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Already India’s
Wettest Monsoon
Season Since 1994

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

igorous and relentless

monsoon rain has put

this month on course to
bethewettest September India
has seen in102 years and lifted
the June-September season’'s
rain to9% above normal, bare-
1y a percentage point short of
excess monsoon rainfall.

With a day left in the
month, all-India average ra-
infall in September stands at
247.1mm — 48% above nor-
mal and the third highest in
India Meteorological Depart-
ment’s records since 1901 By
Monday, the month’s rainfall
is likely to go past 1983’s figu-
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22 dead in Bihar, 16 in east UP

» 42 deaths reported
UP, Gujarat & Pune in last 24 hrs.

re(255.8mm), asred alerts for
very heavy rain have been is-
sued for Gujarat and Bihar If
that happens, this will be the
wettest September in Indiain
over a century, behind only
1917 (285.6mm), when the hig-
hest rainfall for the month
sinee 1901 was recorded.
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This year's monsoon,
which began with a delayed
onsetanda33% rain deficitin

June, will officially end on

Monday with the country re-
cording the highest rainfall
for the four-month period in
25 years. The all-India avera-

ge seasonal rainfall stands at
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The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

still notin sight. “There areno
signs of withdrawal for at le-
astfour-fivedays,” said Mruty-

unjay Mohapatra, director ge-

overthe country almost witho-
1t abreak for over twomonths.
Cumulative rainfall in August
and September so far is the
highest witnessed for these
two months in 31 years. By
Monday, August-September
rainfall could end up:as the

highest in 58 years (since 1961)°

and fourth highest since 1901,
asperIMD's records.

September has recorded
just twodays of below normal
rains across the country. In
August, thatﬁgurewasm,.still
low by normal standards.
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48% above normal, Sept rain |
set to be highest in 102 year:
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pressuresystemsintheBayof  en

of suchsystemswasn'tunusu- Wmle_me mum_oc:n was

allyhigh, someof thesecaused ~ adequate in northwes India, .

heavy rains for a long time by which currently hasz,a.shggh].

persisting over the central In- deficit of 3%, the region clear-

dian region,” said Mohapatra. ly missed out on the rain

 ularly pointed to one low pres- east Uttar Pradesh mpax%mé; aals

sure system that continued to lar will end the season Wit —_—

' | remainactive forover10days, highdeficits. 3
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The Met has forecast  long
delayed withdrawal of mon-
soonandmmeramsfur Pat-

_ Immagement department
sa:d ’r.he state govermnent

Enat;cweatherpattemdoes

not augur well for Punjab and

Haryana farmers who are set

to witness a delayed harvest,

Several parts in the two states
received over 100-mm rainfall
inthe last 24 hours, leadingto
ﬂameningofcmps. :

had urged the Air Roree to
sendahehcopterforamdmp
PmEOfﬁJOdpacketsandsﬂ]-

entered the barracks of Ballia | .
district jail located near the |
Ganga. Since Thursday, 93 | -
pmsonshavedmdmﬁxestate |
in rain-related incidents, A

The Met department said
the country had recorded |
the highest rainfall this |
monsoon since 1994, classi- | -
fying it “above normal” as
the season ofﬁma}ly ended
on Monday. —




