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Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

atﬂbae centre of the issmis
the struggling drainage net-

work of the national

capital.
On Saturday, the Pusa
observatory of the India

Meteorological = Depart- .

ment (IMD), located close
to the Rau’s IAS Study Cir-
cle in Old Rajinder Nagar,
recorded only 26.5 mm of
rainfall from 2.30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. and 31.5 mm of
rainfall between 5.30 p m.
and 8.30p.m. -
' The total 58 mm of rain-
‘fall in a day is not extraor-
dinary during the mon-
soon season. One of the
main reasons for the water-
logging in the city is that
Delhi continues to operate

on a drainage master plan -

made in 1976, which is cap-

Police personnel stand guard near the coaching centre where three
aspirants died, in New Delhi.on Sunday. PTI

able of handling only 50
mm of rainfall.

The plan was made
when the city’s population
was around 60 lakh and
since then, it has increased
about fourfold.

Also, over the years, the
concrete area too has in-
creased. So, if earlier, a par-
ticular amount of rainfall

- generated 50% of run-off

water and the rest was ab-
sorbed by the earth, now
the run-off water will be

more than 50%.

‘Not upgraded
- As the drainage system has

not been upgraded, it is un-
able to handle the excess
water.

Last year, after the city
received 153 mm of rainfall
on July 9 and 10, Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal had
said the city drainage sys-
tem was “not designed to
handle the unprecedented
level of rain”.




Recognising the risk the youths had taken desp:te Mamst death

threats, Gadchiroli cops arranged boats for them

Soumitra.Bose
@trmesoﬁndla.com

Nagpur' An SOS message re-

ached the police headquar-
tersin Maharashtra’s Gadchi-
roli Saturday from 20 candi-
dates, including women, who
were left stranded by flooded
rivers in Bhamragarh taluka
near the Maoist stronghold of
- Abujmarh alongthe Chhattis-
garh border. They were 150km

from Gadchiroli town, where

they were to appear for a po-
lice recruitment wrltten ex-
am Sunday:

Recognising the risk the
youths had taken to appear for
the exam despite Maoist death

threats and floods, senior po- -

lice officers took action to en-
- sure their safe arrival. Boats

were dispatched to ferry the

candidates to Etapalli, where
- they were provided food and
lodging for the night. The fol-
lowing morning, they were
transported to Gadchiroli in
- timefortheir exam.

Their journey was particu-
larly cha]lenging as around 40
key roads in Gadchiroli were
closed due to  submerged
bridges caused by overflowing
rivers and nullahs. Parlakota
river had isolated Bhamragarh
from the rest of the district,

compounded by in¢essantrain.

In Madoist-affected Gad-
chiroli, esgéclally in ‘areas
near Abujmarh, aspiring to
join the police force can be
life-threatening.

Police made extraordin-
ary effortstoassistthecandi-

_dates who had already passed

the physical test. They had
travelled from remote villag-
es — earlier known as Maoist
strongholds such as Kuka-
metta, Hinbhatti, Zareguda
Laheri, and Pengunda. They
crossed flooded rivers and
forded streams.

Gadchiroli SP Nee]otpal-in—

_tervened personally; mobilis-

ingdistrictadministration and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) resources for the res-
cue. “We activated Bhamra-
garh police units in addition to
thedistrictadministration’sdi-
saster management teams and
SDRE. Rescue boats, equipped
withlifejackets, werearranged
to help the candidates cross the
flooded rivers,” hesaid. .

. The SP also ensured that
three candidates from Kumbhi
village also reached the exam
centre after receiving assist-
ance to crosstheflooded Kumb-
hi nullah. The efforts resulted
in a 99% attendance for the
recruitmentdrive.
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Light to moderate rain
occurred at many places
and heavy rain at isolated
places over the state during

_last 24 hours. Joginderna- »
gar received the highest
rainfall (90mm), followed by
Dhaulakuan .(70m), Naina |
Devi (60mm), ‘ Palampur 4
(60mm), Sarahan (40mm).

. As per the forecast issue
by the weather depart-
ment, the precipitation is
likely to continue over the
next six days in the staﬁe
till August 3. : ,

On August g, and 2. the
intensity of the precipita-
tion is likely to increase fur- -
ther. Accordingly, the
department has issued
orange alert for these two
days fer heavy to very heavy

Tain at isolated places.

- Due to the latest spell of
precipitation, a car was
buried in a landslide at Pan- e
thaghati in Shimla last change in minimum and were above normal, :
night. The car was parked maximum  temperatures Overall, the state has so far
on the roadside when the during the last 24 hours. - sustained damage of around
_incident happened. Average minimum and Rs 411 crore in the mon-

There has been no large maximum  temperatures seonsseason The maximum

around Rs 139 crore.

i ¥



Mlmst'er”i -~~>f:ues dll'eCUVES to avert
‘waterloggingrepeat in Gurugram

~ Sheermockery: Loca slam Iack of preventrve efforts

Tmnm\m NEws SBIMCB

GURUGRAM, JULY 28 ;-

- Haryana Forest
~and Sohna MLA |

-Singh on Saturday directed

officials of the Gurugram
Metropohtan Development

AAuthonty (GMDA) and

‘Municipal Corporation to

conduct a joint inspection

and identify reasons that led
to heavy waterlogging in
residential areas of Sectors

roads were repalred in the
Sushant Lok 2 and 3 area.
“The officials of the civic
agencies were asked to
inspect areas where waterlog-
ging was taking place and
take remedial measures. They
were asked to take steps to
&veﬁm’nerfmmresxdentlal

,‘

lated roads - stmm i Gurugram*recently
went viral on social media. i pHoTO

areas to natural creeks and
stormwater drains. Steps such
as cleaning the sewage drains
and stormwater network
should be taken up on priority,
particularly in Sushant Lok 2

> and 3 on priority;” said a state-

ment issued by the minister.

However, the minister's -

 residents, who dismissed it as

sheer mockery. Pawan Yadav,

‘president “of - Sushant Lok

Phase 3 residents welfare asso-
ciation, attributed the persist-
ent menace of waterlogging to
the authorities’ negligence.
The civic agencies should

have cleaned drains in time,
but they failed to do so. -
“Rather than pulling them
up the government and giving
them ways to wnggle out of

‘gettmg accumulated up to

three-four feet on the roads of
Sushant Lok. Besides, the
wateralsoenteredﬂw.egmmd
floor of several houses and
basements, causing extensive
damagetohauseholdlfems

-



