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A village wiped away

More than 120 people were killed as two landslides hit
Mundakkai village in Wayanad district on Tuesday -
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services, civil defenc _NDRF, notably in 2019 in Meppadi, the aMuwdmmmdeM>
local and emergency esponse  scale of Tuesday's disaster js ferrythe critically injured, there
mms,andpersomlel(ﬁ\eanned unprecedented. “A lot of homes are Over 200peoplesﬂllsu-anded

forwﬁ,wa*eprasedmtosewiceto havebemmshedawayandapot- at Jocation, officials
tioate the situation. ~~ " tion of the Chooralmala school said. “The water currentisstrong,
Early on Tuesday, C Aruna- which was operating as & relief  soitis not possible to cross the
mala, block panchayat member campsince Monday, hasalso been rwer.()npﬂoﬂty,ommnsfmm
from Chooralmala, told HT over washedaway,” he said- 17 critically injured from Vellarm-
the phone: “We are at the affected With time of the essence, multi- allaandbroughtmemtothe other
areahereinChOOralmala, butwe plereliefteams have been sent t0 side” said Akhilesh Kumar, com-
| have been unable to advance the spot.withtwonﬁnisters ofthe ~mandant of the NDRF 4 battalion.
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heavy and it is hampering our there by chief minister Pinarayi administr ation along with the 75
movement. There is dense fog Vijayan. The armyisalsci:wolved, NDRF personnel at the spot are
which is affecting visibility, and ~ with a defence spokesperson say- grappling with two immediate
third and most important, the ingmatateamof43 persomel.led problems—ﬁndingasustainable
bridge connecting Chooralmala  bythe Second-in-cmnmandfrom path to these affected villages,
with Mundakkai was completely  the 122 Infantry Battalion (TA) and finding ways to send food to
washed away in the landslide.” MADRAS, has been mobilised.  those that can’t be brought out
It is the destruction of this  Besides, the army’s engineering immediately. !
bridge which, officials said, has group was also sent to Wayanad. Tam!lNaduchxef ‘minister MK
completely cut off Mundakkai, and Two Indian Air Force helicop-  Stalin spoke to Vijayan and
made any escape or entry intothe tersd :ﬁnmStﬂurigJ‘amil_ announced the immediate dis-
region difficult “The Iruvazhinji Nadu, and 67 Defence Security patch ofa team to the neighbour-
river is

; and it’s quite Corps(DSC)personnel,ledbys‘m iwngstz\te.H¢eclirexcnetiltherelseraseogi
s to cross it. Withoutthe officers, left from Kannur in two %masreliefﬁommml adu.

bridge, itis difficult to access the KSRflebus&swﬁkanmxb\ﬂaneeg Lo e
: aﬁ’ec\sedareasmMundaﬁmi andmwuckloadsofeqmpmem ‘With inputs from Prawesh Lama
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The downpour subs:ded,

but not enough to avert the -

tragedy that struck Waya-
nad in Kerala in the early
hours of Tuesday. A glance
through the rainfall that
battered the State reveals
that a station called Thetta-
mala in Wayanad received
a whopping 409 mm dur-
ing the 24 hours ending at
8.30 a.m. on Tuesday.

. Even Wadakkancherry
in central Kerala received
340 mm during the period,

perhaps one of the hea-
viest the State had seen

: openiug ‘- ,_

during  the
mﬂnths of the sou
monsoon.
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Vijayan, in his media ad-

dress, said that according

to the India Meteorological

Department (IMD) forecast,

on Monday, the area was

supposed to receive rain--
fall in the range of 64 mm

to 204 mm (orange alert) in
the 24 hours.

However, the area
where the disaster struck

recorded 200 mm in the

first 24 hours and 372 mm
ofrain in the next, a total of
572 mm of rain in just 48
hours.

«“Accumulated impact”

Speaking to The Hindu,
Neetha K. Gopal, IMD Di-
rector, Thiruvananthapu-
ram, said: “It’s true that we
had not anticipated an ex-
treme rainfall event, but
had been expecting some
intense spells in north Ker-
ala. As per our observa-
tion, it was the accumulat-
s»ed impact of the rain that
"led to chaotic scenes in

in the district

Wayanad The soil was al-
ready in saturated mode

durmg the heavy rain the

previous day, and the ex-
cess precipitation on that
fateful night led to the ca-
tastrophe. The IMD is ex-
ploring ways to introduce a
night-time analysis of the

weather parameters dur-

ing the peak season, consi-
dermg the pattern of rain
in Kerala.”

