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THE HINDU

City

Death toll in rain-linked incidents
rises to 11 in monsoon-hit Capital

Bodies of three labourers pulled out of rubble of wall that collapsed at under-construction site in city’s Vasant Vihar; four

persons, including two boys, found drowned as rescuers look for trapped people; case lodged over electrocution death

Samridhi Tewari
Satvika Mahajan

NEW DELHI

- he number of those
T who died in rain-re-
lated incidents in

the Capital rose to 11 on Sa-

turday, including three la- -

bourers whose bodies
were pulled out from the
debris of a wall that had
collapsed at a construction
site in Vasant Vihar. :

According to officials,
four deaths due to drown-
ing were also reported
from parts of the city.

The city had witnessed
an unprecedented rainfall
on Friday, the highest re-
~ corded in a span of 24
hours in June since 1936.

A Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) official said those
| who died in the Vasant Vi-
| har wall collapse were
| identified as Santosh Ku-
mar Yadav, 19, Santosh Ku-
mar, 20, and Dayaram, 45.

The official said cranes
were used to clear the de-
bris and water was
pumped out of a founda-

tion pit to recover the bo-

Rescuers removmg debns of a wall that collapsed at an under constructlon 5|te in Delhi’s Vasant \fhar
leading to the death of three labourers. ‘SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

dies. The bodies were ta-
ken to Safdarjung Hospital.

A search operation was
also conducted by teams of.
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Force, Delhi Disas-
ter Management Authority

-and civic agencies to en-

sure that no one else was
trapped under the rubble.

g o

Meanwhile, another of-

ficial said among those
who drowned was a 60-
year-old resident of Badar-
pur. He drowned in a pool
of water and the body was
recovered from under the
Okhla underpass.

.Two young boys were al-

so found drowned in a si-

milar way in Samaypur Ba-

dli near the Siraspur
underpass, the police said.
A senior police official said
the boys seemed to have
fallen into a pool of rainwa-
ter while taking a bath.
“We are checking all an-
gles, including the electro-
cution angle. However, on-

ly a post-mortem could
reveal the cause of the
deaths,” he said.

The fourth drowning in-
cident was reported from
Mahender Park near the
Shalimar Bagh underpass,

- where a man was found

dead.

Meanwhile, the police
registered a case against
unknown people under
IPC Section 304A (death

- caused by negligence) over

the death of a man who
was electrocuted in Rohi-

¢ ni’s Prem Nagar.

Rajesh, 39, a res:dent of
Shishmahal Enclave, was

shifted to a hospital, where
doctors declared him
dead. SR

A friend of the de-
ceased, Sandeep Kumar,

-said he had left for work at
a factory in Bawana and

since it was raining heavily,
the roads were inundated.
“There are many shops

-covered with tin sheds.

While walking in water, he
tried to balance himself
and held a pole connected
to a bulb, leading to his
death” he said.
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city rain

IMD Alert For
Heavy Showers
“Mon And Tues

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: The flooded un-
derpasses in the capital have
taken a heavy toll with four
lives being lost in them bet-
ween Friday and Saturday
following the torrential rain
which disrupted normal life.
This has brought the toll in
the city in the aftermath of

“FULL COVERAGE: P 2-6 .

oII r

n Sturday,the bodies of three labourers who fell into a pitata

building site in south Delhi’s Vasant Vihar on Friday were recovered.
The pit had been dug to construct the basement P2

theintensedownpourto11.

A 60-year-old security gii-
ard’sbody wasremoved from
anunderpass in Okhla in so-
uth Delhi while another bo-
dy of a young man, about 20

years old, was taken out of

the flooded Shalimar Bagh
underpass in north-west Del-
hionFriday Thelatter isstill
to be identified. Meanwhile,

.....................................................................................................

two boys, aged around 12,
drowned in another water-
logged underpass in Samay-
pur Badli, also in north-west
Delhi, on Saturday.

The reasons for the sense-
less deaths was in one case a
desperate attempt to cross to
the other side for work and in
the rest going for a swim or
bath. Ineither case, theautho-

rities must be blamed for be-
ing negligent in not barring
accesstotheunderpassesear-
ly enough and not draining
out the water fast enough.
Though some parts of the
city witnessed light rain on
Saturday, IMD has sounded
an orange alert for moderate
toheavyrain Sunday and hea-
vyrain Monday and Tuesday:.

inunderpasses,
, Ises to 11

At 6.23am on Friday, poli-
cereceived information abo-
ut a man having drowned in
thewaterat the Okhla under-
pass. “A passerby spotted
him in the water with a scoo-
ter found nearby,” said a se-
nior officer. A team from the
local police station rushed to
thescene and pulled the man
out. They found an Aadhaar
card in his pocket which
identified him as Digvijay
Kumar Chaudhary, a resi-
dent of Jaitpur Extension.

He worked as a security
guard at a private firm in
Okhla Phase 2 and was pro-
bably on his way to work
when the incident occurred.
The man was rushed to AI-
IMS Trauma Centre where
he was declared dead. Police
have initiated legal procee-
dings under Section 174 of
the CrPC. The underpass is
managed by DDA but a spo-
kesperson denied any know-
ledge of theincident.

b4 boys drown in city, P2
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