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Cloudburst pushes village to stone age

fes 2|7 20.

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )

sragra caa ( feeel )

The Tribune ( Chandigarh )

The Hindu { Chennai )

PIYUSH SRIVASTAVA

Lucknow: Six families from
an Uttarakhand village had to
resort to stone-age ways of
protecting themselves against
nature when a cloudburst
triggered landslides and
house collapses killed at least
10 people in their district on
Monday. i

These 25-odd people from
Thapa village in Munsiyari
tehsil of Pithoragarh district
shifted to a nearby mountain
cave on Tuesday, the 2013 del-
uge that killed at least 8,000
people in Kedarnath and
Badrinath still fresh in their
memory.

“Heavy rain increases the
chances of landslides, which
would have caused our homes
to collapse. So we shifted to
the cave in the hills near our
village,” Hira Singh, a vil-
lager, told reporters over the
phone. :

He said the six families
were spending the nights in
their rocky chamber and their
days under makeshift “plastic
tents” outside the cave.

Singh said that 41 of
Thapa’s 47 families had left
for other places on Monday.
But the remaining six had
no relatives outside, nor
enough money to survive
elsewhere.

“We have been trying to
inform people in the govern-
ment about our situation but
they are yet to respond or
‘make any arrangements to
shift us somewhere else,” he
said.

Almost every rainy sea-

. son, some or other part of Ut-
tarakhand witnesses cloud-
bursts. There have been half a
dozen in the seven years since
the 2013 calamity, causing fa-
talities almost every time.

Thé Assam Tribune ( Guwah ati)

;r?rnes of India ({ Mumbai)
__The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
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The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

gt ( GeeT )

Rescue work underway at
the site of the cloudburst in
Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh

district on Monday. (PTI)

But while the state govern-
ment claims its disaster re-
sponse force is well prepared
and equipped to meet such
emergencies, villagers say
they rarely receive timely

| alerts or help in the form of

rescue or relief.

Tikait Singh, a resident of
Tanga village in Bangapani
tehsil, 46km from Munsiyari,
said he had to climb 800 feet
up a mountain amid pelting

rain to be able to geta mobile - .

signal and alert alocal
politician.
“Only when the polifician

| got in touch with the district

authorities did they learn
about the cloudburst,” he
said.

According to the state gov- |

ernment, three houses caved
in on Monday at Tanga. Seven
bodies were retrieved by a res-
cue team on Wednesday but
four people were still missing.
One injured man is being
treated in hospital.

At Gaila village in the
same tehsil, three of a family
were buried alive on Monday
when their home collapsed
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Assam flood:
Four new deaths,
over 28L affected

in 26 districts

. GUWAHATI, DHNS: Flood in

Assam claimed four more
lives in the past 24-hours as
water of major rivers swelled
on Thursday affecting over
281akh peoplein 26 districts.

According to the flood

. bulletin issued by Assam

State Disaster Management
Autharityon Thursday, more
than 2 lakh people have been
newly affected by the flood
in the past 24 hours in 109
villages.

The Brahmaputra was
gtill flowing above the danger
level at Nematighat (Jorhat),
Tezpur, Guwahati, Dhubri
and Goalpara while some of -
itstributarieswerealsoabove

. the danger mark at several

Situationturnedworsedue
tobreachinembankmentsat
several places, which normal-
Iy shields villages from flood.

" Many bridges, roads and

Flood situation also wors-
ened in Kaziranga National
Park as 92% of the park re-
mained under water. A total
0f152 camps have beeninun-
dated and the forest person-
nelhadtoevacuatesixofthem
due to rise in water level. A
total of 123 animalsincluding
nine rhinos have died while
150 othershavebeenrescued
by the forest staffs and local
volunteers.
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. Reworkflood

- control strategies
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Instead of construction,
return tonatural solutions

loods have once again inundated Assam and Bihar.
The deluge has displaced thousands of people,
destroyed infrastructure, and wiped out rich, genera-
tions-old biodiversity. The two states have moved peo-
pleandlivestock out to temporary shelters (the death
toll is low till now), and provided them with food and medical help.
In Assam, the government has the additional responsibility of
rescuing and providing food and veterinary services to the wild
animals of the Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve, 85% of which is sub- wrta.ke
merged. Whenthe watersfinallyrecede, =~ mesmmmss
the official procedure will follow a predictable script: Blame the
monsoons, assess the extent of damage, demand financial and
material help from the Centre, and announce compensation for
the flood-affected people.

