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Dips To ‘

Lashes City, Max
Year Low for Aug

. Drops By 5°C; Showers To Continue, But With Less Intensity

Kushagra.Dixit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: There was heavy
rainfall through the night on
Thursday, which caused a lot
of woes in the morning when
people found their localities
waterlogged and traffic trap-
ped in the consequent jams
for lengthy periods. The only
positive was the reduction of
the temperature by over 5
degrees Celsius in the past 24
hours. Delhi may still get so-
me rain, but experts said the
intensity will drop.

The weather department
measured the rainfall betwe-
en Wednesday and Thursday
morningat77.lmm. Therain-
fall on Thursday between
g8.30am and 5.30am was
11.8mm, bringing the net ra-
infall for Aug to 390.3mm, the
highest for the month in the
past14years.n2010, thecity’s

base weather station at Saf- .

darjung had logged 455.1mm
inthe month of August.
From the drizzle around
11.30pm on. Wednesday, the
precipitation intensified into
heavy rain between 2.30am
and 5.30am on Thursday. Saf-
darjung recorded 77.1mm of
rainfall overnight, ameasure
classified as ‘heavy’. A signi-
ficantportion of thisrainfall,
63mm, wasrecorded between
230am and 5.30am. Till
8.30am, Palam recorded
54.5mm, Lodhi Road 92.2mm,
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>Thufsday’s heavy

overnight

system in Gujarat 3
SAFDARJUNG READINGS
Till8.30am | 77.1 mm
8.30am-5.30pm | 11.8 mm

todupby Sept1or2

3

837.4mm |

rain was influenced by weather

Ridge 18.2mm, Ayanagar
62.4mm, Delhi University
North Campus 17mm, Narela
2mm, Pitampura 26.5mm and
Mayur Vihar, 30.5mm.

After  this, between
8.30am and 5.30pm, additio-
nal rainfall was recorded in
various parts of the city.
Safdarjung logged 11.8mm,
while Palam and Lodhi Road
logged 11.4mm and 13.5mm of
precipitation. The rainfall
measured 14.4mm in Ayana-
gar,8.7mminRidge,8.5mm in
Delhi  University South
Campus, Imm in Pusa, 3mm
in Pitampura and 8.5mm in
Mayur Vihar.

" Theheavy rainfalldisrup-
ted life, with many areas ex-
periencing waterlogging and
traffic congestion. Weather

HIGHEST AUG RAINFALL SINCE 2010

aximum

i/ temperature \
decreased by over/
‘% 5°C i 24 hourS, [ max temp
: settling at

‘analysts expect rain on

Thursday and IMD has
issued an orange alert for
moderate rain. This will be
followed by a brief break
with intense rain activity re-
suming from Septlor2.

The rain occurred due to
the influence of a deep de-
pression over the Saurashtra
and Kachchh region of Guja-
rat. “A trough extends from
the depression zone in west
Gujarat up to Haryana, im-
pactingeastRajasthan, Hary-
ana, Delhi and west Uttar
Pradesh,” explained Mahesh
Palawat, vice-chairman (me-
teorology and climate
change), Skymet. “Thursday
is likely to be a rainy day for
manyareasinthecity Thera-
in intensity will drop after

that but may increase again
by Septlor2whenthe trough
will move westward again.”

Meanwhile, the maxi-
mum temperature was 28.8
degrees Celsius, a drop of 5.2
degrees since Wednesday and
six below normal. It was also
the lowest maximum tempe-
rature in the month since
2020, when Safdarjung recor-
ded 27.7 degrees as the mini-
mum on Aug 20 that year.

The minimum temperatu-
re was at 23 degrees Celsius,
three below normal against
93.4degreesCelsiusaday ear-
lier The humidity oscillated
between 95% and 100%:. Ac-
cording to IMD, the maxi-
mum andminimum tempera-
tures on Friday are likely to
be35and 24 degrees Celsius.
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ets stuck

oded roads, -

commuters suffer

AkshatRajan
@timesofindia.com
New Delhi: There was hea-
vy traffic congestion at va-
rious locations in thecity af-
ter heavy rains early

“Among the major loca- i

darpur Road and the stretch
from};aﬁarpﬂtborder toFa-
ridabad on MathuraRoad. -
ted several alerts on X about
heavy traffic congestion on
Aurobindo Marg near the

Malviya Nagar red light, .

