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\hesevere flood Assamis
, currently facing seems
to have become an ad-
vantage for cattle sm
using the unfenced stretch of
thelndia-Bangladeshborders
topumpin cattle heads tothe
neighbouring country ahead
of Eid celebrations.
| This came 10 light after
\ BSF pen_sonnel seized over
" 200 cattle while being smug"
gled to Bangladesh on boats
in Dhubri, South Salmara in

nfloods fuel cattle

WmAssammdcaochbe’ha;
inneighbouringﬂorthmal
on Ju1y24ea,nd25.

A total of 110 cattle was
seized during an operation
by BSF on July 25, when
smugglerswere using the wa-
terways of the Brahmaputra
river in Dhubri, which

C er lev-
hive Tnundated large areas
and it was difficult to patrol
the unfenced Tiver border,
smugglers are trying to
advantage of the situation.
The smugglers are well ac-

L

quainted with the area and
are good in using the water-
ways. Butweare alsotryingto
make sure thatthey can'ttake
advantageofthe situationand
smuggle cattle heads, drugs
or any other items,” a source
in BSF’s Guwahati frontier,
which looks after the Dhubri
and Coochbehar border told
DHonMonday.

«Cattle smuggling goes Up
ahead of Eid every year,” he
further said.

Another 107 cattle were
also seized during operations
inthe 3 districts on July 24.
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A farmer uproots cotton crop that was damaged due to rain in Abohar. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Rain damages cotton
on 10K acresin Abohar

Agri Dept survey: Crop loss 15-17% in 60 villages

Raj Saposu

ABOHAR, JULY 28

Due to the recent down-
pour, cotton and other crops
spread over 10,000 acres in
Abohar, Khuyiansarwer and
Fazilka development blocks
have been damaged.

As per a preliminary sur-
vey conducted by teams of
the Agriculture Depart-
ment, the loss to crops,
mainly cotton and maize,
ranges from 15 to 17 per
cent in about 10,000 acres
across 60 villages. The final
report is yet to be compiled.

The exact loss will be calcu-
lated when the Revenue
Department carries out a
special ‘girdawari’ to
ensure compensation by
the government.

Some farmers, who failed
in getting the stagnant
water . out, ploughed the
fields today. In Dharang-
wala village near here, Pala
Ram was the first to drive a
tractor on cotton crop sown
over five acres. Inderjit
Singh ploughed 10 acres
while Ram Chander did it
on five acres of ‘narma’
cotton plants. Another

farmer, Madan Lal Kirodi-
wal, said four acres of
crop had been destroyed
due to rain.

While Punjab is expecting
a 25 per cent increase in last
year’s 4-lakh hectare area
under cotton crop, the
ground reality seems to be
different.

" The farmers said due to
poor productivity, they had
to bear financial losses run-
ning into lakhs of rupees.
They said if the govern-
ment gave them due com-
pensation on time, they
could sow their crop again,
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tionin Assamimproved margin-

allym'ruesdavwithrairfa!lea&

ing even as it threatened to

worsen in Bihar with many riv-

ers continuing to flow about the

dangerlevel.
Rihar’s Darbbanga has been °

ravaged by Khiro and Bagmati :

ﬂversfurmepastweekmthe }

wake of rains in the foothills of

the Himalayas in Nepal and a

swol],enAdhwarasetaneWhigh-

estfloodlevel (HFL) of48.5metre

after 35 years. ¥ regionmay deterioratefurtheras
The water resources depart- the meteorological department

ment (WRD)hasalsrted.the offi- hasforecast moderate to heavy

cials of Kishanganj, Purnia and rainsinNepaland the catchment

Katihar district: after the river areasof differentrivers

Mahananda witnessed an According to a bulletin by

up!aurgenfalmm'ittmmetresat State Disaster Manage-

TaiyabpurijshanmonTuea- ment Authority (ASDMA), the

day forenoon. “The spurt in number of districts affected by

water level of Mahananda was droppedﬁ-ommtwoweeks

attributed to heavy rains in agoto2l. There has also beena
Burhi Gandak has already state; the number, which had.

