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- Heavy showers trigger fresh
ﬂood threat in Krishna basin

Mor_e rain forecast for north
interior K'taka, coast

BELAGAVI/HUBBALLI/
BAGALKOT/KALABURAGI, DHNS

howers resumed in the

state after a brief res-

pite on Sunday. North
Karnataka districts received
widespread rains while parts
of coast and Malnad saw scat-
tered rainfall in the past 24
hours.

A flood-like situation has
emerged in Krishna basin dis-
tricts following heavy showers
in the catchment areas in the
last two days.

Following a rapid surge in
‘water level in Krishna river,
the Almatti dam authorities
released 2.20 lakh cusecs
downstream by lifting all 26
crestgateson Sundayevening.
Flood alert has been sounded
in villages and towns on the
banks of the river.

Inflow into Krishna river at

Kallol barrage in Chikkodi ta-
lukclocked 1.051akh cusecson
Sunday. With the catchment
areas in Maharashtra experi-
encingdownpour, theinflowis
expected to go further up.
The Jatrat-Bhivshibridge in
Nippani talukis facing inunda-
tion threat.
“Koynaandotherreservoirs
inMaharashtra are almost full.
Huge volume of wateris being
released from the dams. As
much as 2 lakh cusecs of wa-
ter will be added into Krishna
and its tributaries in next 48
hours,” the Belagavi district
administration said quoting
Maharashtra officials.

Swollen Malaprabha

Torrential rain in Kanakumbi
forests in Khanapur taluk has
swelled Malaprabha, Maha-
dayi and Pandari rivers and
many rivulets. The overflow-

The Sindhanur-Hem
forestareasinthetal

madga state highway u
uk have beenexperiencing

‘Water gushes out from Kadra reservoir in Uttara Kannada
district on Sunday. The catchment areas of River Kali have

been receiving heavy rains over the past few days.
DH PHOTO/SADASHIVA M S

ing streams have cut off more
than 50 villages. Several tem-
ples on the banks of the swol-
len Malaprabha, including
MahadevMandir, Ram Mandir
andlskmnhemple,areﬂooded.

According to the Agricul-
ture officers, standing crops
on over 8,000 hectares are
under water.

The increased outflow
from Naviluthirtha dam has
submerged the old Munavalli
bridge. A flood alert has been
sounded in villages, down-
stream Malaprabha dam, in
Gadag and Bagalkot districts.

0ver33,000mseésofwam S

was discharged from the Hid-
kal dam (Ghataprabha river)
on Sunday. The overflowing
Markandeya river has flood-
ed paddy crop on hundreds of
acres in Belagavi and Hukkeri
taluks.

After a three-day break,
skies opened up on Saturday
nightin Uttara Kannada.

Heavy showers on the in-
tervening night of Saturday
and Sunday brought Bhat-
kal to a standstill. Overnight
rain flooded the business
establishments and houses

nder water in Khanapur taluk, Belagavi dIstrict.The
torrential rain for the last few days. bHPHOTO

in the low-lying araes of the
port town. Rainwater flowed
like a stream on the national
highway. On Sunday, 47,200
cusecs of water was released
into downstream Kali from
Kadra reservoir.

The twin cities of Hubba-
lli-Dharwad continued to re-
ceive sporadic spells of heavy
rains. Neersagar reservoir in
the districtis just 4-inch short
of reaching its full capacity.
Kelageri lake in Dharwad has
breached.

Moderate showers, accom-
panied by gusty winds, lashed
parts of Vijayapura district on
unday

The Kalyana Karnataka
districts are experiencing
wet weather for the past two
to three days. The weather
department has predict-

ed more rain for next four |

days. Partsof Mysuruand Has-
sandistrictsreceived intermit-
tent spells of rain on Sunday.

Rainsreturned to Udupiand
Dakshina Kannada districts
with renewed vigour on Sun-
day. The India Meteorological
Departmenthassoundedayel-
low alert for the twin districts
till August 19,
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IMD predicts widespread rai

in city, monsoon

FORECAST Heavy showers likely till
Thursday; intermittent and intense spells
reported from across the city on Tuesday

NEW DELHL: After beginmingona
shaky note, Delhi has managed
to reduce the rainfall deficit
recorded this monsoon to 14%
from23%. India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data shows
that between Juneland August
18, Delhi hasrecorded cumula-
tiverainfall of 342.9 mm.

However, the city isexpected
to cover the deficit in the next
two days as IMD has forecast
moderate toheavy rainfall.

Delhi starts recording mon-
soon rain from June 1 and Sep-
tember 30is considered themon-
soonretreating date.

Officially, monsoon’sarrival
in Delhi wasdeclared on July 24.

Partsofthenational capitalon
Tuesday received moderate
rainfall. IMD data shows that
areas around west and south-
west Delhi received 2.4 mmrain-
fall, while central and south
Delhireceived trace rain.

