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Kulla: As monsoon ad.

‘vanced to Himachal Pra-

desh on Friday, heavy rains

triggered flash floods in So- -

lanand landslides and rock-
slides in Shimla damaging
at least eight parked vehi.
- cles. No loss of life was re-
ported. Delayed by fivedays,
‘southwest monsoon had hit

several parts of the hill

state on Thursday.

For Saturday an& Sun-v

day, the meteorological de-
partment has i
ange warning” of ,
heavy rain, thunderstorms
and lightning in Chamba,
Kangra, Kullu, Mandi,
Shimla, Sirmaur and Solan
districts. The weather de-

partment has also issued a-

“yellow warning” of heavy
rain, thunderstorms and

 lightning at isolated places

onMonday and Tuesday, and
~ bredicted a wet spell in Hi-
-machal till next Thursday.

CM Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu said on Friday that

 his govt was fully prepared

W

issued “or-

 People trying to extract vehicles buried under a debris in Shimla

todeal withany potential di-
* saster-related = challenges
during the season. He said
all departments have been
instructed to remain vigi-

lant and responsive to any -

potential emergency. The
‘Disaster Management Au-
thority wasworking in coor-
dination with various de-
partments to ensure imple-
mentation of all preventive
measures, headded.

. The CM said adequate

- manpower and machinery

after a landslide triggered by heavy rainfall on Friday

‘havebeendeployed at identi- 5
fied vulnerable locations, :
Regular mock drills are be- -
ing conducted and training
related to disaster manage- '

ment is being provided to

field staff and other offi. |
cials. Apart from this, regu-

lar meetingson disaster pre-

paredness have been con-
ducted with all the district ;
administrations, he said, :
urgingpeopletoremaincau-
tious and not venture near

riversand rivulets,

oon hits HP
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
ARIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 28

The Delhi Government con-

vened an emergency meet-
ing on Friday in response to
heavy rainfall that severely
affected the Capital.

Chaired by Ministers Atishi,
Saurabh Bharadwaj, Gopal
Rai, and Imran Hussain, the
meeting at the Delhi Secre-
tariatincluded senior officials
from key departments such
as the Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD), Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD), New
Delhi Municipal Corporation

. (NDMO), and the Delhi Jal
~ Board (DJB).

The AAPled government
promptly established a 24-
hour joint control room and
urged residents to report
waterlogging issues via des-

-~ ignated helpline numbers,
- PWD Minister Atishi high-
- lighted that Delht experi-

with the Safdarjung Meteoro-

logical ‘Observatory record-

' ing 228 mm of rainfall in the

- last 24 hours. She noted that

this amount represents 25

- per cent of Delhi’s total mon-
soon rainfall of 800 mm.

She outlined several imme-

diate actions, - including

{&tablisbment of a joint

nn

The Safdarjung Observatory recorde.

hours ending at 8.30 am on Friday, more than three times the

June rainfall average of 74.1 mm.

25 PER CENT OF ENTIRE MONSOON RAI

b3t it nibsnn rain,  @@Delhi receives 800 mm of rain duringthe entire
monsoon. Butin the last 24 hours, about 25 percent

- ofthe entire monsoon rain has occurred. Duetosuch ¥
unexpected rain, there has been 3 problem of
Waterlogging at many places. 99 — atsti mownser \

- emergency control room to

monitor and respond to
waterlogging round the
clock; inspection and readi-

ness assessment of all perma-
nent and mobile water
bumps to ensure effective

xdrainage; deployment ~of

00m to monitor

m of rainfall in 24

NIN 24 HRS’

i, govt sets up
Waterloggi

. after heavy rain. Mukesy AGGARWAL

to facilitate quick cleaning of
drains in case of blockages
due to silt accumulation.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 -

quick response teams to
address waterlogging issues
on the ground; installation of
recyclers in every DJB zone

PR G



Vehicles are crushed

§

Govtorders probe

SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHURY
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 28

A day after a portion of the new
terminal building of Jabalpur
airport in Madhya Pradesh
caved in, a cab driver died and
Six persons were injured after a
portion of a canopy at Indira
Gandhi International Airport’s
Terminal-1 collapsed on Friday
as Delhi witnessed a heavy

.. spell of rain, the highest in a -

F single day of June in 88 years.
 Operations were suspended
at the Terminal-1, which has
only domestic flights by Indi-
Go and SpiceJet. More than
100 flights that were to be
operated from T1 were can-
celled by both these carriers,
Further, all SpiceJet opera-
tions at T1 were shifted to T3,
L CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

after a portion of the roof at the Delhi airpon;s Terminal-1 colla

psed amid heavy rainfall on Friday. pri

[Roof collapses at Delhi airport
after heavy rain; 1 dead, 6 hurt

| NDA, Oppn trade charges| All aimorts to be inspected

Avefice moves trough aveterogged oad nNew Del,
pital downpour beats 88-yr record
NEw pELHI: The monsoon arrived in Delhi on Friday; bnngmg
the capital toits knees. Besides the killing of one person in the
Delhi airport’s Terminal-1 roof collapse, three more lives were
lost in rain-related incidents. The city recorded 228.1 mm of