But it cannot be business-as-usual anymore. A study by the
Asian Development Bank says that floods already account for at
least half of all climate-related disasters in the country. The trend
of extreme rainfall and erratic monsoon patterns will only exac-
erbate this challenge. India must rethink its flood-control strate-
gies. Thefirst flaw is in the official understanding and assessment

-of floods as destructive, which require construction-led solutions.
Historically, floods have been part of the lives of riverine people
because they bring silt, vegetation, sediment, and fish into the
water systems of an area. They only became a “menace” when
engineers, starting from the British era, designed engineering
solutions—embankments and barrages and dams —to control
them. These stepsrestricted the free flow of rivers; the silt, which
would typically spill over a vast area to form the flood plains, is
now confined toa much smaller area, raising theriver bed. People
alsostarted encroaching on floodplains, choking urban drainage
systems, paving green spaces, and destroying ponds and lakes.
Thestates’ pro-embankment policy is easy to understand: It helps
perpetuate the well-oiled politician-technocrat-contractor nexus.
Ina paper, academic Rohan D’Souza has written thatfloodsin
South Asia are now acknowledged as an ecological force mediated
by social, cultural and political interventions rather than exclu-
sively borne out asan effect of nature. India’s policymakers must
do away with the pro-embankment strategy; restore agricultural
practices that make best use of floods; ensure re-vegetation of
catchments to control rapid soil loss; revive dry springs; and
ensure greater percolation of rainwater.



" OmShanti Nagar In Hungund, Bagalkot district, turned into an isiand following abreach
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" Abike of a petty vendor, along with plastic pots,
awaylnHMalglsh’eamlandtanﬁ(.Kalahuracldlstrld.
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Heavy rain pummels

Two kids kllled four |n|ured in
separate rain-related incidents

KALABURAGI/BALLARI/
TUMAKURU, DHNS

yrrential rain in the past
- B 48 hours caused havoc
. on Kalyana Karnataka

districts - Kalaburagi, Yadg-
ir, Raichur and Ballari. Two
kids were killed and four of
a family injured in two sep-
arate ram—related madents
on Friday.

Ramappa Sluvappa (6) and
Veeresh Hanumanthraya
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‘of Gowrampet in Devadurg

taluk, Raichur district, were
buried under a heap of mud
afttrapomon of hillock caved
in on them. Injured Mounesh
Shivaraj had been rushed to
RIMS for treatment. All three
children were playing close to
the hillock when the incident
occurred. The Devadurg police
haveregistered a case.
Inanother rain-related inci-
dentat Naikalin Yadgir district,
four of a familyincluding anew

mother and her baby, suffered
minor injuries after their
house wall, weakened by per-
sistent wet weather, collapsed
on them in the early hours of
Friday.

Meanwhile, a petty vendor
had a narrow escape while
crossing the overflowing
Hadalgi stream in Aland taluk
of Kalaburagi district. After his
bike and 30 pots were swept
away by strong undercurrents
in stream, he managed to
catch hold of a bark of a tree
and crossed the bridge after
the water level in the stream
decreased.

Incessantrainhasdamaged
tur crop on vast tract of land
in Aland taluk.

Flash floods from the riv-
ulets in Madana Hipparaga,

Ningadalli, Hebali, Padasav-
ali, Jeerahalli, Mataki and
Theertha and seven villagesin
Kamalapur taluk has cut con-
nectivity ofﬂxesevillages
With Bhima river getting
good inflows, about 15,000
cusecs of water was reieased
from Sonna barrage. The Ben-
netora dam s full to the brim.
Kalaburagi city witnessed
intermittent rain on Friday.
The Friday morning show-
ers left streams and lakes in
spate in Gudekote hobli in
‘Kudligi taluk, Ballari district.

The overflowmg streams .
have flooded mmze, jowar,

groundnut and onion crops
-onhundreds of acres. A pome-
granate farmat Yerrabonahalli
sustained extensive damagein
therain.
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Sandur and parts of tal
also received moderate
heavy showers. S Obalap
lake, spread over 100 acres, h
breached following showers
thelast few days.

Heavy showers ha
left Hungund town floode
Several residential areas we:
inundated with rainwate
causing hardships to the re;
dents and motorists.

Heavy rain on the interve
ing night of Thursday and Fi
day has poured misery in ti
low-lying areas of Tumaku

Kannada Bhavan ne:
Amanikere lake was inunds
edwith rainwater. A portion
MG Road in the city caved
due to heavy showers and su
standard UGD works.
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Shocked by what has happened:
UK royals on Kaziranga floods

Anupmlltllmu

Jorhat: The Duke and Du-
chess of Cambridge have
written to Kaziranga Nation-
al Park (KNP) director P Siva-

kumar; saying that “they were-

heartbroken to hear about the
appalling devastation to the
park and its precious wildlife
caused by the very heavy
monsoon flooding”.

