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| Traffic crawlis on highways & floats near Sion
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Mumbai: On Monday heavyra-
infall wrecked vehicular move-
mentacrossthecitybutthesitu-
ation on the Sion-Hindmata
stretch and Eastern and Wes-
tern Express Highways was ex-
ceptionally bad with commu-
tersbeingstranded for hours.
With heavy rainfall expec-
ted tocontinue over thenext few
days, traffic situation is not lik-
ely to improve. “The Sion-Hind-
mata route was submerged and
jammed with vehicles. I took
two and half hours from Chem-
bur to Parel,” said a motorist.
Approximately 2,000 traffic poli-
cemen were on the streets regu-
lating vehicular movement.
Kings Circle had bumper-to-
bumper traffic. ABESTbus was
stuck for hours while smaller
cars were marooned. An ambu-
lance navigated with difficulty
toreach Sion Hospital. The Eas-
tern Express Highway wasclog-
ged from Kurla to Kanjurmarg.
Aoordjng to motorist Sa-
Sangoi severe water log

VijayV.Singh@timesgroup.com

Vhicles were stuck on water-logged roads across the city

Auto and taxi fare refusals add to woes

efusals by auto and taxi drivers were rampant outside stations, near

markets and malls, and in commercial hubs during Monday’s
downpour. Some commuters also complained on the RTO helpline.

“Refusals have become common during monsoon and despite
RTO’s surprise checks and suspension of licences, thereis noend to the
menace. Errant drivers are back and now they are in large numbers,”
said Vishwas Shinde, an office-goer who takes autos from Andheri.
Another commuter, who was at a mall in the eastern suburbs, said he
was refused by at least six auto drivers and he finally took a bus.

Several cabbies were back to operatingin cartels on Monday and
demanding anywhere between Rs 500 to Rs 1,000 for adrop at airport,
commuters said. A kaali-peeli driver demanded Rs 1,300 for Thane to
CSMT, when this should cost around Rs 500. Commuters were left
fuming as cab aggregators too surged rates L5 to 2 times. ™n

ging was reported at WEH Met-
ro station, leading to traffic
jams. Hesaid until last year, the
BMChad installed pumpstocle-
ar the water so there were no
problems. Another motorist,
Puneet Kabra, tweeted that pot-
holesonthesouth-bound armof
WEH, just before the domestic
airport .flyover, caused snarl-
upsfrom Kandivlito Vile Parle.
SV Road was impacted too.
“Ram Mandir junction on SV

. Road was closed without any in-

timation. There was no diver-

siongiveneither,” tweetedamo-
torist, Jigisha Dwivedi.

The SCLR was jammed
from Tilak Nagar police station
to Hotel BKC Palace. Snarl-ups
were reported at BKC Road, bet-
ween Seepz and MIDC, near
GTB Monorail station, Powai
towards Sakinaka, Wadala on
EasternFreeway, LBS Margbet-
ween Vikhroli and Kanjur-
marg, Sion flyover and Kurlade-
pot bridgeto Kapadia Nagar.

Need help? BMC has a ‘Rain Dost’ list for you

nanattempt to help people during heavy rainfall, the BMC's Twitter

‘handle @mybmc launchediits first social media initiatives called
“Rain Dost” on Monday. Ina tweet, the civic body said: “#RainDostisan
initiative to bring together the #HeroesOfMumbai who have always
volunteered to help the city in time of crisis. We hope to enable the
#RainHosts help those in need better, by aligning them to concerned
wards #MumbaiRainsLive.”

They added, “Heroes of Mumbai step up every time the city needs
them. This monsoon, we're setting up a ward-wise list of all #RainHosts
sothat we can help the city better together. All interested, may please
tweet & share details at MCGMRainDost@gmail.com to be Mumbai’s
#RainDosL"TheyhavegotaroumiMoomplaimsonTwittersofar.

2 pumping stns~'
. save Worli

lcsﬂtmg only on paper: "Chembur man

Mumbai: “The BMC spends over Rs 200
crore on desilting work every But in-
stead of improving, the situation worsens.
Desilting work has been done only on pa-
per,” said 53-year-old Chembur resident
Sanjay Kokane on Monday.