B

ple of buildings

rainfall in the 24 hours ending at 8.30 am on Friday, the high-
ftfoerem%ym—smm 1936.BACKPAGE

Deluge in Shimla,
vehicles buried,
muck enters houses

- SHIMLA: The first rainfall of the

monsoon season has set alarm
bells ringing in Shimla. Follow-
ing heavy rain for over three
hours on Thursday night,
muckanddebrjsen'reredacom

In Malyana, three vehicles
The villagers had to dig out
the vehicles from underneath
the debris on Friday. The
state capital and its surround-
ing areas received heavy rain;
Shimla received 84.3 mm of
rain. In Mehli, rainwater and
muck entered houses. INSIDE
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3 Labourers|

ad After

Falling Into Pit At Building Site

Hole Was Dug Up To Burld Basement At Vasant Vihar Structure .

@timesgroup com

New Delhi: Atleast three labo-
urers are feared dead after fal-
ling intoapitatan under-const-

_ruction building in B block of
Vasant Vihar on Friday.

Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
received a call at 5.37am abo-
ut the incident in southwest
Delhiandsentsixfiretenders
with 40 firefighters to the
spot. Even after 10 hours, the
rescue operation is still on, a
DFS official said. “We were
informed that three labou-
rers, aged around 35-40 years,
were trapped in mud slush in-
side the under-construction
buildlng,” headded.

Police, which have alrea-
dy launchedanmvestlgatmn
‘said the incident occurred
during the construction of a
basement, where a large hole
had been dug.
erecting a wall to support the
- structure. However, heavy ra-

“They were

CRUEL END: The hbnmersmd cﬂnskucte&a temporary shelter
near the hole and fell into it as the unfinished wall gave in

in filled the hole with water,
leading to the collapse of the
unfinished wall:and forma-
tionof muﬂslush ” explained
anofficer =~

The Iabourers had const-
ructed a temporary shelter
neartheholeandfellintoitas
the unfinished wall gave in.

DFS officials assessed that
the water level in the pit had
reached 12 feet due to the hea-
vy rain. Within seven-eight
hours, they managed topump
outmost of the water, leaving

. only 1.5feet of residual water

inthehole.
The maip challenge the
o a ‘

— ——

rescuersnow face istheremo-
val of collapsed construction
materials and debris that fell
into the pit on top of the labo-
urers. “Additionally, the area
is wet, and as we pull the wa-
ter out, some of it is flowing
back. Atnight, we cannot con-
tinue the rescue work proper-

_ly and may have to halt it,” a

DFS official said. A few trees
have also fallen into the hole,
hindering the operation.

“ Fire service officials con-. -

firmed that the rescue opera-
tion was still on and efforts
were focused on draining the .
pit as much as possible. Di-
versand members of the boat
club are actively participa-
ting in therescue efforts.

A team from Municipal
Corporation of Delhihasbeen
deployed, which is also pum-
ping out water using the civic
body’s own pumps. A team of
National Disaster Response
Force is at the spot and remo-
ving thetrees from the pit.
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Infamous flc

oded underpasses make

‘acomeback; man drowns in Azadpur

Karn Pratap Singh
i and Snehil Sinha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For two years, the
Capital’s Minto Bridge under-
pass remained mostly dry and
gave the list of “waterlogging hot
| spots” a miss. However, follow-

ing in the city, the underpass was
| flooded again. Apart from this,
the Pragati Maidan and Mathura
Road tunnels, Tilak Bridge rail-
way underpass near ITO, Azad
Market, Zakhira, Azadpur and
Chatta Rail (behind Red Fort)
underpasses in north Delhi were
also inundated, with several
vehicles being submerged.

Man drowns at Azadpur
underpass
An 25-year-old unidentified man
drowned in the waterlogged
Azadpur underpass in north-
west Delhi on Friday, police said.
“The man entered the flooded
underpass but did not know how
to swim,” said deputy commis-
sioner of police (northwest) Jit-
endra Kumar Meena. “Some
* people saw the man drowning
and tried to save him, but failed.
The identity of the dead man is
being ascertained,” he added.

Truck, car stuck at Minto
Road underpass

At the Minto Road underpass, a
truck and a car were stuck in the
low-lying waterlogged area as
the drivers tried to go past with-
out realising the depth. The
truck driver and another person

A bus stuck in the Azad Market underpass near Rani Jhansi Flyover in north Delhi on Friday. ANI

present inside saved their lives
by climbing onto the roof of the
vehicle. The car driver was also
rescued, police said.