Prince William and his
wife, Catherine, had come to
Kaziranga during their visit
in April, 2016. “We received a
letter from the Kensington
Palace on Wednesday and

The of Cambridge at
Kaziranga in April 2016

shared it in themediatoday af-
terdiscussing the matter with
the British high commission-
ertoIndia,” said Sivakumar.
The letter reads; “We have
the happiest memories of our
visit to Kaziranga in April,

2016 and are shocked by what
has happened. The death of so
many animals, including one-
horned rhino, is deeply upset-
ting.... Catherineand Igreatly
admire all the work that you
and the rangers at Kaziranga
are doing to risk your own
safety, rescue animals and
contain the damage.” It fur-
ther added: “The loss of life
and livelihoods in Assamasa
result of flooding, coming on
topof the Covid-19pandemic,
isdeeply distressing.”

KNP has lost 126 animals,
including13 rhinos in floods.

Fullreporton www.toi.in

e Yhincd - &SIOT]&(D

Break in rainfall helpe_d some 52,000 return home: officials

SPECIAL CORR!.‘.SPURDENT
GUWAHATI

The ﬂoqd situation in Assam
. improved marginally on Fri-
day but three people
drowned to take the death
tally to 93. Another 26 were
killed in landslides triggered
. by.the intermittent heavy
:  rainfall since May 22, i
i Large swathes of East
Siang and other districts
along the ﬁavz of rrver sm;g

metres of a sttamgic road
washed away. Siang is one of
the three rivers that form the
Brahmaputra in Assam
downstream.

Officials of the Assam -
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said a
break in rainfall helped
some 52,000 flood-affected

people return to their
homes on Friday. The num-
ber of affected people across
26 flood-hit districts stood at
27.8 lakh till Friday evening.

“A person each died in
Barpeta, Kokrajhar and Mo-

Firm resolve: A woman
rowing a makeshift raft to
crossa ﬂaoded area. =p7

rigaon dxstﬁcts We had to
increase the number of relief
camps to 301 with the num-
ber of inmates totalling
50,136, almost 3,000 more
than on Thursday,” an ASD-
MA spokesperson said.
Goalpara continued to be
the worst-affected district
with 4.7 la.kh people ma-

-mened, followed by Barpeta

(4.61 lakh), Morigaon (3.75
lakh), Dhubri (2,87 lakh) and
South Salmara (2.5 lakh).
The male one-horned rhi-
noceros that had taken re-
fuge'on the highway after la-

‘bouring out of a flooded

Kaziranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) on
July 17 was found dead inside
the park at about 11 a.m. on
Friday. Park officials and ve-
terinarians of an animal res-
cue centre at Kaziranga had
provided multivitamin-laced
sweetened grass to the fired
rhino. They had also sprayed
an antibiotic eye-drop at the
rhino found to be suffering
from corneal opacity and
conjunctivitis. “The cause of
death of the rhino was ascer-
tained as sickness associated
with old age. He was found
near the Dusuti anti-poach-
ing camp of KNPTR’s Bagori
Range,” park official Ramesh
Kumar Gogoi said.

The rhino was the 13th to
die during the flood in
KNPTR, about 85% of which

“has been submerged. At

least 112 other animals of the
‘park have died in the floods,
with 18 run over by speeding
vehicles on the highway
along the southern edge of
the park.
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Bihar flood situation turns grim

Water levels in several rivers nsmg around 8 Iakh peeple affected in 10 le

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PATHA

The flood situation north-

eastern Bihar turned grim

on Friday after the water le-

vels m several rivers rose
sly and breached

embankments at many plac- '

€es.

Gushing waters forced the
Railways to stop train servic-
es on the Darbhanga-Samas-
tipur section. “Floodwater
was rising near railway
bridge number 16 at Hayagh-

at. Operations on the section
hﬁm 'be stopped,” said East,
Central Railway Chief Public
Relations Oﬁzcer Ra]esh Ku-

An appmach road lmklng
Gopalgan] with Bettiah was
washed away by waters from
river Gandak. “The road had
started flooding on Wednes-
day, but the erosion caused
by the high pressure water
flow could not be prevent
ed... restmaetraf
fic on the road soon,” said
Gopalganj District Magis-
trate Arshad Aziz.

‘' About 8 lakh people in 10
districts of northeastern Bi-
har, comprising 64 blocks

Rough waters:
and 426 panchayats, are cur-
rently affected by floods. The
government has set up 28 re-

lief camps and community
kitchens.

Rescue services
Twenty-one teams of the Na-
tional Disaster onse
Force (NDRF) Mﬁ

of State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) have been
pressed into service to res-
cue marooned people.
“More than 3,200 people
and 126 livestock have so far

People wadmg through water with their cattle in Géﬁalganj on Fnday el

been safely evacuated by
NDRF personnel...
night, when the embank-

ment breached at Bhawani-

pur village in East Champa-
ran, our personnel from the
oth battalion rescued 1,200
people,” NDRF Comman-
dant Vijay Sinha said.