Chembur fire station recorded 151mm
rainfall in 12 hours starting 8pm on Sun-
day, which caused waterlogging in several
areas in the vicinity. It recorded 72mm ra-
infall between 8am and 6pm on Monday.

Kokane lives in Meena Towers at Swas-

tik Park in Chembur with his family, His

78-year-old parents live separately in the
ground-floor room of a ground-plus-one-

storey bungalow in Chandrodaya Society -

The flood water entered their room on
y morning. Kokane said he has be-
ioeahtyﬂmdsinoehlschﬁﬂ

A car is almost submerged in flood waters i Chembur on M

dened a major nullah close by, between
Amar Mahal and Suman Nagar Chowki,
andevenchangedltsdesmButltwasa
bl

R_a.kesh Gupta, who lives in Latashree
building at Postal Colony, alleged that
BMC officials told residents that since they

live in a low-lying ared, “flooding is bound

tohappen”. (T;uptasmdmmwaterbeganto

seep into his ground-floor flat around 2am
on Monday. He spent the entire day trying
toclean his home. He had boughta pumpa
few years ago as his flat floods every year
“The BMC had constructed three drain li-
nes. During rains, water from the three
drains isunable toreach themain network
due to excessive pressure and it rushes
back into our colony,” he said.

from flooding

Mumbai: Two fully operational
pumping = stations—Cleveland
Bunder and Love Grove—at Wo-
rli and widening and correction
of drains andnullahs have redu-
ced waterlogging in the area sin-
ce a year. Despite heavy rain on
Monday, the area saw little water
accumulation, saidaresident.
Following Dr Deepak Ama-
rapurkar’s death after falling in-
to a manhole at Prabhadevi two
years ago, the BMC took several
theneckof thedrainthatcarries -
water topumpingstations, toen-
surefloodingdoesnotyecur: San-
tosh Gupta, who lives in !
laxmi building, said, “Since la:
yearourareadoesnotflood.”
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flooding spot

f~.submerg_e, locals blame civic inactior

A motorist wades his car through a flooded stretch at Dadar on Monday

VijayV.Singh@timesgroup.com

Dadar, Sion and Matunga were submer-
ged on Monday morning following a re-

lentless downpour from Sunday night.

“My son and daughter-inlaw were
unable to leave home for work,” said
King's Circle resident Nikhil Desai.
Desai, a 67-year-old retired mecha-
nical engineer, said the locality has be-
enachronicfloodingspot for yearsnow.
Twelve years ago, said Desai, the Mad-
‘hav Chitale Committee had said that
thﬁe‘amas, especially Sion’s Gandhi
beﬁan to get flooded after a

pumping station was constructed on
salt pan land at Mahul.

Desai said, “Since the past 12 years,
during monsoon, the BMC and the Cen-
tral government (the land belongs to it)
sends out some correspondence to
show that they are working on the pro-
blem. But no progress has been made.
Citizens continue to suffer. I visit these
areas during my walks. More than ado-
zen areas in the vicinity flood every ye-
ar, and they were flooded on Monday
too.” :
His locality comes under the juris-
diction of the BMC'’s F-North Ward offi-
ce which recorded 167mm rajnfall in 12

hours starting 8pm on Sunday, The wa-
terlogged area saw traffic congestion on
keyroadsin themorning. Thesituation
began to improve through theday asra-
inslowed. The ward recorded 58mm ra-
infall between 8am and 6pm on Monday:

“Therailway stations in thevicinity
flooded too. The BMC, the railway and
the government have not made any se-
rious attempts to address these issues.
Even our public representatives are
aware of these flooding spots and the
problem caused by them duringmonso-
on but they donot raise the issue before
the appropriate authorities and we citi-
zens suffer,” said Desai.