“For instance, during
the active monsoon sea-
son, high intensity rainfall
occurs during the night
and early morning due to

" the effect of various ocean-

ic factors in coastal States.
So, analysing the weather
parameters, including lo-
cal factors, during the
night will provide some
leeway. However, the win-
dow for acting during

Safe hands: Rescuers help resndents to movetoa safer place after
mumme iandsiodes in thehiits in Wayanad REUTERS

- ‘atmospheric

these situations would be
limited, especially in our
tropical climate where the
develop-
ments are very fast and
quick,” Ms. Gopal said.

The heavy rain that had
been poundmg the State,
especially in north and
central Kerala, for the past -

_ two days is likely to conti-

nue for a couple of more
days, triggered by an off-
shore trough at the mean
sea level that persists along
the south Guijarat to Kerala
coast. ;

~ The State is also likely to
receive heavy rainfall for
the next two totﬁ;‘ee days,
powered by strong wester-
ly and north-westerly
winds in the lower levels
over Kerala. , 3

An orange alert has

been issued for five dis-
tricts from Malappuram to
Kasaragod on Wednesday,
warning of very heavy rain-
fall, and a yellow alert for
four districts — Ernakulam,
Idukki, Thrissur and Palak-
kad — forecasting isolated
heavy rain.
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Coastal\ Kamataka hit by rain, landslides

With road network disrupted, many travellers are stranded on NH 75; the Netravathi river, the lifeline of Dakshma Kannada, is in spate;

water enters the Mangaluru Benga]uru National nghway near Uppmangady, IMD declares a red alert for Kodagu for the next 48 hours

DMB_‘“%L“
5 MANGALURU

eavy rain and land-

ll slides were reported
in many places in

coastal Karnataka and south
pinterior  Karnataka on

Tuesday.

A massive landslide oc-

¥ curred near Harle Estate in
Sakaleshpur in Hassan taluk
on Monday night. It swept
away a portion of the road
that serves as an alternative to
s the  Bengaluru-Mangaluru

highway, which has seen ma-

ny similar incidents in recent
1 weeks. The road network in

many villages was disrupted,

- and local people blamed the

‘unscientific’ execution of the
Yettinahole project.

Travellers stranded

Fresh erosion of earth on the
Shiradi Ghat stretch of NH 75,
at Doddathappale village in

i left many

ned while three other veh-
icles were stuck in the debris.
As the entire road was co-
vered by mud, vehicles on the
busy road, which connects
the coastal region and Benga-
luru, could not move. KSRTC
buses were stuck for hours.

]

ing peavy rains. A truck over-/

Heavy earthmovers
hired to clear the debris. With
the - Shiradi Ghat stretch
closed for traffic again on
Tuesday and the train con-
nectivity between Mangaluru
and Bengaluru suspended
since July 26, Mangaluru is
again facing connectivity
issues.

Now, the coastal city is con-

nected through Charmadi
Ghat on NH 73 (Mangaluru-

Chikkamagaluru) and
through Sampaje Ghat on NH
275 (Mangaluru-Madikeri-My-
suru). Both are vulnerable to
landslips and face the threat
of closure. A police official
said movement of heavy vehi-

were

cles on  the Charmadi ghat

section has been banned as a
safety measure.

Netravathi river, the lifeline
of Dakshina Kannada, was in
spate, and water entered the
Mangaluru-Bengaluru nation-
al ~ highway near

Uppinangady.

Traffic between Mangaluru
and Madikeri too came to a
t for sometime on Tuesday

.following a landslip at Shek-

amale. It was cleared around
2 p.m. Incessant rain in Koda-
for the last 10 days has
aked havoc in the district.
Multiple incidents of mud-

slides were reported on Tues-
day while six persons, who

”

were stranded in flood wa-
ters, were rescued in a village
in Virajpet taluk.

The district administration
has relocated people in Kara-
digodu village on the banks of
the Cauvery and many of
them were shifted to Siddapu-
ra. A relief centre has been
opened at Kashi Math in Bha-
gamandala, where seven peo-
ple from two families were
shifted. The India Meteorolog-
ical Department has declared
a red alert for Kodagu for the

' mext 48 hours.
/. Meanwhile, the inflow into
.'all major reservoirs has been

¢ increasing, forcing the auth-

orities to release excess water

Rain Vehicles stuck n the debris following a landslide at Doddathapaple village, and, right, a massive landslide swept away a portlon of the road at
‘ Harle village in Sakaleshpur taluk of Karnataka dn Tuesday. PRAKASH HﬁSSAN

- to the river. The crest gates of
Bhadra reservoir at Lakkavalli
in Tarikere taluk of Chikka-

magaluru = district = were
opened as the water level
reached the maximum level.
The officers have issued an al-
ert in the downstream.

