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City reservoirs receive inflows
equivalent to 10 days supply

Storage of four lakes ¢

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL

City reservoirs that have re-
mained bone dry for more
than four months have now
received inflows equivalent
to 10 days of Chennai’s water
supply following the heavy
downpour on Thursday. Ho-
wever, there has been a dip
in inflows since Friday morn-
ing, as rain has reduced over
catchment areas.

According to officials of
the Water Resources Depart-
ment, the total storage of the
four lakes climbed from a
mere 15 million cubic feet on
Thursday morning to 273
mcft on Friday, due to heavy
rainfall.

The reservoirs at Red Hills
. and Cholavaram received up
©  to 600 cusecs (cubic feet per
second) of floodwater and
this dipped by half on Friday
morning.

i The Poondi reservoir be-
. nefited the most, asit also re-

ceived inflow from water-
ways upstream, as far as
Andhra Pradesh, through

during the weekend. =fiLe pHOTO

the Kosasthalaiyar river. The
inflow into the lake dipped
from 3,500 cusecs to 2,242
cusecs on Friday.

Most tanks are now nearly
40% full in Tiruvallur dis-
trict, that recorded the high-
est volume of thundershow-
ers on Thursday morning,
officials said. Nine tanks
have reached capacity.

“The rain spell has started
bringing inflows. But we
need more rain to sustain
the inflow and increase the

Chennai is expected to receive moderate rain in some areas

storage,” said an official.

The dry bed of the Kosas-
thalaiyar river too has a flow
of 4,000 cusecs now. It has a
capacity to carry about
60,000 cusecs. -

Rainfall to continue

Meanwhile, the Meteorologi-
cal Department has forecast
that rainfall activity will con-
tinue over the coastal areas.
It may be heavy in one or
two places of the 14 districts,
including Tiruvallur, Kan-

limbs from 15 meft on Thursday to 273 meft on Friday

Q The rain spell has
started bringing
inflows. But we
need more rain to
sustain the inflow
and increase the
storage

OFFICIAL
Water Resources Department

cheepuram,  Villupuram,
Cuddalore and Ariyalur, till
Sunday. i

N. Puviarasan, director,
Area Cyclone Warning
Centre, said: “We are expect-
ing another cyclonic circula-
tion to form around Septem-
ber 23. This will increase
rainfall across the State.
There are chances of very
heavy rainfall over the coas-
tal districts and parts of
south Tamil Nadu till
Tuesday.”

Chennai is expected to re-
ceive moderate rain in some
areas during the weekend,
and record a maximurm tem-
perature of around 33 de-
grees Celsius.
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* Krishna water release 0
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ity likely on September 24

Poondi will receive the water by month-end, or early Oct.

" K. LAKSHMI

CHENNAI

Krishna water from the Kan-

daleru reservoir in Andhra
Pradesh is likely to be re-
leased on September 24,

This will provide the much-

needed relief to Chennai,
struggling to sustain its wa-

ter supply for several

months now.
- With the storage in the re-
servoir steadily rising, the

- A.P. government s likely to

discharge water into the
Kandaleru-Poondi canal on

Tuesday. The reservoir now
¢ has a storage of 8.61 thou-

sand million cubic feet, and

' receivad an inflome of 10,000

cusecs on Friday.

CM’s word

Officials of the Water Re-
sources Department said the
storage would be stepped

 up. Water is expected to be

discharged for both Andhra
Pradesh’s needs and Chen-
nai’s water supply.

As per the inter-State

- agreement, the city has to be
.provided with 8 tmc ft of

/:Water from the Kandaleru reservoir will

bring much-needed relief to Chennai. =FILE PHOTO

Krishna water during this
spell.

It may take a few days for
the water to reach the State’s
entry point in Uthukottai, Ti-
ruvallur district. The Poondi
reservoir will receive Krish-
na water by the month-end,
or in early October, officials
added.

During a meeting with a
delegation from Tamil Nadu
in August, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Y.S. Jaganmo-

haﬂl?:ﬂddyhaﬂagx"eedtdrg
lease 8 tmc ft of Krishna wa-
ter to the city. -

Supply to increase
At present, Chennai is being
supplied with 525 million
litres of water aday.
Once the inflow of Krish-
na water stabilises, piped
water supply is likely to im-
prove in the city and the dai-

Iy volume of supply will be

stepped up, said officials.