Intermittent showers were
reported from Dwarka, Janak-
puri, Palam, Uttam Nagar,
Rajouri Gardenand Tilak Nagar,
starting Tuesday afternoon. The
IMD forecast said that the inten-
sity of the rain is expected to
increaseandaspell of heavy rain
is likely in the capital on Tues-
daynight.

The IMD said that these heavy
spellsofrainfall arelikely to con-
tinue till Thursday. This, the
weather scientists said, will
cover the cumulative rainfall
deficit that the city has recorded
in the month of August. Data
shows thatafter Tuesday’srain,
themonthly rainfall recorded in
the month of August touched a
surplus of 3%.

“Undertheinfluenceofalarge
cloud cluster approachingfrom

southwest direction, rainfall

started over west and southwest
‘Delhi. This cluster contained
clouds with reflectivity as high

as 50 dBz. By Tuesday night,
wind speed isalsolikely toreach
40-50 kmph over parts of south,
central and west Delhi,” anadvi-
sory released by the IMD read on
Tuesday.

Reflectivity indecibel relative
to Zisaradar measurementused
to estimate intensity of rain or
snowfall.

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
IMD'sregional weather forecast-
ing centre, said in the coming
two days rainfall activity is
expected toincrease throughout
thecity.

“Tuesday’s rain was mostly
concentrated in partsof westand
southwest Delhi, but from
Wednesday, we will see moder-
ate to heavy rains across the
city,” Srivastavasaid.

IMD dataofrainfall recorded
in August shows that parts of
northeast Delhi, south Delhiand
central Delhi have a deficitran-
ging between 20-40%. However,
areas around northwest Delhi,
southwest and west Delhi have
received surplus rainfall ran-
gingbetween 10-48%, making up
fortherestofthecity.

“We are expecting that the
overall deficit will be coveredin
the coming three days,” said
Srivastava.

IMD data also shows that till
July 16, Delhi had a rainfall defi-
citof46%, butby July end it was
reduced to 29%. The IMD fore-
cast also shows that this season
Delhi is likely to record normal
or surplus rainfall. Between
Juneland August 18, Delhi

In 2019, the monsoon season
retreated in Delhion October 10,
with a rainfall deficit on nearly
38%. The city, however, wit-
nessed surplus rainfall in 2018
and 2017, with 770.6mm and
672.3mm rain respectively. The
fall in 2016 as against the city's
averageof648.9mmand 515.3mm
in2015. Thecity had gauged 370.8
mmyrainfall in 2014.

= An auto breaks down on a waterlogged road in east Delhi on Monday.

deficit drops

AJAY AGGARWAL /HT F

No digging of roads till end
of monsoon, says Delhi govt

Ashish Mishra

NEWDELHE: Alarmed by incidents
of heavy water-logging across
Delhi after short spells of rain,
the municipal corporationsand
the public works department
have decided not to permit any
road-digging work till the mon-
soon seasonisover.

Many agencies such as tele-
com companies, discoms and the
DelhiJal Board often have todig
up roads to lay or repair wires,
sewer lines or water pipelines.

According to municipal offi-
cials, digging of roads was one of
themainreasons behind water-
logging and road cave-ins during
the rainy season. Only crucial
work may be permitted in special
circumstances, they said.

North Delhi mayor Jai Pra-
kash said digging work by differ-
ent agencies on municipal and
PWDroadstolay or repair sewer
lines, water pipelines, telephone
cables and electric wires often

lead to water-logging during
monsoon.

“Apart from clogged drains,
road cutting was a major cause of
water logging. Many atime, itis
seen thattheagency concerned,
beitany discom or telecommuni-
cations company, does not prop-
erly repair the dug-up portion,
whichnot only leads toaccumu-
lation of water butenhancesthe
threat of road cave-in. As a pre-
cautionary measure, we have
decided not to permit any road-
cutting during monsoon. An
order to this effect has been cir-
culated,” hesaid.

Themayor said in special cir-
cumstances, only worksthatare
of “utmost importance” would
beallowed.

South Delhi Anamika Mith-

ilesh also said only emergency
work will be permitted, with a
rider that the agency concerned
will have to properly re-carpet
thestretchsothatitdoesnotget
inundated afterrain.

The municipal corporations

manageover 1,000 km roads
than 60 feet in width, The F
manages more than 1,260
arterial and other big r
wider than 60feet.

Delhi has been experien
heavy water logging even ¢
moderate rain. In July, at
seveninstancesofroad cave
were reported at different ]
tions after just three day
heavy rain.

The PWD hasissuedacire
to avoid deep digging work
cover open trenches dul
monsoons.

“All deep work shoult
stopped and it should be enst
trenchesarefilledinandma
surplus earth should be rem
onadaily basis after comple
of work. It should be enst
that trenches (where wor
already inprogress) are prop
barricaded, diversion board;
fixed at appropriate locati
and lighting arrangement |
ingnighthoursareinplace,’
PWD circularsaid.
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