The cumulative discharge
from both the K&Sand the Ka-
bini reservoirs crossed 2.3
lakh cusecs on Tuesday even-
ing, and hence, the Cauvery
Neeravari Nigam Ltd. has is-
sued a flood warning to peo-
ple living in the downstream
region to move to safer

"locations.

(With inputs from Shiva-
mogga and Mysuru)
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Heavy equipment, rescue dog
teams airlifted to Wayanad

Defence Minister’s office says additional teams from Army and Navy,

and helicopters from Air Force have been mobilised;

Coast Guard has sent disaster relief teams comprising highly trained personne

Press Trust of India '
NEW DELHI

eavy engineering
equipment and
i rescue dog teams

were being airlifted, and
‘disaster relief teams had
been dispatched by the In-
dian Coast Guard to pro-
vide aid to people after a
series of landslides in the
hilly areas of Wayanad dis-
trict in Kerala early on
Tuesday.

“As  tragic  disaster
struck at Wayanad in wee
hours today, Indian Armed
Forces swung into imme-
diate action and 300 Mili-
tary  personnel = were
moved forthwith to com-
mence rescue operations.
During the day, additional
columns of Army, Naval
teams and helicopters
from Air Force were mobil-
ised to assist the rescue
and relief efforts,” the of-
fice of Union Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh post-
ed on the social media
platform X  (formerly
Twitter).

The Minister’s office al-

When the ground shakes: A landsca

earth at Chooralmala in Wayanad on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

so said all-out efforts were
under way as additional
troops, heavy engineering
equipment, rescue dog
teams, and other essential
relief stores were being air-
lifted by service aircraft
from = Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Bengaluru, and Delhi.

Earlier in the day, his of-

fice also said in a post on X
that the Defence Minister
had on Tuesday spoken to
the Chief of the Army Staff,
General Upendra Dwivedi,
to take stock of rescue and
relief work being underta-
ken by Army units.

The Coast Guard district
headquarters for Kerala

pe transformed overnight for the worse by a sudden _upheaval of

and Mahe and station in
Beypore had dispatched
disaster relief teams to the
landslide-affected areas,
the Ministry said.

The teams comprising
highly trained personnel
and dedicated medical
team have been mobilised
to provide immediate relief

1\

| and a dedicated medical team for support

and support to the com-
munities impacted by th
disaster, it said. :
The teams are equipped
with essential disaster-re-
lief materials, including

rubber inflatable boats for -

rescue operations, diesel-
driven pumps to manage
water and drainage issues,
life jackets for safety, rain-

coats and gumboots for |

personnel protection in ad-
verse weather, and earth-

clearing equipment for re- |

moving debris and access-

ing affected areas, the

statement said.

Aid delivery
The Coast Guard also dis-
patched food materials,

drinking water and other |

essential supplies to sup-
port the affected popula-
tion. The distribution of

these supplies is being |

coordinated with the dis-

trict disaster management |
team to ensure efficient aid |
delivery, the Defence Mi-

nistry said. The force is

working closely with local |

authorities to mitigate the
impact of this disaster.
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121 killed, hundreds missing

letters@hindustantimes.com

WAYANAD: At least 121 people
were killed, 128 were injured
and hundreds remained miss-
ing in Wayanad district of Ker-
ala after days of ceaseless rain
triggered a series of landslides
early on Tuesday that wiped out
and isolated much of a remote
hamlet, caked neighbourhoods
in mud and swept away roads, a
bridge and other public infra-
structure, as the state’s worst
monsoon disaster since 2018
underscored the disproportion-
ate brunt of the climate crisis
that ecologically sensitive
regions bear.

The northern Kerala district
was pummelled by 572mm of
rain on Monday and Tuesday,
precipitating two landslides
between lam and 4am in Choo-
ralmala village that sent fierce
currents of water and mud into
Mundakkai village downstream
and snapped a bridge between
the two hamlets. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) had only forecast
between 64mm and 200mm of
rain for the region during this

time.
ter Response Force (NDRF)
deployed several teams to res-
cue people, but relief efforts
were significantly hobbled by
the destruction of infrastruc-
ture, continuous rain and the
swelling waters of the Iruvanz-
hinji river, prompting forces to
trek treacherous ter-
rain, even as two Indian Air
~ continuedon 517

ik,

Rescue ope

el o

e o

rations at Chooralmala in Wayanad on Tuesday.

