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Bihar floods:

danger lev

SubhashPathak
letters@fuﬂustanﬁmmm

PATNA: Fuelled by furious rain in
Nepal, every major river in Bihar

with the consequent flooding
wreaking havoc across the state,
prompting the administration to
scramble to contain the
- Officials said 13 rivem&the
stateuppedpastthedmgermétk
oon Sunday, as waters from the~
Gosi, Kandak and Bagmati rivers
 flooded villages, towns and cities
in their vicinity, prompting offi-
cials to release record amounts of
More than two million people
across 43 gram panchayats and 15
districts have been hit by the
floods, said officials, adding that
five people have died so far. Sev-
eral houses and huts have also
Officials released 661,000

cusecs of water from the Birpur

barrage on Kosi River, the highest
|- dischargein 56 years. “This level is

spilled over its banks on Sunday; .  §

- &hohn" pillar at Lauriya in

WcstChammdbtrict.

unprewdenmd:'melastreeorded
mxﬁnumwasmmacmm

Similarly, 562,000 cusecs of
water was released from the Val-
mikinagar barrage on Gandak
river, the highest since 2003. -

Meanwhile, authorities also
reported breaches in the embank-
ments of the Bagmati and Gandak
rivets due to the excessive water
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3 rivers flow above
itish takes stock

Abreachin the Gandakin West
Champaran district led to flood-

~waters gushing into the neigh-

bouring Valmiki Tiger Reserve,
said officials.
Officials also warned that the
water level of the Ganga would
surge further over the next 24
hmns.“ltisceﬂamtoreachabove

neer with the water resources
department (WRD).

Chief minister Nitish Kumar
reviewed the flood situation on

SundayandsaidWRDengm’ eers

were trying their best to contain
the flood devastation. Rajya Sabha
member and former WRD minis-
ter Sanjay Kumar Jha said the gov-
mnmtwasmomtoﬁngthesim

Watermxmmhmtethay
Kumar said that teams
are monitoring embankments
constantly. “There is nothing to
panicabout; our teams are always
alert.andweareﬁﬂlypreparedfor
anyevenmality, he told PTL
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4 Rescuers fémO\)e ies from the flood-hit Tnbh

‘Nepal ﬂood tollmountsto 148;
101 injured, over 50 ) missing

KATHMANDU, SEPTEMBER 29
The death toll from rain- -trig-
gered ﬂoodmgs and land-
slides across Nepal climbed
to 148 on Sunday, according
to the police.

- Large swathes of eastern
- and central Nepal have been ;
: 1nundated since Friday, with

flash floods reported in parts
of the country. According to
the police, so far, 43 people

- havebeen killed due to disas-
terrelated incidents in Kath- -

mandu Valley.
Accordmg to Armed Pohce

- Force ‘sources, 55 people are

missing in floods, landslides
and inundation, while 101
people have been injured.

National hlghways have

been blocked since Saturday,
with.. hundreds of people
stranded on various high-
ways due to landslides.

At least 322 houses and 16 :
bridges have been damaged.

Over 20,000 security per-

uwan H‘ghway in Dhadmg, Nepal REUTERSV

sonnel have been mobilised
to rescue people, the
sources said, adding that
nearly' 3,626 people have
been moved to safety.

The sources added that
rescue - operations -were
still underway:. Hom’e min-

istry spokesperbon Rishi- .
ram learx said all the

apparatuses were being
mobilised to open the road
sections of highways dam- _
aged by landslides. — PTI
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e killed at least 170 peo-
actoss the Himalayan

ple across

f

o ey rain-lﬂated
- floods and landslides are

common across South Asia

ring the monsoon sea-
son from June to Septem-
ber, but experts say climate
hange is increasing their
~quency and severity.
| Entire neighbourhoods
in Kathmandu were inun-
dated over the weekend
with flash floods reported
in rivers coursing through
the /capital and ‘extensive
damage to highways con-

necting the city with the

rest of Nepal.
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Desperate search: Rescue personnel work to retrieve the bodies of *
victims from a landslide in Dhading, Nepal, on Sunday. REUTERs

Nepal’s National Disas-
ter Risk Reduction and

Management Authority
said 170 people had been
killed across the country
with another 42 st
missing.

Home Ministry spokes-
person Rishi Ram Tiwari
said that bulldozers were
being used to clear several
highways that had been

blocked by debris, cutting -

Kathmandu off from the
Test of the country. ¥y
The valley in which the
capital sits recorded 240 ;
millimetres of rain in the ;
24 hourstoSamrday morn-
ing, the country’s weather
bureau told the Kathman-
du Post newspaper. - g
It was the highest rain- ,
fall recorded in Kathman-
du since at least 1970, the 7
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Rescue personnel carry
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the body of the victim retrieved from the debris ofa passenger bus after it
was buried in alandslide triggered by heavy rainfall in Dhading, Nepal, on Saturday.

A

REUTERS

170 killed in floods,
landslides in Nepal

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

KATHMANDU: Residents of
Nepal's flood-hit capital
returned to their mud-caked
homes on Sunday to survey the
wreckage of devastating floods
that have killed at least 170 peo-
pleacross the Himalayan repub-
lic. Deadly rain-related floods
and landslides are common
across South Asia during the
monsoon season from June to
September, but experts say cli-
mate change is increasing their
frequency and severity.

Entire neighbourhoods in
Kathmandu were inundated
over the weekend with flash
floods reported in rivers cours-

|ing through the capital and
extensive damage to highways
connecting the city with the rest
of Nepal.

Kumar Tamang, who lives in a
slum area by a riverbank, told
AFP he and his family had to flee
after midnight on Saturday as
waters rushed into his shack.

“This morning we returned
and everything looks different,”

year-old said.
e couldn’t even open the
doors to our house, it was

jammed with mud,” he added.
“Yesterday we were afraid that
the water would kill us, but
today we have no water to
clean.” Nepal's Home Ministry
said 170 people had been killed
across the country with another
42 still missing. ;

Ministry spokesman Rishi
Ram Tiwari told AFP that bull-
dozers were being used to clear
several highways that had been
blocked by debris, cutting Kath-
mandu off from the rest of the
country. “More than 3,000 peo-
ple have been rescued,” he
added.

Atleast 35 of those killed were
aboard three vehicles and were
buried alive when earth from a
landslide careened into a high-

-way south of Kathmandu, Nepal

Police spokesman Dan Bahadur
Karki told AFP.

The Department of Hydrology
and Meteorology said prelimi-
nary data from stations in 14 dis-
tricts measured record-breaking
rain in the 24 hours to Saturday
morning.

A station at the Kathmandu
airport recorded about 240 milli-
metres of rain, highest since
2002, it said,

The Bagmati river and its

numerous tributaries which cut
through Kathmandu broke their
banks, inundating nearby homes
and vehicles after midnight on

Saturday.

Residents struggled through
chest-deep water to getto higher
ground.

Bishnu Maya Shrestha, who
lived in another inundated area
of Kathmandu, said they had to
cut the roof of their homes to
escape,

“We jumped from one roof to
another to safety and finally they |
came with boats to rescue us,”
Shrestha told AFP.

More than 3,000 security per-
sonnel were deployed to assist
rescue efforts with helicopters
and motorboats, v

Rescue teams were using rafts
to pull survivors to safety. :

Humanitarian organisations
are also helping with search and
Tescue operations, as well as pro-
viding relief.

Jagan Chapagain, head of the
International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties, said in a post on social plat-
form X that staff and volunteers
“are distributing non-food items,
providing hygiene kits, and set-
ting up evacuation centres”,

o