““Dite to the heavy rain in
the last two days, water le-
vels in rivers have risen
sharply, flooding many

areas... but our department -

officials are on high alert and
responding to the emerging

Last -

sﬁuaﬁm;, said State Water
Resources Department Mi-
nister Sanjay Jha. On Friday,
river Saran breached at two
places, Devapur village un-
der Barauli block and Purai-
na village of Majahgarh block

in Gopalganj district. Villag-

- ers were forced to take re-

fuge in higher places, includ-
ing national highways and
government buildings.

The State government
has, meanwhile, announced
6,000 as compensation to
all flood affected families.

The Gandoy Tmbune - 2607|120

Underpass 'ﬂooded in Jhajjac commuters suffer

RAVINDER SAINI

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JHAJJAR, JULY 25

Talav road near Dhandhu
Nagar locality here has
remained inundated for overa
ience to road users.

“A considerable number of
people from Talav and sur-
rounding villages come daily
to Jhajjar city on scooter and
motorbike for jobs and other

A farmer wades through the waterlogged railway underpass
on Talav Road in Jhajjar on Saturday. PHOTO: SUMIT THARAN

purposes. Many of them are
now covering 3-4 km on foot
as the rail underpass has been
flooded for several days and
the vehicles break down in the

water” said Gulshan, a resi-
dent of Talav village.

Geeta, a housewife, said she
used to fetch milk from Talav
village daily on her bicycle.

“The Waterlogged underpass
ha_f’ compelled me to cross the
rail track to go to the Other
side as it is the shortest way to
reach there, but there is
always a fear of getting .
injured while crossing the
track on a bicycle and carry-
mgann]kcnntmm”ghesald_'
Oumkash an ex-service-
man, said many local people
do agricultural work at Talav
and nearby areas. They used
to bring green fodder for their
animals on bicyele/motorbike
from there. “Now, they have
to struggle with the fodder
while wading through the
waterlogged underpass. No
one is paying heed to their
plight,” he added.

-
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its famed wildlife from floodwaters
Every year, teams of wildlife experts and local volunteers come to the rescue of
tigers trapped in kitchens, stranded rhino calves, and scared hog deer

Himanshi.Dhawan@timesgroup.com

t is 7am on July 15, and veterinar-

ian Dr Samshul Ali is already on

the track of a tired tigress who had

holed up inside a warm kitchen in
a village on the periphery of the Ka-
ziranga National Park and Tiger Re-
serve (KNPTR) the night before to es-
cape the rising water levels. More than
85% of the national park had already
been submerged.

Ali can see her through the gaps in
the thin bamboo wall. He makes a quick
assessment of her weight to determine
the amount of tranquilizer required,
and aims at her. He has only one chance
at sedating the animal, and it has to be
done right. As thedart hits the tigress,

she lets out a spine-chilling roar. Ali-
stands absolutely still. “If I had moved -

the animal could have attacked, putting
the team and the villagers in danger,”
Ali says. A minute later, he takes an-
other peek and finds the tigress is
drooping. Five minutes later; the rescue
team moves in, and Ali breathes a sigh
of relief.

Every year as the flood waters start
rising, Kaziranga’s green warriors,
which include vets like Ali, gear up to
save its famed wildlife — one-horned
rhinos, elephants, snakes, leopards,

‘The biggest challenge

during a rescue is
not the animal but humans.
Managing crowds is tough.
If they make noises, or
crowd around the animal, it
endangers everyone

— RATHIN BARMAN
Wildlife expert

hog deer and even birds.

The team includes Assam forest of-
ficials, members of the Wildlife Trust
of India (WTI) and the International
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). In
the last two weeks, the team has res-
cued 153 animals, says WTI CEO and
founder Vivek Menon.

Just a day earlier, the team rescued
a year-old rhino calf that had got sepa-
rated from its mother and was found
stranded by villagers in the Agartoli
range area. “We threw a blanket on the
face of the calf to prevent it from at-
tacking us and then restrained it. We

ANIMAL AID: A sedated tigress being
taken for treatment while rhino calf at
the CWRC finally drinks milk from a
bottle after a week

then sedated it and bundled it in a
country boat to take it to the Centre for
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conserva-
tion (CWRC),” Ali says.

Saving animals is hard work, and
needs patience and experience.
Though rescues happen throughout
the year, the pressure is particularly
intense during the floods. Local com-
munity leaders, volunteers, specially
trained wildlife experts are all pressed
into service.

The 1,055-sq-km KNPTR needs
floods to maintain its unigue biodiver-
sity, says Menon, and most animals are
hardwired to recognise signs of a flood
and move towards the highlands in the
Karbi Anglong Hills. “The challenge is
to protect the animal corridors from
the forest into the highlands because
the National Highway 87 and human
habitations have come around it,” he
says. This is the area where most of
the rescues take place as exhausted,
disoriented animals either get hit by
fast-moving vehicles or wander into
the surrounding villages.