PTI

as landslides batter Wayanad

AT 1AM, AVILLAGE IN
DEEP SLEEP WOKEN
BY DEATH, DESPAR

Vishnu Varma
letters@hindustantimes.com

WAYANAD: lam. Chooralmala vil-
lage was fast asleep. It had rained
for more than two days, but there
was little to set it apart from other
nights for 33-year-old Safna Tuttu
and her family. But then, her
phone rang, It was her neighbour,
breathless and frantic. Minutes
later, they heard a roar and the
* earth shook beneath them. -spr

' RESCUERS STARE AT
' DAUNTING TASKIN

| RACE AGAINST TIME

WAYANAD: Incessant rain, dense
fog and the collapse of a key |
bridge over the Iruvazhinji river
are among the grave challenges
facing rescue workers after mul-
tiple landslides in Chooraln
and Mundakkai villag




Vishnu Varma
letters@hindustantimes.com

'WAYANAD: Those frantic hours
were a whirlwind, fresh in
33-vear-old Safna Tuttu's mind.
Her family - her husband Nishad
and their 14-year-old son - were
2ll fast asleep in their single-sto-
rey house in Chooralmala in
Kerala's Wayanad district. A lit-
e after lam on Tuesday, her
phone rang. On the other end
was her neighbour, breathless
and frantic, the first indication
that something was gravely
wrong, “She was standing on the
gerrace, the ground floor com-
pletely inundated by swirling
water. Our house was not
affected till then because we
were on slightly higher ground,
andweran over and rescued her
family,” Safna said.
in many ways, that phone call
saved them. Minutes later, they
heard a roar and the earth shook
beneath them, “We quickly ran
out on the main road,” Safna
said. The power was out, and
community Whatsapp groups
had sent warnings in the morn-
ing of a herd of elephants roam-
ing around in the neighbour
hood. “We didn't know what to
do.” she said.
By this time, with the rain
incessant, and the water pouring
the village, they knew they
were in the middie of a landslide.
“Ousr home is closer to Chooral-

A framed photograph lies partially coveredi
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n mud at a damaged

house in Wayanad district of Kerala on Tuesday. AP

mala town, so we felt safer here.
But we couldn't sleep,” she said.
Alittle after 4am, just as Safna lit
the stove to make some tea,
there was another roar, louder
and even more ominous. “It
sounded as if chunks of metal
were being unloaded from a
truck right next to you. We were
really shaken this time,” she
said.

The family ran out of the
house, just as many others did,
and together, they took an old
village road to climb to higher
ground. They left for her
mother's house at 6am, only
returning home at 10am. Before
her was a village devastated

Homes that sat on the edge of
the Iruvazhinji river had disap-
peared; the 30-year-old bridge
on the river was washed away
and most of the buildings of the
Government Vocational Higher
Secondary School (GVHSS), Vel-
larmala, where her son studied,
lay in pieces.

In that moment, Safna knew
she was fortunate; she had sur-
vived the night. At least121 oth-
ers hadn't.

Forty-year-old Vijayan P, for
instance, was inconsolable on
Tuesday morning, His home in
Mundakkai had disappeared in
the swirling water. As had his
mother and sister.

TOMES

Houses washed away; m

“My mother’s hand slipped
from my hand when I was hold-
ing her, and I saw her slipping
into the slush and mud below
me, I have still not found her
remains,” he said.

NK Sukumaran, a local body
member from Attamala who
took part in relief efforts on
Tuesday, told HT that atleast 30
people from his ward were relo-
cated from late on Monday
night. “Seeing the intensity of the
rains, we knew something could
happen and we quickly asked
them to shift to a relief camp on
higher ground. We asked others
also to move, but many refused
our calls. They thought their
homes were safe. Almost all of
them are now dead,” he said.

Describing the scenes at the
site of the landslide in Mundak-
kai and Attamala, Sukumaran
said, “There are just bodies
everywhere, some buried under
rubble of their homes and others
flowing in the river. It is a terrify-
ing situation. If we had been able
to access Mundakkai in the
morning itself, we could have
rescued several people. But the
state of the river was dangerous.

There was heavy rain and dense
fog. It was only around 3pm that
rescue personnel were able to
enter Mundakkai,” he said.

Days of frantic relief and res-
cue, and a scale of tragedy only
beginning to unfold itself, lie
ahead.

Major incidents

over the years
2017: Cyclone 9
Qckhi lashed the

Indian coast in 'ﬁﬂ:‘:
December 2077,

leaving 89 dead

2018: Floods hit <k
Kerala in August, p:::h
claiming over 480 killed
lives and displacing ™%

more than one million

2019: Over 120
people killed
in floods and \
landslides onAug8

2020: Over 104
people killed in
the first week -
of August

2021: Twin landslides in
Kootickal and
Kokkayar
‘panchayats in
Kottayam claimed
21lives in October

1924: Munnar received
485mm of rainfall.
About 1,000 people

104
people
, killed

died in flooding in
12 districts of the
southern state

any still




