logginginmany
low-lyingareas, civicbodies used
boatstorescue more than 50 peo-
ple,” said Manish Singh, collec-
tor, Indore. CM Shivraj Singh |
Chouhan met officers and
orderedanalertmareashaﬂemd
by rainfall.
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Heavy

as bunkers

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUGUST 23
Contrary to the tall claims of
the government, the individ-
ual safety bunkers, con-
structed with much publicity
to protect the lives of border
dwellers, are not more than a
cruel joke on them.
Residents say that a
majority of the bunkers,
constructed to provide shel-
ter to them in case of firing

from across the border, are

filled with rainwater due to
their faulty design.

During the past one week,
Pakistan has intensified
shelling on the International
Border (IB), especially in
Kathua and Samba districts,
making fearstricken resi-
dents here draw the attention
of the higher-ups towards the
condition of the bunkers.

“All bunkers constructed
in our village are filled
with water due to faulty
designing,” Jagdev Singh,
a native of the border vil-

—— lage of Chachwal, said,

rain in state, season’s

Border dwellers feel cheated
th rainwater

A bunker filled with rainwater in the border village of Chachwal.

regretting that
bunkers were constructed
in a very casual manner as
there was no checking of
the materials used at the
time of their construction.

Waterlogged bunkers
authenticated the allegations
of locals that the bunkers
were ill-designed and posed a
serious threat to the lives of
border residents.

“One can’t dare to enter
these drenched bunkers in
case of firing from across the
border since water is full of
deadly snakes,” he said.

the -

Echoing similar opinion,
Bhupinder Singh of the
same village recalled that
last year after the rainy
season, villagers used
water-pumps to dewater
the drenched bunkers, but
this time, most of the
bunkers were half-filled
with rainwater.

The BJP government had
announced to construct
14,500 safety bunkers in
border areas of J&K for peo-
ple to take shelter in the
event of Pakistani shelling
on civilian areas.

first snow in Dhauladhars

272 roads blocked | Power suppl

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

PALAMPUR,SHIMLA, AUGUST 21
The unprecedénted heavy
rain in the last 24 hours

paralysed normal life in.

the state today. Many
roads were blocked, hous-
es suffered damage and
drinking water supply
schemes were hit. The
Beas and its tributaries
are in spate.

The upper reaches of the
Dhauladhars and high-alti-
tude areas of Bara Bhangal
experienced the first snow-
fall of the season.

The ftraffic on the
Pathankot-Mandi NH was
disrupted following uproot-
ing of trees. The road leading
to Jaisinghpur, Chadhiar and
Alampur was damaged
because of soil erosion and
landslides. The road leading
to Billing was also blocked at
many points. The traffic on
the road to Chhota Bhangal
was disrupted.

Landslides occurred at

Heavy rain lashes Shimla on Friday. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

CHANDIGARH-MANALI HIGHWAY BLOCKED

The Chandigarh-Manali highway was blocked near Aut in
Mandi district on Friday after a massive landslide. Alarge
number of vehicles were stuck on both sides. The district
administration, Mandi, has deployed its workforce and
machinery to clear the road, but due to darkness, it would

take time. Police personnel are on the spot to monitor traf-
fic to avoid anv 1intaws rA inmddame

y disrupted | Naina Devi wettest

numerous places as 272
roads, including 177 in Man-
di zone, 48 in Shimla zone, 31
in Kangra zone and 16 in
amirpur, were blocked.
Heavy rain damaged drink-
ing water supply lines in
many parts of the region.
The Meteorological
Department said it was the
beginning of the winter
and in the next few days,
more snow was expected
in the higher hills.
- The power supply
remained disrupted in some
areas of Shimla town as
trees uprooted by landslides
snapped overhead transmis-
sion lines at several places.
Naina Devi was the wettest
in the state with 161 mm rain,
The .local MeT office has
issued yellow warning of
heavy rains in mid and lower
hills on August 25 and predict-
ed rains and thundershowers
in mid and lower hills and
rains and snow in higher hills

for the next six days from
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