Months before the rainy season,
conservationists start preparing for
the rescue. The local community is
made aware of how to tackle wild ani-
mals if they enter human habitations.
Among the most common problems is
hog deer winding up in a village. Ka-
ziranga’s honorary wildlife warden
Uttam Saikia says, “The first thing I

tell people is don’t rescue a deer. You
could kill it.” When a deer is caught or
finds itself closeto danger; it suffers from
‘capture myopathy’, a stress-induced mus-
cle degenerative condition that could lead
to paralysis, and even death. These and
other such tips have helped create an in-
formation and rescue network among the
villages that lie on KNPTR’s periphery.
The biggest challenge during a res-
cue is not the animal but humans, says
CWRC head Rathin Barman. Barman, *
who has been involved in rescue and
rehabilitation for 20 years, adds, “Man-
aging crowds is the toughest part. We
need to keep the crowd under control
because if they make noises, or crowd
around the animal, and this endangers
everyone.” This happens most often
when a tiger or leopard is trapped.
Despite the tensions, rescues can be
very rewarding. There was one such
moment this week. The rhino calf res-
cued on July 14 started taking milk
from a bottle after resisting it for a
week. “Initially the calf was suspicious
but we covered the feeding bottle’s tip
with jaggery to lure it. Feeding is a
good sign,” Ali says. e [
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 With three more
deaths, flood toll in
Assam 100

Guwahati/Patna: Floods
confinue to wreak havoc in
eastern parts of the country.
On Sunday, three more peo-
ple died in Assam taking the
toll past 100, while seven peo-
plelost theirlives in Bihar.
PM Narendra Modi in
his monthly Mann ki Baat
expressed his: solidarity
with all those affected by
floods and heavy rainfall in
Assamand Bihar.

\nd:m - :;Nlb“flab

According to the daily As-
sam flood bulletin, 23 dis-
tricts are still affected, im-
pacting over 25 lakh people.
Bihar government said, ex-
cept Burhi Gandak and Bag-
mati, all rivers had showed a
recedingtrend on Sunday. Tnn
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Five drown in Assam,
flood toll crosses 100 -

More than 24 lakh people affected

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Five people drowned during
‘the last 24 hours in Assam to
take the flood death toll to
102 on Sunday. Another 26

were killed in landslides .
triggered by intermittent

heavy rainfall since May 22.
Officials of the Assam
State Disaster Management

Authority said the flood sit-

uation improved overnight
despite the deaths, with the
number of affected people
now reading 24.76 lakh
across 23 districts, down
from 26.38 lakh on Satur-
day. The relief camps too
had about 2,000 fewer peo-
ple.

The State Disaster Res-
ponse Force, district admi-
nistrations and local people
rescued 188 persons during
the last 24 hours by deploy-
ing 101 boats across the '

Medicihe_s being dist-ri.bute
among the flood-hit in
Morigaon. =riTu rAsKONWAR

State. Goalpara is the worst-
hit district -with over 4.7
lakh people affected.

In Barpeta, more than
3.95 lakh persons have been
affected.

. The water level subsided
in the Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve
where 129 animals, includ-
ing 14 rhinos have died. As
many as 157 animals have
been rescued so far.

(With PTI inputs)
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In troubled waters

People cross a flooded street at Shekhapur Dhab in Muzaffarpur district, Bihar, on Saturday. 1l
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_ Floods ravage Bihar, Assam;
‘rain causes landsllps in Slkklm

] HT Correspondents
« lettersBhindustantimes com

| NAGAON (ASSAM)/PATNA/GANGTOK:
| Floodscaused duetoheavy rain-

| fall continue to wreak havoc in
. districts of Assam and Bihar
whileincessantrainfallin remote
villages of North Sikkim has
caused landslides cutting them

offfrom other partsofthestate. -
Floods have ravaged 27 outof |

million people and displaced a
population of 47,772, which has
taken shelter in 564 reliefcamps
acrossthestate, accordingtothe
Assam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority 's daily flood
reportreleased on Saturday.
InRahaareaof Nagaon district
of Assam, several schools, water

supplyprojectand other govern- -

ment buildings have been sub-
merged in the floodwaters, offi-
cialssaid.

Meanwhile, the Indian Air
Force (TAF) choppers on Satur-
day carried outreliefoperations
inthreeof Bihar’s worstaffected
and Bast Champaran. Besides the
three major districts like Gopal-
ganj, East Champaran and Dar-
bhanga, Sitamarhi, Sheohar,
Supaul, Kishanganj, Muzaffar-
pur, West andKha-

gariaarealsofacingthedevasta--

tion due to floods of Various
scales, officials said.
- e

The Bihar Disaster Manage-

‘ment Department Authority

(BDMDA) principal secretary
Pratyaya Amriton Saturday said
that around 10 lakh people have
been affected duetothe floodsin

‘thestateand the Darbhangadis-

trict is the worst affected. He
added that therehasbeenaslight
reduction in the water levels
across the state and around o_ne
lakh people havebeenevacuated.

