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Hail, rain damage
fruit, veggie crops

SHIMLA, JUNE 5
Shimla and its surrounding
areas were hit by a squall,
accompanied by hailstorm
and heavy rain this after-
noon, causing a sharp fall in
day temperature and damag-
_ing fruit and vegetable crops.
The inclement weather
. forced people to rush
indoors as the capital town
recorded 78 mm rain (74
mm in just two hours).

The hailstorm caused a
sharp fall in the mercury and
the day temperatures stayed
five to six degrees below nor-
rnal. Fruit® ?nd, vegetable
growers were on tenterhook
as stormy conditions are cat-
astrophic for apple stone
fruit and vegetable crops.

The tourist resort of Kufr
recorded 54 mm rain during
the past 24 hours, followec
by Gohar (48 mm), Jubbar

Hatti (45 mm), Banjar (42 = ma

mm), Fagu (37 mm), Dal:

~ housie (30 mm), Baldwara

(28 mm), Solan (22.4 mm),
Hamirpur and Dharampur
(21 mm), Mandi (19 mm)
and Nahan (15 mm).

The local MeT office has

warned of thunderstorm,

accompanied by lightning,
hailstorm and gusty winds at
a speed of 40 to 50 kmph in
mid and lower hills tomorrow

and predicted rains and *
thundershowers in mid and |

lower hills and rains or snow
in higher reaches from June
6to 8andon.1;mg 11, —TNS

>

Raln brlngs mercury levels down in Delh1

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH:: Thundershowers

panied by lightning, gusty
winds of up to 50 kmph were
recorded in various parts of Del-
hi-NCR and north-west Indiaon

" Friday. Light rain and cloudy
skiesare expectedin Delhi-NCR
and rest of the northern plains =
over the weekend also, according
to the India Meteorological

,Deparhmnt(IMD) authorities.
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The inclement weather is
becauseofawesterndisturbance
thatisaffecting the western Him-
alayas and moisture incursion
duetocyclone Nisarga, which hit
the Maharashtra coast on
Wednesday.

“Many placesin NCR got thun-
dershowers. Palam recorded
windspeedof50 kmph. Lightrain
and thunder is likély over the,
weekend. Thereis noforecastfor
aheatwavefor some timenowin
Delhi. Maximum temperatures

mayriseby threetofour degrees
Celsiusafter Saturday, but weare
not expecting a heat wave till
June 15, and after that, a heat
wave is unlikely. Delhi may get
rains again after June 10 due to
thelikely formation of alow-pres-
sure area over Bay of Bengal,”
said Kuldeep Shrivastava, head,
regzonalwaatherfomcashngoen—

_tre. Thunderstorm accompanied -

bylightning, gusty wind overthe
north-westernregion during the
«next two days. an;dsome heavy

rainfall is also very likely over
Uttarakhand eastern Uttar Pra-
desh and southern Rajasthan
during the next 24 hours, IMD
saidin its Friday bulletin.
Southwest monsoon has
advanced into the central Ara-
bian Sea, Kerala and Mahe and
some partsof Karnataka. Condi-
tionsarebecoming favourablefor
itsadvancementinto parts ofcen-
tral Arabian Sea, Karnataka,
Ta.mﬂ Nadu, Puducherry and
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SHIMLA, JUNE 6
A ﬁve-storey building eol-
lapsed near Strawberry
Hills in Chhota Shimla
here today following heavy
rain. There were no occu-
pants in the building.
“Cracks were developing
in' the bmldmg following
heavy rain for the past five
days. Waterlogging due to
inadequate drainage led to
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llapsed in Shlmla on Saturday PHOTO; AMIT KANWAR

apses i

seepage and the building
collapsed,” said Prakash
Kanwar (89), who resides in
an adjoining cottage.
Deputy - Commissioner

Amit Kashyap, who visited

the spot, said an inquiry

‘had been ordered after
_ registering a case. The dis-

trict administration had
collected a sample of the
material used in the con-
struction of the building.
Meanwhile, stormy con-

18Rimla
ditions prevailed in the
state and scattered rain
occurred at some places.
The maximum day temper-
ature stayed below normal
and Una. and Kangra
recorded a high of 24.6
degree and 25.6 degree.

