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IMD predicts intense rain
across region for two days

THUNDERSTORMS As on Tuesday evening, Delhi reported 6% rainfall deficiency

» hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Intense monsoon
showers are expected in many
partsofnorth-west India, includ-
ingDelhi, between August 26 and
28, India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said Tuesday.

The monsoon trough (line of
low pressure)isactiveandlying
south ofitsnormal position andis
likely to remain active for the
next two or three days, the
IMD said. In addition, thereisa
convergenceoflower level south-
westerly windsfrom the Arabian
Sea over north-west India till
August 28,

“TheMonsoon troughisshift-
ingnorthwards and willstay very
close to Delhi-NCR between
August 25 and August 28. Under
itsinfluence, the convergence of
lower-level easterlies from the
BayofBengal and south-wester-
lies from the Arabian Sea will
takeplaceovernorth-west India.
One or two spells of moderate
rainaccompanied thunderstorm
is likely to hit Delhi between
August26to August28,” Kuldeep
Shrivastava, head, regional
weather forecasting centre, IMD,
said.

“As a result, widespread and
very heavy rain is likely over
north-west India till August 28,”
theIMD said in its Tuesday bulle-
tin.

Delhionly hasa6% deficiency
while north-west India has 14%
deficiencyin monsoonrainsince
June 1. Rain wiﬂun -19% and
+19%
season is consider
normal category.

Monsoon rain since June 1
over the country is 8% excess
with 5% excess over east and
north-east India; 14% deficient
over north-west India; 14% sur-

= Vijay Chowk and the North and Seuth block buildings on a cloudy Tuesday evening.
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In 7 days, enough rain in city to
meet 13.5% of annual water need

Soumya Pillai
» soumya.pillai@htlive.com

NEWDELHE Justa sevenday spell
of rain in the national capital,

between August 13 and August
19, produced enough wastewater
to meet nearly 13% of Delhi’s

annual water demand, analysis
Monsoon. thinktank
edtobeinthe %ymd highlightingthe potential

for groundwater recharge.

The analysis, by the Centrefor
Scienceand Environment(CSE),
showed thatinthoseseven days,
Delhireceived nearly 118 4 milli-
metres of rainfall —143% more

plusover centralIndia; and25%  than the average. Such a heavy
surplusoverthesouthpeninsula.  speil can produce around 87,000
Lastweek, thenationalcapital — millionlitresof water, the analy-
hadreceived threedaysofheavy  sisshowed.
rain, which left the city’s roads Sushmita Sengupta, pro-
inundated causinglongsnarlson  gramme manager (water pro-
severalarterialroads. OnThurs-  gramme), CSE, said the demand
day,Delhirecorded theheaviest forwaterin Delhiwasestimated

spellof rain this season, with Aya
Nagarreceiving122.8mmofrain
injust 24 hours, which according
toIMD is “most likely” the high-

est rainfall recorded in Delhi in
overadecade.

to be 2,765 million litres per day,
or 644,225 million litres annually.

“'I‘hevolmmatmnwatergen
erated in the past week, calcu-
lated by multiplying the area by
the rainfall received and the

co-efficient of therainwater run-
off, was almost 13% of the city’s
total daily water demand. This
was estimated taking into
account 18.8million population of
Delhi (according to the 2011 cen-

~ sus)and1,483squarekilometres

area,” Sengupta explained.
mammm% R .

‘ofgroundwater:
Central Ground Water Board

(CGBW), CSE also said the total
annual groundwater recharge of
Delhi was assessed to be 320 mil-
lion cubic metres (mem), with
annual extractable groundwater
resources at 300mem.

Senguptaimplored such heavy
rainfall be used to recharge the
city’sgroundwatertable. To this
effect, she added, stormwater
drains carrying rainwater be
clean and managed well.

“The urban water bodies are
themainrecharge pointsinacity
—they actlike sponges. They can
absorb flash floods as well as
recharge groundwater. While
rooftop rainwater harvesting
systemsareveryimportant, they
areonly droppinginabucket, We

needtoharvest water fromallour
green spaces,” she said.

In a 2015 order, the National
Green Tribunal made it manda-
tory to ensure that no govern-
ment project, includingflyovers
and bridges, be approved until

theyhaveapromonofrainwa—h

ter ha

watef harvesting syst

installedin Delhi Jal Board build-

ings, 1305 in government build-
ings, 3,675inschoolsand colleges
and 1,869 systems in private
buildings.

Sumukhi Venkat, a social
activist who has worked exten-
sively with the governments of
Rajasthanand Madhya Pradesh
to promote rainwater recharge
methods, said heavily concret-
ised cities werea primary factor
behind rainwater goingto waste.

“When rainwater falls on a
concrete ground, it essentially
goes to waste. With more con-
cretebased development, weare
only reducingopen spaces where
soil can absorb rainwater and
helpregain water,” Venkat said.