Deputy chief minister Sushil

-Modi said thateach flood-affected
~ personwouldbegiven36,000each

asrelieffrom the government
The Ashokan pillar at Lauria
in West Champaran, the Bud-
dhist stupa at Kesaria in East
Champaran and the remains of

the fortification of ancien;t_rlﬂer o

*« Ashokan Pllar looded at Lauria in West Champaran, Bihar. #TPHor0

Raja Bali at Balirajgarh in Mad-
hubani district have ‘been inun-

dated, officials said.

HS Naik aupeﬂnten&ing

“51Burves offudls Painacircl,

said, “Soon after the flood water

‘recedes from Champaran and

Kesaria stupa site, we will send
our engineer to assess the dam-

Separately, an Indian Air
Force(IAF) helicopter on Satur-
dayairlifted essential commodi-
ties for the people of two remote
villages in North Sikkim, which
arecutofffromother partsofthe
state duetolandslides [caused by
incessant rainfall], an official
releasesaid. '

(with inputs from agencies)
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Over 14 lakh affected By Bihar floods

Govt. to d'epioy drones to locate marooned people; IAF choppers drop food

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA
Floods continue to wreak ha-
voc on 11 districts in north-
eastern Bihar on Sunday,
with over 14 lakh people af-
fected so far. Seven persons
have been reportedly killed.
The Baghmati, Burhi Gan-
dak, Kamlabalan, Lalbakeya,
Adhwara, Khiroi, Mahanan-
da and Ghaghra rivers are
flowing above the danger le-
vel. However, the Ganga is

still below the danger mark. -

Officials sources said the
government has deployed
IAF helicopters to drop food
packets and set up 463 com-
munity kitchens and 26 re-
lief camps in the affected
areas. Nearly 1.7 lakh people
are, getting food from the
community kitchens and
14,011 have taken shelter in
relief camps, said the State
Disaster Management De-
partment.

25 DRF teams
As many as 25 teams of the
National and State Disaster
Response Force are engaged
in relief and rescue opera-
tions. The State government
has said drones will be de-
ployed to locate marooned
people in the flood-affected
districts.

Amidst the rescue efforts,
a 25-year-old woman was de-
livered of a baby girl on a res-
cue boat in the flood-affect-

Flood fury: A volunteer distributing food packets to flood-affected people in Gopalganj district

of Bihar on Sunday. =pmi

ed East Champaran district.
The NDRF boat was engaged
in a rescue operation led by
assistant sub-inspector Jiten-
dra Kumar. The woman,
identified as Reema Devi,
wife of Muni Lal Mahto, is
from Gobari village under
Banjariya block .

“With the help of ASHA
workers, the NDRF team
helped the woman in safe
delivery. The woman and
her baby were later shifted

Hhndustan

to a nearby Primary Health
Center,” said Vijay Sinha,
NDRF 9th battalion Com-
mandant.

Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi said the
government had given per-
mission to district magis-
trates of the flood-affected
areas to buy boats and use
drones to locate and rescue
marooned people.

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-

-mar has directed otﬁcials to

distribute free masks to res-
cued people in these areas,
and also urged them to fol-
low other protocol for CO-
VID-19 prevention.

Earlier, the government
had announced compensa-
tion of ¥6,000 to each flood-
affected person.

State Water Resources Mi-
nister, Sanjay Jha, along with
top officials undertook an
aerial survey of the flood-af-
fected areas.
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Increased tlgerSIthlngs reported from flood-hit Assam

UtpalParashar . . ..
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GUWAHATI: Amid reports of
wildanimaldeathsdueto
floods, photos of a tigressand
twocubs captured onacam-
eratrapinside Assam’s Laok-
howa Burhachapori wildlife
sanctuary have brought cheer
toforest officials and conser-
vation activists.
Thisisthefirstevidence of
tiger breedingin the protected
area,abuffer of Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger

= A tiger spotted at the Laokhowa Burhachapori sanctuary.

Reserve (KNPTR). “Roar gets
louder. First ever cameratrap
evidence of successful breed-

ingoftigersin Laokhowa Bur-

KNPTR

hachapori wildlife sanctuary,
buffer of Kaziranga Tiger
Reserve. Result of more than
15years of hard work and

effort. Kudos,” KNPTR posted
on Twitter on Sunday.

_ “The areawas brought
under KNPTR in 2007 and con-
servation efforts renewed.
Before we started our efforts,
theareawas undergripof
encroachers. There used to be
around 240 cattle stations
inside Laokhowa-Burhacha-
pori. Weremoved the
encroachmentsandnow the
areaisprotected” said P Siva-
kumar, director, KNPTR.

“The cameratrapphoto
confirms breeding of tigersin

Laokhowa Burhachapori for
thisfirst time, This is a signifi-
cantdevelopment and will
strengthen tiger conservation
efforts,” said M Firoz Ahmed,
head of tiger research and con-
servation divisionat Aara-
nyak, a Guwahati-based wild-
lifeNGO.