Ring Road under the Dhaula
Kuan flyover, Kalindi Kunj
traffic light, Rajokri flyover,
VandeMataramMarg,NHés,
the carriageway from Badar-
pur towards Mehrauli and
the carriageway from Badar-
purtowards Sangam Vihar
Like the cops cautioning
motorists to avoid certain
congested stretches, ‘people
too warned their fellow com-
muters. Ram Khatana posted

on X, “It took 2 hours for an -

ambulance to reach Delhi
from Gurgaon. If an ambu-
Jance is taking so much time,

what can be the condition of

othérvehiclesoommum on
theroad? On NH 48, theroads

are jam-packed and the traf-

ins till early
mommgwtﬁmd in water- othen

ﬁcisatastandstﬂlforhm;rs.”
Prasad, a commuter, told

TOIL, “There is 2 huge traffic

jamontheRajokri ver. For

the traffic hasn’t

mavedahdthereat‘emuaﬁc

A bus broke down in
frontof AswnMarmEmeB
Road between Khanpur and
Saket, making drivingafru-
strating experience on the
already waterlogged road.
The bus allowed only a nar-
row passage for vehicles,
causingalongjam.

~ Amidallthis,a traffic po-
lice officer said, "The traffic
inspectors arebeingregular-
ly informed about the cong-
ested stretches and person-
nel have been posted at the
various affected locations.”

The situation was worse-
ned also by the traffic signal
lights not functioning at in-
tersections such as Trilok-
puri vasundhara Enclave,
Janakpuri West and Rana
Pratap Marg. Cars stalled
there, leaving the people ex-
asperated and angry.



m:.shargm

New Delhi: Heavy rain in
Delhi leads to more than just
waterlogging on major ro-
ads. Residents of several are-
as in south Delhi, including
Greater Kailash IT and Saket,
complained about flooding
of ground floors and base-
ments due to overflowing or

backflowing of sewer lines :

‘on Thursday. They blamed it

onoldsewerlinesandlackof -

proper desilting of stormwa-
ter drainsahead of monsoon.

In Greater Kailash II, re-
sidents alleged that the dra-
ins in the back lanes, which
were connected to the sewer

lines, hadnot been declogged

ordesilted for years.

Sanjay Rana, aresidentof
GKIIRWA,said, “Theground
floor of my building gets floo-
ded whenever it rains in the
area. On Thursday, a similar
problem occurred at many
houses. Earlier, declogging
of sewer lines through ma-
chines was done regularly,
but we have not seen any de-
velopment for the past three
years. My neighbour had to

spend thousands of rupees

after the last rain to clear his
basement, which was flooded
as well as damaged.” In the
main market, sewer manho-
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Rain returns to haunt residents i m S Delhl

les also start overflowing
whenever itrains, he added
A DJB official, however,
denied any incident of sewa-
ge backflow and claimed that
all the sewer lines were clea-
nedfrequently Also, sewer li-
nes are not meant to handle
therainwater, heclarified.
People of J and D blocks

in Saket, too, faced a tough si-

tuatlon on Thursday.
Ram Mehta, a resident of

J Block, said that the back-

flow was witnessed in base-
ments of some houses after
the heavy rain on Thursday.
“I swung into action on time,
but residents of some neigh-
bouring houses which are
old constructions couldn’t
preventlossesduetoflooding

A DB official demed any mmdent of sewage backﬂow and c'aimed all sewer lmes were cleaned frequently

of the ground floor. Theissue
is that the sewer lines are
clogged and water backflows
into Kkitchens, washrooms,
basements, etc., soon after it
rains. Despite writing to
DJB, no relief is provid
heclaimed.

A DJB official said that

theissueof improperdraina-

gesystemfellunderthe Juris-

dzctmn of MCD. “Thereisnot
enough provision for rain-
waterdischargeandsome pe-
ople have also connected the-
ir terrace pipes, etc., into se-
wer lines that are not meant
for the purpose. We clean se-
wer manholes at regular in-
tervals,” theofficial added.

. An MCD official said, “We
have done desilting multiple
times in all residential areas
and the waterlogging was due
to the heavy rain. The accu-

~ mulated water drained out ea

sily after some time.”

- GL Verma, president of
Ekta Apartments RWA in Sa-
ket, said that the colony was
40 years old, and so were the
sewer lines, which had a
small diameter.

“The level of our DDA
flats has gone 3-4 ft deep com-
pared to Press Enclave and
PVR Road. Hence, our colony
gets flooded every time it ra-
ins and the situation was no
different on Thursday. Over-

. flowing sewage lines is a
commonsightintheareaand

our repeated complaints to
theauthorities concerned yi-
eldedlittlerelief,” he said.
“My apartment is on the
ground floor, and during the
last rain, we had to keep all

~ stuff on beds as water ente-

red our rooms and the com-

~ monarea,” herecalled.
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more favourable conditions to
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Kerala and Mahe, and heavy 0
very heavy rainfall over North
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattis-

garh, Vidarbha and Telangana in

' the next two to three days.

~More rain is expected over
NCB.ﬁ'omSeptemheﬂmmarda
“Rain will reduce over the next
rain will pick up again from Sep-
tember 1 when the monsoon
trough shifts again to its normal
position. It has shifted to the south
of its normal position now. We can
also expect isolated heavy tovery
tember 2and 3,” said Mahesh Pal-
awat, vice president, climate and

vmeworologyatSkymet Weather.




HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Heavy rainfall on
Thursday morning took Delhi by
surprise, waterlogging entire
localities, damaging trees and
causing vehicular breakdowns,
all of which paralysed roads and
led to long traffic backlogs dur-
ing the morning rush hour.

The Safdarjung weather sta-
tion, representative of Delhi,
clocked 77.1mm of rainfall till
8.30am, of which 63mm was
recorded between 2.30am and
5.30am, according to the India

‘Meteorological Department

(IMD).

IMD, which got its forecast
wrong -- it had only issued a “yel-
low alert” for Thursday --
blamed the combination of the
monsoon trough being close to
Delhi-NCR and moisture being
fed by active weather systems.
“We are seeing the impact of a
western disturbance, a cyclonic
circulation over Uttar Pradesh
and even a deep depression over
Saurashtra, all of which is lead-

“ing to moisture ingursion,” an
IMD official said.

The Municipal Corporation of :

Delhi (MCD) said there was
severe waterlogging in Rangpuri
Pahadi, Anguri Bagh Chandni
Chowk, Nanakpur in Hari Nagar,
Alipur, East Patel Nagar, Sector 4
in RK Puram and Tihar village,
among other places. There were
also 18 complaints of trees falling
from East of Kailash, Mansaro-
var Garden, Machine Street in
Vivek Vihar, Shankar Road,
Amethi Market, Saket, Shastri
Nagar, East Moti Bagh, Johripur
and Sultanpuri. !

A portion ofa bmldmg also
collapsed in Baba Faridpuri,
Anand Parbat, in the early hours,
but there was no casualty.

Dikshu Kukreja, an urban
town planner, said the waterlog-
ging crisis stems from outdated
infrastructure and poor plan-
ning. “There is a need to revamp
the drainage system and make it
an efficient one that is able to
handle intense spells of rain. We
also need to integrate green
infrastructure. Increasing con-
cretisation of the city needs to be
balanced with planning to allow

sudden sl pobins

(Clockmse from above) A waterlogged stretch on Rohtak Road, outside the School of Planning and Architecture in ITO, and National
Highway 24 near Pandav Nagar, on Thursday.

water percolation into the soil.
An integrated water manage-
ment authority needs to be
established and stormwater

* design and management has to

be through this single umﬁed
agency,” he said.

Rain-free weekend: IMD
IMD did not issue a colour-coded
alert for Friday, forecasting scat-
tered light spells of rainfall. The
Met does not except any rain on
Saturday or Sunday.

Mahesh Palawat, v1ce—pre51-
dent at IMD, said a deep depres-
sion over central India is pulling
away the monsoon trough again,
but it is expected to return to
Delhi-NCR by Monday, leading
to light or moderate rainfall.

“This may be the last intense
spell of August, but September is
expected to start on a similar
note,” he said.

On Thursday, the maximum
temperature was 28.8°C, the low-
est for August in four years,
since a maximum of 27.7°C on
August 20, 2020. The minimum

stemperature was 23°C, three

degrees below normal.
Delhi’s air quality also
improved to 60 (satisfactory).

SANCHIT KHANNA, VIPIN KUMAR AND RAJ K RAJ /HT PHOTOS

Ggm hit, e-way grldlocked

Leena Dhankhar
leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Continuous over-
night rainfall led to severe
waterlogging across Gurugram
on Thursday morning, leading
to major traffic disruptions
throughout the city.
Gurugram recorded rainfall

- of 50.1mm from through Thurs-

day, according to India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD) data.

Key stretches including the
Golf Course Extension Road,

Subhash Chowk and Udyo,
Vihar were particularly affect

bringing the peak hour traffic to
a near standstill, trafﬁc police '

officials said. -

Gurugram deputy commis-
sioner of police (traffic) Viren-
‘der Vij said that there was a

severe traffic jam near the Sir-
haul border in the morning due
to the closure of a diversion
near the IGI airport in Delhi.
“The traffic congestion had
reached till Gurugram due to
the closure of the diversion.

Besides, the rainfall in Delhi
was more than that recorded in
Gurugram which was also the
reason for a traffic jam there,
ultimately affecting vehicular
movement on NH 48 near the
border,” Vij said adding that a
minor traffic snarl was reported
near Narsinghpur too.

IMD officials said that there
is a forecast of heavy rainfall in
Gurugram and neighbouring
districts on September 2,
besides light to moderate rain-

falltill September4. . .
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wammg of low to moderate hocamalmme

‘ flashfloods at few water- ate‘ xamﬁall i themdentandmepoad =
sheds and neighbourhoods many places over thestate wasclearedforuaﬁ&

. of Chamba, Kangra, Shimla,

. Sirmaur and Solan districts

durmg the next 24 hours.

The department has also |
1ssue¢ a yellow warning of
heavy rainfall along with
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