CITY STRUGGLES

TO STAY AFLOAT
Several parts of Mumbai city,
suburbs and neighbouring
areas recorded over 150mm
rainfall between June 30
July 1 (8am to 8am)
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Water cascades down from the crest gates of Tunga dam in Gajanur of Shivamogga district on Monday. (Right) River
Malaprabha in full flow near Baihongal of Belagavi district. oH pHOTOS

Water released from Tunga dam

Inflow increases to River Krishna and tributaries

SHIVAMOGGA/BELAGAVE
Following the copious rains

" inSringeri region of Chik-
kamagalurudistrict over the
last two days, water levelin
Tungadam at Gajanur near
Shivamogga was close the
maximum level of 588.24 feet

on Monday. As a precaution-
ary measure, around 5,000
cusecs of water was released
from four crest gates of the
daminto theriver Tungaon
Monday evening.
Meanwhile, Shivamog-
ga, Bhadravathi, Hosanagar,

Officials b

¥ ucW NFLHI

lame chmate

Thirthahalli, Sagar, Shika-
ripur received moderate
rains. Belagavireceivedshowers
in the early hours of Monday.
Overcast conditions prevailed
for the whole day in most parts
of the district.

Rains in catchments of River
Knshnaand:mmbmmml)oo—

ganga in the Western Ghats
(Maharashtra) has pushed up
water levels in the rivers. Three
low-lying bridges, two in Chik-
kodi taluk and one in Nippani
taluk submerged in the river
waters. However connectivity
had not been affected due to
availablity of alternative routes.
Panch- DHNews Service

change

as Mumbai goes under again

540 mm of rain in 48 hours leaves city inundated: More showers forecast

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

With 540 mm of rainfall over
two days, Mumbai woke up
on Monday morning to wa-
ter-logging across the city,
inconveniencing  officer-
goers, school and college
students. Inundation was re-
ported at Hindmata junction
and King's Circle in Sion for
almost six hours.
The city received 91.9 mm
rainfall on Monday alone.
The Meteorological Depart-
ment has warned of “ex-
: tremely heavy” rainfall in ad-
* joining areas of Thane and
: Palghar on July 2, 4and 5. A
few places in Mumbai could
get heavy to very heavy rain-
fall Monday and Tuesday, it
added.

Private weather agency
Skymet said Mumbai is at
“serious risk of flooding”

Water-world- Vehicles stuck in the water-logged King's Cnrcle
in Sion in Mumbai on Monday morning. =prasHanT NAKWE

between July 3 and 5. “Close
to 200 mm or more rain per
day is likely during this pe-
riod,” it said.

Meanwhile the civic admi-
nistration sought to disown
responsibility for the lack of
preparedness.  Municipal
Commissioner Praveen Par-
deshi said the 540 mm of

rain was the highest over a.

two-day period in a decade,
and blamed “climate change
and changed geographical
conditions” for water-log-
ging at several places.

In a few areas like Chem-
bur, houses were flooded.

Long distance passenger
trains arriving and departing
from the city were affected
due to two separate inci-

dents early on Monday in
Palghar and the ghat section
between Karjat and Lonava-
la. Several intercity trains
from Mumbai to Pune and
Surat were also cancelled.

Commuters stranded

Though there was a respite
from the heavy showers in
the afternoon, many subur-
ban trains were running late.

Western Railway tweeted
that Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal was keeping a close
watch on the situation spe-
cially on arrangements for
safety of commuters.

A huge crowd was seen at
the Thane station as rains
delayed train services on the
Central Railway line.

Crowds increased at sta-
tions leading to a near stam-
pede situation at some plac-
es.
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Rain fury takes heavy
tollon Mumbai again

31DEAD Wall collapse, drowning, electrocution as financial capital faces annual nightmare

MUMBAI: Thirty one people died
and 79 others were injured in
Mumbai on Tuesday as the heav-
iest single-day rainfall in 14
years pounded India’s financial
capital, inundating its rail and
road network, crippling air traf-
fic, and batteringits notoriously
poor infrastructure in an ampli-
fied version of the city’s annual
struggle with rain.

Between Monday and Tues-
day mornings, the coastal city
recorded 375.2 mm of rain, the
second-highest 24-hour rainfall
inJuly since 1975 that forced the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) to admit that it had
gotthe forecast wrong. The high-
est rainfall, 944mm, fell on July
26, 2005, when more than 1,000
people died in a deluge that is
ominously referred toas“26/7”.