The local MeT office has

predicted rain and thun-

dershowers in the mid-
hills on June 7 and 8 and
rain and snow in higher
hills from June 7 to 9.
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_Heavy rain hkely over cen
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NEWDELHI: A low-pressureareais
likely to develop over east-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal around June8
that weather scientists are hop-
ing will not intensify into a
cyclone, but become amonsoon
depression that will bring wide-
spread and very heavy rains to
theregion.

Cyclone Amphan battered
Odisha and West Bengal in the
east on May 20, causing wide-
spread damage, but the In
Meteorological Departn
(IMD) doesn’t expect a eyclone
this time, said scientist Sunitha
Dew, in charge of cyclones at

"Itwi]]mostlikeiybeamon—
soon depression or a low which
willbringalot of rain to central
and east India. In some years
such troughs form but notevery
year,” shesaid. Parts of Odisha,
Chhattigarhand Vidarbha may
receive extremely heavy rains

rr

-Themumoahlhlyhm
andpemﬂarlmﬂaby.lmm

(morethan 20cmaday), shesaid.
Cyclones normally don’t
develop during south-west mon-
soon.
“Odisha, Andhra will get very
heavy rainfall first and then
oother partsof central India start-
ing June 10 for the next three to
four days. Monsoon depressions

by
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!Adamaoed!mltl(aﬂlidbuchaﬂer(:yclomulsamabqﬁmdih
Raigad district.

SATISH BATE/HT PHO'

Nisarga leaves trail

of damage

Tanushree Venkatraman
= leffers@hindustantimess com

ferhres

mmm. In Shahabat %
- 17km from Alibaug, 28-year:
Ashwuﬁmwgata:ﬁhm'hmw:d
Tanmay are surveying the dam-
__agetotheroof. Residentsof Mum-
bai, they visited their village two
months ago and were forced to
stayback after thenationallock-
downonMarch25.

Last week, a severe cyclonic
storm made landfall around 100
km south of Alibaug, an elite
resort townandfishing villagein
Maharashtra’scoastal districtof
Raigad. At least 500,000 homes,
including Bhagats' village home,
havebeen damagedby Nisargain
Raigad alone though a red alert
was sounded for seven Konkan
districtsas wellasafew innorth-
ern Maharshtra. At least 5,000
hectares in Palghar, and 8,000
hectares of agriculturalcropland
inRatnagiri, Sindhudurg, Raigad
and Nashikamongotherdistricts
have been affected, including
farms growing onions and

grapes.
“Wehave been living without
power or water supply for four

days now,” Bhagat said. “Offi-
cials say it will take minimum

had Nisarga in beginning

west- northwest
. Inayormaynot

TN, Puducherry,

~ Sea, whichis smﬂy
Alllow-pressuresystemsin the
Indian Ocean tend to move in

said K Sathi Devi, head natxonal
weather fomcasﬁng centre,

The south-west monsoon has
advanced into some more parts
ofsouth interior Karnat: d

W

in Maha
four days for power supply tol
restored,” Tanmay said.

OnFriday, CM Uddhav Thac
eray visited areas of Alibag ar

‘announced ¥100 crore for imm

diate reliefwork. The Maharas|
tra State Electricity Distributic
CoLitdsaiditis workingonawa
footing torestore electricity.

Theday beforetheeyclone w:
tomakelandfall, the stateevac!
ated several thousand from t
coastline, including 13, 245in Re
gad and 15,080 in Palghar. §
whiledestruction tolife has bee
minimal--sixdied, and 16injurt
--damagetomobiletowers, trei
and power has been tremendou

In Thal, 8km from Aliba
Mukund Sapre haslostanacre:
hisfarm, completely destroyir
nut plantations. “Mymother sa
she has not seen something th
bad in her life. We could see tt
trees moving in circles befol
they collapsed. It was scary,” sa
29-year-old Jaydatta Nikalje, re
ident of Vaibhav Nagarin Aliba

Till Friday, the Nikalje fami
‘had lost power supply. “Parts,
the town started getting supp
only by Saturday morning,” sa
Nikalje, adigital marketingpr
fessional

B
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cancauseamtoframmiﬂsgood
for our monsoon,” said M Moha-
patra, director general, IMD.