Nearly 85% area of KNPTR,
spread over 430 sqgkm, is inun-
dated by floodwaterat
present. This monsoon, 129
wild animals, including 14 rhi-
noshave died in and around

thepark.
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Assam flood toll crosses 100; Ganga
breaches the anger markm Bihar

HTBWW

GUWAHATI/PATNA: The flood situa-
tionremained grimin Assamand
Bihar on Sunday with five more
_deaths and nearly 4 million peo-
pleaffected in the two states.

Accordingtoabulletinissued
by Assam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (ASDMA), the
fivefreshdeathsraised theflood-
related tollin the state to 102.

Besides deaths due to drown-
ing, 26 more people have died
across thestatesince May due to
landslides caused by heavyrain,
asper ASDMA.

As on Sunday, nearly 2.5 mil-
lion people in 2,265 villages in230f
the state’s 33 districts were still
affected by floods. Goalpara (4.70
lakh) was the worst affected dis-
trict followed by Barpeta (3.95
lakh)and Morigaon(3.331akh).

Nearly 46,000 people uprooted
due to floods were taking in 457
relief camps in 16 affected dis-
tricts.

Union minister for develop-
ment ofnortheasternregionJit-
endraSinghspoke to Assam chief
minister Sarbananda Sonowal
and assured him help from the
Centre and the North Eastern
Counciltorestoreandrepair the
infrastructuredamaged in floods.

Meanwhile, the situation con-
tinued to deteriorate in Bihar,
with the water level ofthe Ganga
river breaching the dangermark
at Kahalgaon in Bhagalpur and

overflowfromthe Gandak flood-
ingmoreareason Sunday.

Accordingtothewater resour-
cesdepartment(WRD), therisein
water level of the Ganga in Patna
and Munger has affected Diara
andlow-lyingareasonitscourse.
Rivers such as Bagmati, Burhi
Gandak, Kamla, Adhwara and
Mahananda are also flowing
above the danger level, putting
pressure onembankmentsat dif-
ferent places.

Champaranand Mttulanchal
region are among the worst-hit
areas, with National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and

State Disaster Response Forceon
standby forrescue operations.

Accordingtonewsagency PTI,
a25-year-old woman gavebirthto
ababygirlonboardan NDRF res-
cue boat plying on the swollen
Burhi Gandak river in flood-af-
fected Bihar on Sunday, officials
said. :
The woman was being rescued
from her marooned house in
Gobari village of East Cham-
paran district when she devel-
opedseverelabourpainandlater
delivered the baby around 1:40
pm, they said.

The National Disaster

= An aerial view of  flood-affected area in Darbhanga district of Bihar on Sunday. o

Response E‘ol'ee (NDRF) wam

was accompanied by an A
(accreditedsocial health

sworker whohelped i the il

birth, an NDRF spokesperson
saidin Delhi.

Sofar, about 1.50 million peo-
pleresiding in 625 panchayats of
86blocksacross 11 districtshave
been affected due to the recent
spell of floods in north Bihar.
WRD officialssaid that the situa-
tion might worsenasthemeteor-
ological department had pre-
yanregion in Nepaland planesof
north Bihar in thenext 72 hours.




Hinduekan Twee — T[0T |20

Deficient rainfall in parts of country

« letters@hindustantimes.com

states aredealing withfloodsbut
many areasin thecore monsoon
zonethatincludes partsofcentral
and eastern India and some
regions in the north-west have
recorded a high rate of rain defi-
ciency inJuly,aperiod whenthe
rains are normally dominant.

Rajasthan has a deficiency of
33%; Madhya Pradesh 40%;
Chhattisgarh 23%; Jharkhand
20% and Odisha 27% for the
monthJuly. Uttar Pradeshhasa
shortage of 14% but isnot in the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment'sdeficientcategory. Thisis
mainly becauseof scanty rainfall
inwestern Uttar Pradesh.

For theentiremonsoon period
sinceJune 1, thesestatesarebor-
dering the deficient category
because they have recorded
under19% deficiency, considered
to be in the “normal” range or
they have aminor rainsurplus.

Delhi, after covering a defi-
ciencyof over 50% infour days, is
back to “deficient” category with
ashortage of 20% as on Sunday.
For July, Delhi hasashortage of
8%. Himachal Pradesh hasadefi-
ciency of 33% and Kerala 27% for
the June-July period.

The rain deficiency in these
states will increase as the mon-
soonover northwestand central
India will remain subdued at
least for the next2-3days, accord-
ingtoIMD scientists.