flooded parts of Muzaffarpur, risen to 40 lakh ten days ago, is

 Khagaria and Samastipur and _ down to nearly 20 lakh people

Kosi is also flowing above the now. :

mnoﬁsimaﬁmmﬂorﬂimhar . byﬁondsmtakm“hethermzaﬁ

i

Nood situation remains grim

reliefcamps in 16 of the affected
districts. Nearly 11akh hectare
crop area continues to be inun-
dated, said the ASDMA bulletin.
«Rainfall haseased inthepast
few days and flood waters are
drying in most places....” said
Pankaj Chakraborty, Nfrte
pmjectcoordinator.ASD 1A.

COUPLE MOWED DOWN

Acouple, sfayingatamakeshjﬂ
shelterona roadside along Dar-
bhanga- Jayinagar National
Highway-527 Bat Koyla Asthan
viﬂaaenmderaﬂmr?sxwﬁhlock
due to floods, was crushed to

'-dsathmsleepbgagpwdinspix&k

upvanon Tuesday morning.
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Monsoon preparedness to decide PWD re¢ report card

Executive engineers asked to maintain log book related to resolution of problems

JATIN ANAND

NEW bsu;(m f : H
The annual report card of
Public Works Department
(PWD) Qﬁma]s this year will

rely heavily on how effective-

ly they address waterlogging
complaints under their juris-
diction during monsoon,

said government sources.
Al executive engn
> maiptaina log book relat-
‘ed to the resolution of water-

logging complaints, along.

with the image or video-
based proof of their redres-
sal, based on which entries
will be made in their respec-

tive Annual Performance Ap- -

praisal Report (APAR), said
government sources.

A decision to this effect:

was issued following a meet-
ing chaired by Chief Secre-
tary Vijay Dev in regard to

Heavy rain lﬁealy today
NEW DELKI :

Moderate to heavy rain

has been forecast for the
Capital on Wednesday and is
likely to bring down *
témperatn.me The X

said rainis ikely to occur

towards late evening or night
and issued an- y-npact»-based

flow due to. major roads being
flooded or

- waterlogging in low- tyihg

areas, streets and roads; and
disruption to municipal
services (water, electricity,
etc.) is expected,” it said.

the PWD’s monsoon prepa-
redness on July 20, the
sources added. {

“In addition to coordma,t
ing with multiple agencies
on the ground in regard to

waterlogging'  complaints,
the engineers have been di-

_ rected to ensure the effective
- redressal of such complaints

~and non-performance wrll
lead to the fixing of ¥

ke
LI A

forecast. “Disruption of traffic -

b:lity for them and contrac-
tual -liabilities for pnvate

~ agencies engaged by th

PWD,” said an official.

" “The supervising officials
have been directed to main-
tain a proper log of identi-
fied points of stagnant water -
collection, steps taken for
the redressal of such issues,
the time taken to rectify the
problem and the proof in the
form of pictures or videos.
These logs will be forwarded
to the higher officers,” the of-
ficial also said.

According to the official,
both good and bad measures
taken by PWD officials in re-
gard to waterlogging com-

plaints will be part of their
-annual performance report,
and it will be elevated to the
department’s principal se-
cretary.

- The PWD has jurisdiction
over the largest length of
dra‘imm in the city at
2,064.08 km. This translates
into a total of 1,037 drains
under the jurisdiction of the
PWD divided in separate
zones of which the highest

‘number, 466, fall under the

North Zone followed by 314
under the East Zone and 257
under the South Zone.

“Both, the appreciation of
good work as well as lapses
will be recorded in the

- APARS; responsibrhtywﬂl be

fixed against the officials in
either case. The objective is

to ensure the most efficient

redressal of waterlogging
complaints,” the official said.



