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After scorching June, surplus
ainfall predicted in July

‘greaterthan 106% df the 28

cm that is usual for July,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Monday. After “below nor-
mal’ rainfall in June, the
surplus rainfall in July is ex-
pected to help agriculture
and boost prospects for

sowing. i
Nearly all of India is ex-

pected to see surplus rain- .
fall except for eastern,

northeastern, and north-
western India, IMD Direc-

said at a press conference.
~ The munificent July rain

‘ispremisedonaGO%

chance of the emergence
of a La Nina — the converse
of an El Nino — and the
cooling of the central equa-

. torial Pacific by a degree or

more. Historically, 20 of
the 25 years since 1950 that
have seen ‘below normal’
rain in June have resulted

' in ‘normal’ or ‘above nor-

mal’ rain in July, Mr. Moha-

o Y an §

people use a makeshift raft to help toddler move to safety

following heavy rain in Nagaon district of Assam on Monday. PTI

“Above-normal rainfall
can significantly benefit
agriculture and water re-
sources but also bring po-

' tential risks such as flood-

ing, landslides, surface
transport disruptions, pu-
blic health challenges, and
ecosystem damage. To
manage these risks effec-
tively, it is essential to rein-
force infrastructure, utilise
IMD’s early warnings, en-
hance surveillance and
conservation efforts, and
establish robust response
systems in vulnerable sec-
tors.” the agency said in a
press statement.

Were the forecast to

bear out, it would bring sig"

nificant relief from what
would be one of the most

intense spells of heatwaves
to have scorched the coun-
try from March to June.

Heatwave days .
The IMD made public sta-
tistics showing that this
summer, India expe-
rienced around a total of
536 ‘heatwave’ days when
counted across all 36 mete-
orological subdivisions —
the highest since 2010. |

In June alone, India ex- ‘
perienced 181 such heat-
wave days. To be sure, the
IMD divides India into 36
meteorological ~ subdivi-
sions, and a heatwave on |
the same calendar day re-
gistered in, say, five subdi-
visions, are counted as five
‘heatwave days.
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