To be sure, cyclone Nisarga
hit Alibaug in Maharashtra’s
Raigad last week, bringing
heavy rainfall to many parts of
thestate,

“Monsoon doesn’tallow these

parts of south-west Bay of Ben-
gal, theentire south-east Bay of
; some more partsof east-
central Bay of Bengal and some
g;ta Bt;fv;?t-oentral and north-
1y of Bengal, accordingto
IMD. Conditions are becoming
favourablefor further advance-
él;mtofmmsmdmingnmz.a
¥S.

sha and peninsular Inﬂia by ¢

June l0andallof central Indiaby
June 20 Mohanatea catd
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In one village, rising tide waters
bring back mghtmare of cyclone

Dhrubo Jyoti
» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: When the gale died
downand thesquallendedinthe
early hours of May 21, Chandan
Patra thought the worst was
behind him.
Cyclone Amphan tore theroof
off their modest two-roomhouse
inHarinhula villagein the North
24Parganas district of West Ben-
gal and smashed most of their

- belongings, but everyone in the

family was safeand the hutment

- wasstill standing.

Their biggest worry was the
water swishing around on the
floor—thecyclonehadsmashedat
least22river embankmentsin the
area, allowing waters from the
Bidyadhari riverto gush through
- but Patra estimated that in
another week, the water level
would plummet asreliefreached
thevillage. He was wrong,

Roughly three weeksafter the
fiercest cyclone to hit the region
inacentury, water levelsareris-
ingonce again, courtesy thefull-
moon tide that threatened to
maroon the entire village this
weekend.

“We are regularly getting
relief material and food, but we
arenot sure how long our house

=In Hannhula villaoc. Iocal residenis Ilna up fur reEsf material as

water levels rise due to the full-moon tide .

will stand the gush of water. Itis
ourhome afterall; we builtitafter
muchhardship. How doweaban-
donit?” asked Patra.

The village of roughly 1,200
peopleis in an under-developed
partofthestatethatisdependent
on agriculture and manual
labour. Patra’s father is an agri-
cultural labourer, his brother is
unemployed and his sister is
studyinginalocal college.

Theirnemesis, the Bidyadhari
river,isone ofthe scoresof water-
ways that form a unique inter-
connected network of channels,
marshes and saltlakes in the Sun-

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

derbandelta.

Alifeline for the local popula-
tion-dominated by marginalised
castes, for whothelocal assembly
constituency is also reserved —
are the decades-old embank-
ments that protect the area
againststormsurges. Local resi-
dents allege these structures
wereslowly weakening because
ofinsufficient maintenance-has-
tening soil erosion in the area.
“Over the years, we have lost
chunksoflandtotheriver,” said
Shyamal Mondal, a local school
teacher.

Amphan crushed 22 of them,

but within weeks, loca]msm
andtheadministration wereable
torebuild about 20.

“About 500 labourers worked
day and night to repajx the
embankments. But in two big
ones, the water pressure was so
high that it was dangerous to
workthere. Thesehavenotbeen
repaired,” said Mondal. As a
result, columns of water gushed
on Saturdaytowards the low-1y-
ing Harinhula that falls right in
the direction of the current.

Two additional factors are
complicating relief. The area is
withoutpower because Amphan
uprooted all electricity poles in
the vicinity and the lingering
threat of Covid-19, which has
infected atleast 1,000 peopleinthe
district. “The damage is exten-
sive. We are trying our best and
giving relief and food to the
locals,” said Usha Rani Mondal,
thelocal legislator.

She said the water surge was
toomuch forthe workerstobring
itunder control. “It may take up
to one month for the water to
completely godown,” she added.

But for Patra and his family,
the threat is more immediate.
“Wedon’t knowifour house will
remainstanding when the water
surgesagain. Wherewillwego?”