The torrential showers
brought the wall of a govern-
ment-owned reservoir crashing
on slums built on a hill slope in
thesuburb of Malad late on Mon-
daynight, killing 22 people. Two
people suffocated todeath inside
their car that got stranded in a
flooded subway, alsoin Malad. A
security guard died in Mulund
after the wall of a neighbouring
building collapsed on himin the
middle of thenight. Another wall
collapse in Kalyan killed three.
Three people were electrocuted
to death because of short-cir-
cuitson Tuesday morning.

With weathermen saying the

= People wade through water on the Santacruz-Chembur road in Mumbai on Tuesday. »>P8  KUNAL PATILHT

375mm rain, the
second-highest July rainfall
within a 24-hour period since
1975, battered Mumbai.
Waterlogging affected local
and long-distance trains

and road traffic, stranding
thousands of people

22 QOPIE were killed
when a wall demarcating an
urban forest collapsed. Four
others died in wall collapses in
other Mumbai areas. Two men

‘died after they were trapped in

a submerged car. Three people
died of electrocution

207 domestic and interna-
tional flights were cancelled.
A SpiceJet flight skidded

off the main runway at the
Mumbai airport late on
Monday. Flight operations
were partially restored

on Tuesday

downpour will not let up in the
nexttwo days, local authorities
called in the Navy, who deployed
rubber boats to rescue about
1,600 people inlow-lying areasof

the city. Municipal authorities
also evacuated 100 families in
Chandivali after a 300-metre-
long stretch of a road caved in.
The government declared a pub-

lic holiday in the city and
ordered schools shut, asking

people to avoid stepping out of
their houses. “Weneed toremain
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headquartersreceived 3593com-  Sanjay Rautsaying the wall col-
plaintswithin12hoursbetween  lapse was anaccidentand nota

“Raifiyiakes
heavy toll on
Mumbai again

alert for next two days,” said
cbiefmimsterDevendraFadna

The showers flooded railway
tracks, ig the city'slifelines
of Centraland Harbour railway
networks to shut down for 16
hours, disrupting the daily com-
mutes of millions. Visuals
showed cars and buses sub-
merged as people waded through
waist- or chest-deep water.
Chaos reigned at the airport,
where 133flights were cancelled
and another 350 delayed or
diverted after a passenger jet
skidded off its main runway and
got stuck inthe mud on Monday
night. Airport authorities
announced that it may take 48
hours to haul the jet out of the
mud, and restorenormal opera-
tions.

“On Monday, we had issued
rainfall warning ofheavy tovery
heavy rain in some areas, but it
was not anticipated that
extremely heavy rain would
occur,” said KS Hosalikar, dep-
uty director general, western
region, IMD. “This happened
due to a cloud patch over the
Mumbai suburbs with maxi-
mumrainintensity over Santa-
cruz that led to continuous
extremely heavy showers for six
hours straight.”

Across thecity, waterlogging
wasreported at 53 spots, accord-

—-—*

10 pm on Monday, and 10 am on
Tuesday, regarding water log-
ging, tree collapse incidents, and
short circuits,” said additional
municipal commissioner Ash-
wini Joshi.

Flooding has become an
annual fixture in Mumbai dur-
ing the monsoon as reckless con-
struction and garbage-clogged
drainsand waterwaysmake the
city increasingly vulnerable to
heavy downpour. A report by the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG), tabled inthe
assembly on Tuesday, also
pointed out major deficiencies in
the existing flood-risk manage-
ment system. Thereport pointed
out that thestate has not updated
its disaster management plan
since 2016, the capacity of city
drains was adequate only for
rainfall of 25mm per hour, and
that numerous obstructions
along with poor structural con-
ditions were preventing drains
from functioning properly.

But themunicipal authorities
said work was being done on a
war footing, and that little could
be done in case of extremely
heavy rainfall. They claimed
that water levels had started
receding within an hour of work
beginning on Tuesday with the
help of 1,400 dewatering pumps
stationed across the city. The
total water discharged from
pumpsintotheseastood at 13,694
million litres, nearly equaltothe
storage capacity of the Tulsiand
Vihar lakes that provide drink-
ing water to the city. Joshi also
claimed that six of the eight
pumping stations, planned
under an action plan putin place
after the 2005 flooding, were
operational on Tuesday.

