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{ DAY AFTER HEAVY

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com. .

MUMBAI: A woman died after
falling into an open drain on
Wednesday when heavy rains
flooded parts of Mumbai, officials
said on Thursday, as the chaos
that unfolded the previous even-
ing triggered angry comments
from opposition politicians,
he victim was identified as

45-year-old Vimal Gaikwad,
who was crossing the road to
catch a bus after work, Attempt-
ing to wade through a water-
logged road, Gaikwad slipped
into Aan open drain and
drowned, MIDC area police
said. )

A rickshaw driver who wit-
‘nessed the incident alerted the
police. ‘After an hour-long
search, emergency responders
recovered Gaikwad's body
about 50 feet from the culvert.

A civic official from K east
ward explained, “It was a cross
culvert. There were covers on it,
but one needs to ascertain if the
cover came off on its own dur-
ing the heavy rains or if it was
removed.” Qo e

Gaikwad, officials said,
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Waterlogging on Western Express Highway
and Goregaon due to heavy rain in Mumbai,

between Jogeshwari
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Monsoon withdrawal
will slow down as late
surge brings rain: IMD

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The monsoon is

active over central and western
parts of India, despite having

fall over west India. Heavy rain
may continue until September
28. There will be no progress in
the withdrawal of monsoon until
this system weakens. We also
have to see if more monsoonal

worked as a security guardand | begun its withdrawal from por- - systems are developing,”
was the sole breadwinner in her - tions of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Typically, the monsoon begins
family. Aail o4 e areas of Punjab and Hary-  withdrawing on September 17
Shiv Sena-UBT leader and | ana on Tuesday, according to  and completely withdraws from
former guardian minister of Wweather officials who now the country by 15 October.
Mumbai city Aaditya Thackeray | expect the retreat of rainy season A cyclonic circulation over
criticised the state government  from the country to slow down. north Madhya Maharashtra and
over the hardships faced by { The India Meteorological its neighbourhood extends up to
Mumbaikars during Wednes- Department (IMD) has warned the middle tropospheric level, A
day’s downpour. He said issues | of isolated extr heavyrain-  trough runs from this circula-
there were issues such as water- | fall over Konkan, Goa, Madhya tion to north Bangladesh, also
. logging, a stampede-like situa- Maharashtra, Gujarat, Sub-Him- extending to the middle tropo-
tion at Ghatkopar Metro station, | alayan West Bengal and Sikkim spheric level.
and the alleged 26,000 crore | until Friday. Enhanced rainfall Since June 1, there has been
-road construction scam. activity with isolated heavyrain = 5% excess rainfall overall, with
Thackeray also raised con- is likely over the Western Hima- 4% excess over northwest India,
cerns about the lack of leader- layan region, central, east and  16% excess over central India,
ship at the municipal corpora- | northeast India during the next  16% €xcess over the southern
tion level, pointing out the two to three days. ; peninsula, and a 17% deficiency
:absence of elections and offi- “The monsoon is Very active  over eastand northeast India.
cials to head municipal wards. | now due to a cyclonic circula- During the week of September
“For over two and a half years, | tion,” said M Mohapatra, 26 to October 2, overall, rainfall
there are no assistant commis- director general of IMD. “It’s a . is likely to be normal to above
sioners at 15 of 24 wards. There very large-scale system stretch- ‘normal over entire except South
are no corporators for the city. | ing from east to west over cen- Peninsular India, IMD said in its

for over three years, leaving
people in the lurch,” he said,
iy I
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tral India. There is already very
heavy to extremely heavy rain-

extended range forecast on
Thursday.



Severe storms and torren-

tial rainfall have claimed -

.the lives of at least four
persons in Mumbai and its
neighbouring areas. The
intense weather has led to
the closure of schools and
caused major disruptions

| in train services,

While three died of
lightning in Thane district,
a 45-year-old woman se-
curity guard drowned in
an open drain in the MIDC
area of Andheri, Mumbai,
on Wednesday. While re-
turning from office, the
victim, Vimla Gaikwad, a
resident of Powai’s Milind
Nagar, fell into an open
stormwater drain around
920pm.

The fire brigade fished
* her out around 11.30 p.m.
~ from Veravali Reservoir
outlet, a few metres away
. from the spot, and rushed
her to a nearby hospital,
where doctors declared

/. her brought dead, said Bri-

hanmumbai Municipal
- Corporation (BMC) offi-

cials. Following her acci-
dental death, BMC Com-
missioner Bhushan
Gagrani on Thursday con-
stituted a three-member
committee and asked for a

report within three days.

Probe launched
The Mumbai police have

also registered an acciden- |

tal death report (ADR) and
launched a probe.
Eknath

Calling the

Commuters walk through a waterlogged road m,?&jsmé rain
in Mumbai. Four persons lost thier lives due to the deluge. ani

Shinde-led N.Saa&\:n go-
vernment “inefficient”,

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Aaditya Thackeray ac-
cused the current dispen-
sation of failing to provide
relief mechanisms for citi-
zens during Wednesday’s
storms and heavy rains.
“We, as the undivided Shiv

‘Sena, were always present
‘when needed. But 'yester-
day, no one from the Sena-

BJP alliance was on 5@,

wini Vaishnaw,

ground in Mumbai, Pune,
or Thane to assist people.
Even civic body“officials

were nowhere to be seen,”

he said.

The former " Minister

said the Western Express
Highway in the State capi-
tal, a key route in the west-
ern suburbs, was sub-
merged on Wednesday.
“Such flooding on this
highway had only been re-

_ ported after the massive

July 26 rains in 2005,” he
said.

Despite the city having
400 pumps and five
pumping stations, they
were ineffective in manag-
ing the situation, Mr.
Thackeray claimed while
emphasising the need for
immediate civic body elec-
tions. L
He pointed out that civ-
ic bodies are currently run

by administrators report-

ing to the Urban Develop-

ment Department, which

falls under the Chief Minis-
ter. He also took aim at Un-
ion Railway Minister Ash-
him for train delays and
overcrowding caused by

blaming

trains.

Congress MP Varsha
Gaikwad echoed Mr.
Thackeray’s sentiments,
raising several concerns

around the BMC’s mon-

soon preparedness. “Why
did Vimla Gaikwad have to
lose her life? Despite
spending crores on drain
cleaning and monsoon
preparedness, why is
Mumbai submerged every
time it rains? And worse,
why has an innocent life
been lost due to sheer ne-
gligence?” she said.

Precautions taken
The India Meteorological
Department issued an

~ orange alert for Mumbai

and a red alert for Palghar
district on Thursday. The
BMC also declared Thurs-
day an official holiday for
all schools and colleges
due to heavy rainfall. Ho-

‘wever, some private fore-
_casters issued a red alert
 for Mumbai and Thane.

Meanwhile, 18 NDRF
teams and six SDRF teams
have been deployed across
Maharashtra to combat

any contingencies.



