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Several Bihar districts
face flood threat after

discharge of water

Press t of India
PATNA

The Bihar government
has sounded an alert for
floods in several dis-
tricts along swollen riv-
ers such as Kosi, Gan-
dak and Ganga in
northern and central
parts of the State follow-
ing the release of water
from Valmikinagar and
Birpur barrages on Sa-
turday, a senior official
said. The development
may aggravate the con-

dition of over 13.5 lakh -

people in 12 districts,
who were already af-
fected by inundation
following heavy rain.

A total of 5.31lakh cu-

secs of water was re-
leased from Birpur bar-
rage on Kosi river till 2

p.m. — the highest in 56

years, said Santosh Ku-

mar Mall, Principal Se-

cretary of the State Wa-

ter Resources

Department. Following

the heavy discharge of
water from these two

barrages, the excess riv--
er water entered low-ly-

ing areas of West and

East Champaran dis-

tricts, he said.

He added that all sa-
fety measures are being
ensured - for securing
the embankments.

An alert has already
been sounded for sever-
al districts of Bihar, in-
cluding Sitamarhi, She-
ohar and Muzaffarpur,
as the IMD predicted
heavy rain and warned
of flash flood in parts of
the State.
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“Flood alert in Bihar after release of
- record 9L cusec water from barrages

IMD predicts heavy rain | 13 dists already experiencing flood-like situation

PATNA, SEPTEMBER 28

The Bihar Government has
-sounded an alert for floods
along swollen rivers such as
Kosi, Gandak and Ganga in
northern and central parts of
the state following the release
of water from Valmikinagar

and Birpur barrages on Sat- :

urday, a senior official said.

The development may'

aggravate the condition of
over 16.28 lakh people in 13
districts, who were already
affected by inundation fol-
lowing heavy rain.

A total of 5.79 lakh cusecs of
water was released from Bir-
pur Barrage on Kosi River till
2 pm, the highest in 56  years,
said Santosh Kumar Mall,
Principal Secretary of the state
Water Resources Department,

He said all safety meas-
ures are being ensured for
securing the embankments.
The last time the maximum

' water which was discharged
from this barrage was 7.88
lakh cusecs of water in 1968.
Similarly, 4.49 lakh cusecs of

Water enters a government hospital after heavy rains, in Gopalganj on Saturday. pri

water was released from
Valmikinagar Barrage till 2
pm. This is the highest

water discharged from this -

barrage after 6.39 lakh
cusecs released in 2003.
“The water level of several
rivers — Gandak, Kosi, Bag-
mati, Burhi Gandak, Kamla

Balan and Mahananda and

“the Ganga — has been rising

across the state, following con-
tinuous rainfall over the past
two-three days. “Incessant
rainfall in the catchment areas
of Nepal has also led to rivers
touching or flowing above the

.danger level at several places

in the bordering districts,” the
senior official said.

Following the heavy dis-
charge of water from these
two barrages, the excess river
water entered low-lying areas

- of West and East Champaran

distriets; officials said. An alert
has already been sounded for
several districts of Bihar as
the IMD predicted heavy rain
and warned of flash flood risk

in parts of the state. Districts
such as West and East Cham-

* paran, Sitamarhi, Sheohar,

Muzaffarpur, ~ Gopalganyj,
Siwan, Saran, Vaishali, Patna, -
Jehanabad, Madhubani and
Bhojpur districts are likely to
experience heavy rain, an
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) bulletin issued
on Friday said. “These dis-
tricts are at risk of lowto mod-
erate flash ﬂopds,” it said.
The state disaster manage-
ment department asked the
administration of the dis-
tricts to remain on alert and
take preventive measures in
the wake of the forecast. :
‘Around 12 districts situated
along the Ganga, including
Buxar, Bhojpur, Saran, Patna,
Samastipur, Begusarai,
Munger and Bhagalpur, are
already experiencing a flood-
like situation, and nearly 13.5
lakh people living in low-
lying areas have been affect-
ed by rising water levels of
rivers, following torrential
rainfall, officials said. — PTT