Fadnavis announced a high-
level probe into the Malad wall
collapse and said that strict
action will be taken against offi-
cials responsible for notonly the
collapse but also for other such
accidentsand the delayed clean-
ing of stormwater drains. But the
Oppositionslammed the Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) - the country’s richest
municipal body -- for alleged
irregularities in the drain-cléan-
ing work and delay in construc-
tion of pumping stations. The
Nationalist Congress Party’s
(NCP) legislative party leader,
Ajit Pawar, demanded a high-
level probe into the BMC's
alleged misgovernance. “If the
need arises, please appoint an
administrator for eivic body by

failure of the civic body. Aaditya
Thackeray, chief of the party’s
youth wing, said any city would
“crumble” under 400mm rain-
fall. The Sena also blamed the
media in an editorial in party
mouthpiece Saamana. “During
heavyrain, the24x7mediarush
to the usual low-lying spots and
cry hoarse. The media willnever
show how BMC workers work to
remove the accumulated water
during the monsoon,” the edito-
rial said.

Experts said the city’s new
development plan (DP) 2034
made it clear that authorities
had learnt nolessons from previ-
ous disasters.

“Most coastal cities maintain
flood plains. Mumbai's DP does
not even demarcate flood plains.
Instead of maintaining these as
no go areas of mangroves, wet-
lands and salt pan lands, we have
constructed on themand planto
open them further. The BMC’s
entire exercise of augmenting
drains is an exercise in futility.
Augmenting capacity of drains
will work in cities with higher
elevation and not for Mumbai, a
city below sealevel,” said Stalin
D, an environmentalist.

KNEE-DEEP: A flooded Palghar
station on Monday

Rain causes blast
atpharmafirm
ainwater entered Veera
Lpremisesin
Palghar on Monday, leading
toagasleakanda blast. No
injury was reported. The
company makes water
purificationtablets for animal
use. Boisar MIDC police will
filea case after the director of
industrial safety and health
(DISH) submits its report. Ty

ent has been instructed to iss-
ueanalertincaseSuryadamis
opened tolet out water: All dis-
trict level officers have been as-

‘ked to maintain a vigil. Offici-
- alshavebeentoldtoputupwar-

mngslsﬂpﬂﬂsattmmstspmx

Some 16 pumps we-
repressedintoserviceby Vasai
-Virar Municipal Corporation.
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MUMBAI: The civic authorities
may have blamed unprecedented
rainfall for disrupting normal life
in Mumbai, but experts have
blamed an unfinished drainage
projectfor the chaos the city faces
annually because of monsoon
rains. The Brimstowad Project,
which was started after the 2005
deluge killed 1,094 people, is
aimedatoverhaulingMumbai’s
19thcenturydrains. Itisyettobe
completed. The Mumbai civic
authorities have stated several
reasons for the delay, including
encroachment and litigation.
Experts from the Mumbai
Vikas Samiti, a group of retired
engineers and experts say that

the Brihanmumbai ‘Municipal

Corporation (BMC) must finish
the projectona warfooting to pre-
vent the city from coming to a
standstill annually. Of the 58
works of widenjng drains and
augmenting the drainage
planned over twophases, 27 have
been completed and rest remain

o "HT- 17T
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unfinished, according tothe BMC
flood guideline report 2019.

Civic officials have blamed
encroachment along the drains
asamajor reason for thedelay.

TheBMCisalsoyet toprocure
landfor two of the eight pumping
stations planned under the
project for draining water in
Mahul and Mogra, according to
civicofficials. Officials say unless
the Mahul station begins towork,
preventingfloodingin areaslike
Sion, Kurla and Matunga is
impossible. Citizens had towade
through waist-deep water in
theseareas evenon Monday.

A storm water drains depart-
ment official said the land for
Mogra pumpingstationis under
litigation as there is a dispute
between twoowners. “The court
asked us to pay the value of the
land, %42 crore, which will be
given to the owner after the dis-
pute is resolved. As for Mahul,
thelandisin possession ofthesalt
commissioner and wearein talks
with higher authorities for pro-
curingtheland,” said the official
on condition of anonymity. The

stem unfinished

officeradded after procuringthe
land, BMC will have to undertake
theprocessof survey, soil investi-
gation which will take longtime.