Both carriageways of the
Minto Road connecting Con-
naught Place with Kamla Market
and Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(DDU) Marg, via the railway
underpass, were barricaded and
closed for traffic soon. Since the
traffic had to be diverted, the
alternative routes witnessed
massive traffic snarls.

“Two pump houses were sub-
merged and water level was ris-

ing due to backflow from the
adjacent sewer line. Three
pumps were used to drain
water,” said a PWD official on
condition of anonymity.

Bus submerges at Azad
Market underpass
At the Azad Market underpass,
atleast 17 passengers, including
two women, a child, and an ail-
ing elderly man, were trapped
inside a private bus.

Batti Lal Meena, station offi-
cer of Moti Nagar fire station,
who led the rescue operation

said, “We reached there with two
fire tenders and arranged life-
saving jackets and tubes... we
swam to the bus and rescued all
of them one after the other.”

Pragati Maidan and
Mathura Road tunnels
According to the traffic police,
the Pragati Maidan tunnel was
closed by placing barricades
soon after rainwater started fill-
ing the 1.3-km tunnel due to

incessant rain. “The entire Bhai-

ron Marg stretch was flooded,”
said a PWD official.
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after receivfng 153 mm of
‘rainfall on July 89, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal

hadsaidthecity’sdramage ;

system was not designed to
handle the “unprecedent-
‘edlevel” of rain.

- Avyear later, the govern-
ment seems to have been
caught off guard again
when Delhi received 228
- mm of rainfall — the most
 since 1936 —in a span of 24

; hours over Thursday and‘

lnm wmm Awoman wades through awaterlogged road at

Jangpura on Fnday SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

' '2021, a techmcal a@ert
cormmttee told the Delhi

cial told The Hindu on Fﬂ-

day that it had issued ten-

ders for the three basins to
private companies. The
companies were given six
months to submit the pro-
posals, bm haven’t yet
done so. :

Updatmg the current
system is difficult due to
growing - concretisation
and the lack of green spac-

es, a former PWD Engi-
‘neer-in-Chief said. “Also,
the drainage system has

ty faces is that stormwater -

said. This allows everyday

it” hesaid.
‘Another problem the ci-

drams, ‘which are meant to
sustam the Capital in emer-

sewage to ﬂow mto the sys- :

bmld mﬁastructure to con-
serve rainwater, and then
divert the water to lakes,
open forests and parks to
recharge groundwater. The
drainage system should
then drain out excess wa-
ter that cannot be con-
served, he added.

) &
el






People try to remove debris from their buried vehicl

es after heavy rain at Malyana in Shimia on Friday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: LALIT KUMAR

Debns damages buildings, vehicles
in Shlmla as mMonsoon arrives

SuBHASH RAJTA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE :

SHIMLA, JUNE 28

The first rainfall of the mon-
soon season has set alarm
bells ringing in Shimla. Fol-
lowing heavy rain for over
three hours last night, muck
and debris entered a couple
of buildings and washed
away a retaining wall in the
lower Mehli locality of the
city. In Malyana, the other
peripheral area of the city,
three vehicles were buried
under the debris. The vil-
lagers had to dig out the
vehicles from underneath
the debris this morning.

" The state capital and its
surrounding areas received
heavy rains;  Shimla
received 84.3 mm of rain.

In Mehli,. rainwater and
muck entered houses due
to the clogged drain along
the road. The rainwater
rushed onto the road and
then, about half a kilometre
down the road, the sludge

flowed down the slopes into

the houses, about 500 m

from the road.

“At midnight, we found the
balcony of our house covered
with sludge and debris. The
lower floor was filled com-
pletely with muck. We were
scared for our lives,” said
Pushpa Thakur, who has a
flat in the building. ‘And
now look at the debris, where
are we going to dump it?”
she said, pointing towards a
massive heap of rubble.

Kuldeep . Singh, whose .

building was also hit by
sludge,
entered their buildings
about 10 days ago as well fol-
lowing rainfall in Shimla.
“We filed a complaint with
the Municipal Corporation
and the Public Works
Department (PWD) about

said debris had

the problem, bm;am one paid

heed. The agencies: kept

* shifting the onus to each oth-

er,” he lamented. “It’s only
when we blocked the road
for traffic this morning that
administration officials
came here,” he added.

Malyana residents said
that the Public Works
Department had dumped
debris along the road and
the entire muck came down
following heavy rain last
night, burying three vehi-
cles. “The debris came down
at night. Besides damaging
vehicles, our natural source
of water was also destroyed.
The PWD has dumped their
debris on the hill slopes,”
said Kuldeep Thakur, a resi-
dent of Malyana.

;
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