“Rains may pick up over Pun-
jab, Haryana, Delhifrom July 28
for around two days. Monsoon

y

EWDBH:Severalumth-easterﬁ i
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[ Normal (-19% to 19%)

[} No data ["] No rain {-100%)

ing rainfall in India

Latest data shows that many areas in the core monsoon zone that includes parts of
central and eastern India have recorded a high rate of rain deficiency in July

[ Large deficient (-99% to -60%)
[F] Excess (20% to 59%) [ Large excess (60% or mare)

[ Deficient (-59% to -20%)

MONTHLY

(01- 07- 2020 TO 26~ 07- 2020)

Andhra Pradesh
.

Arunachal Pradesh

Jammu m

CUMULATIVE
(01-06-2020 TO 26-07-2020)

Arunachal Pradesh

Andhra Pradesh

trough was weak over the core
monsoonzone. Nolow-pressure

system or eyclonic circulation

hasdeveloped over Bayof Bengal
which can strengthen monsoon
rains overthe region. Monsoonal
windsfrom Bay of Bengalarealso
very weakinJuly,” said RK Jena-
mani, senior scientist, national

.

weather forecasting centre.
‘“Undersuchascenario, mon-
soon rainfall is likely to remain
subdued over plains of Northwest
and Central Indiaduringnext2-3
days. However, rainfall is likely
to increase over northeastern
partsof India with heavy tovery
heavy rainfall during July 28to

30,” the IMD said in its Sunday

Overall, the country has
recorded 5% excessrainbetween
June1and June25;15% excessin
east and northeast India; a 17%
deficit overnorth-west India; 3%
excessover central Indiaand 16%
excessoverthesouthneninanla.
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So far, 14% above average rair

. But rain less than m<mﬁmmm in11 Q_m:_oﬁm

DEEPENDER DESswar

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, JULY 26

Haryana has received 14
per cent more rain this
monsoon even though
rain has been less than

. average in 11 districts of

the state. However, rain
has been much above
average in 10 districts.

Data compiled by the agri-
culture meteorological
department of Chaudhary
Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural ~ University
(HAU) revealed that Fate-
habad, Faridabad, Hisar,
Jhajjar, Jind, Kaithal, Kar-
nal, Kurukshetra, Sirsa and
Sonepat districts received
above normal rain from
June 1 to July 24.

The districts receiving
deficient  rainfall  are
Ambala, Bhiwani, Guru-
gram, Mahendragarh,
Mewat, Palwal, Panchkula,
Panipat, wms.mz Rohtak
and MmE:bmﬁmmmﬁ

However, the spell of rain
in the state from July 18 to
24 was almost double the
normal. This spell Tecord-
ed 104 per cent more rain
than average, stated the
HAU data.

The Haryana Agricultural University has predicted that the

monsoon will remain active till August 2. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

ROADS WATERLOGGED

L "Asa preliminary meas-
. ure, the Health Depart-

G'GRAM ON ALERT AS

" With rampant waterlog-
ging across the n_q with
every bout of rain, Guru-
gram has been put on
alert for vector-borne dis-
eases during monsoon

ment has released Gam-
busia fish to keep the
district’s water bodies
mosquito-free

" Gambusia feeds on 200-
300 larvae of mosquito
daily and thrives in shal-
low waters as well

¥ The fish has been released
into 72 water bodies out of
atotal of 153 ponds

®The district health authori-
ties have procured lar-
vacides, fogging chemi-
cals and biack oil.
Spraying will start soon. oc

Overall, Karnal received

the highest rain of 389.7
mm during the monsoon,
followed by Kurukshetra
(388.5 mm) and Kaithal
(3124 mm), which was

p

much niore than normal

rainfall of 216.8 mm, 216.9
mm and 134.7 mm, respec-
tively.

Panchkula had 2 mm less
rain, followed by Rewari
and Rohtak, both having 47
per cent less rain than aver-

age. Panchkula, Ambala
and Yamunanagar districts,
having the highest normal
rainfall in Haryana, had
received deficient rain this
monsoon so far.

Haryana had an average

| Moderate showers expected

rainfall of 166.1 mm by July
24, but received 189.5 mm, a
mmumﬁ:wm of 14 per cent, the
HAU data stated.

Analysis of the data
revealed that the latest spell
of rain, from July 18 to 24,
had helped the ma&.m
improve its rainfall figures
as 737 mm of rain was
recorded. It had an average
rainfall figure of 36.2 mm, a
departure of 104 per cent.

Dr ML Khichar, head of
the Agri-Met department in
the HAU, said the active
south-west monsoon winds
had helped the region
receive better rain during
the previous week, The
office predicted that the

monsoon would remain
active till August 2.
“The monsoon is likely to

get active again due to
favourable weather condi-
tions as the monsoon turfis
shifting from the
Himalayan. region to the
plains. Moderate rain is
expected in Yamunanagar,
Ambala, Panchkula, Kuruk-
shetra, Karnal, Panipat,
.Eaamw and adjoining areas
from July 28. Other districts
can get rain in the next
three days,” he said.