The capacity of thedrains will
increase from withstanding
25mm rainfall per hour to 50mm
rainfall per hour only when the
Brimstowad Project iscomplete,
according to officials. On Mon-
day, Mumbai’s western and the
eastern suburbs received an
average rainfall of 329 mm and
309 mm. The costof Brimstowad
Project wasestimated to be ¥1,200
crore in 2006, it has now crossed
over 4,000 crore, according to
BMCreports.

Mumbai Vikas Samiti mem-
ber, AV Shenoy, said the project
should have been undertakenon
a war footing and eompleted in
fiveyears. “Today, ithasbeen 14
yearsand there has beentremen-
dous growth in the suburbs
where natural waterways have
reduced and percolation is less
causingflooding on roads. Com-
pletion of the project is the only
permanent solution to this prob-
lem.”
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HEAVY RAIN Wall collapse kills 22, flooded
subway leaves two dead inside car as India’s

financial capital fights to remain afloat

" Mehul R Thakkar and

wall and started flowing in our
houses. Subsequently, the wall

Pl L S L Y
Major deficiencies

in BMC's flood

collapsed, sweeping away peo-
| et 7 management

MUMBAL: For 12 hours, rescue per- The BMC said the hutments
sonnel painstakingly cutthrough  wereillegal. “We willinquireinto system $2 GAG
slabsof concretetorescueafam-  the incident. It was a compound - y ys
ilyoffive buriedundertherubble ~ wall of a BMC-owned reservoir.
ofagovernmentcompoundwall  Thelandaroundtheareaisforest Faisal Malik and Surendra Gangan
that came crashingdownonan land,andillegal hutmentssettled - et Shisdatadimas.com 3
overcrowdedsluminthepacked onit. The wall fell on these hut-
Mumbai suburb of Malad. As ments in the middle of the night MUMBAL: As the city faced aflood-
they workedwithgascuttersand ~ when everyone was asleep, and like situation, the Comptroller
crushed piles of bricks, heavy  hencethenumberofcasualtiesis and Auditor General of India
rainfall pounded thematnight. ~ high,”said additional municipal (CAG), initsreport, pointed out

Local people were alerted to  commissioner AshwiniJoshi. major deficiencies in the existing
the collapsed wall, which Similar tragedies played outin flood risk management system of
belonged to a Brihanmumbai  other parts of Mumbai on Tues- the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Municipal Corporation (BMC)  dayastorrential rainfall battered Corporation (BMC).
reservoir, after 15-year-old San-  India’slargestcity. Twofriends— The CAG found ambiguity in
chitaNanawarecriedoutforhelp  Gulshad Mumtaz Ali Shaikh, 40, the state’s plan to deal with dis-
inthemiddleofthenight. “Please ~ a businessman, and Irfan Sha- asters. It pointed out that the
rescueme,” she could beheard, hanbaazKhan, 38, adriver-suf- state has notupdated its disaster

even as personnel from the
National Disaster Response

focated in their car in the Malad
subway after water levels rose

management plan since 2016.
“Duetoflat gradients, drainsare

Force (NDRF)and Mumbai Fire  suddenly, jamming the auto- affected by tides. The system is
Brigade(MFB)attemptedtohelp matic doors ofthe vehicle. heavily silted and major outfalls
her father, Laxman (40), mother Visualsshowed peoplelooking discharge much below mean sea
Rani(30)andsiblings Parshuram  on helplessly, and the duo seen level [between high and low tide
(3) and Deepa (12). At one point,  kickingthe door and window, but mark]. Stormwater drains dis-
she even called for a drink of findingnowaytoescape. Khan'’s charge directly by gravity
water, When she was finally aunt Sana Baig, who raised him through outfalls, as floodgates
pulled out of the rubble around  after his parents died years ago, havebeen provided in only three
2.30pm on Tuesday, she wasthe  said, “Their car gotstuckaround ofthe 45 outfalls. As the outfalls
only person in the family still  11.15pm. They were not able to discharge below mean sea level,
alive and in a critical condition. ~ come out as the doors got locked tidal control is possible only at
On her way to the hospital, she and jammed. Irfan called Abid, these three places,” it said.
succumbedtoinjuries. TheNana-  who called his wife, who then Capacity of drainsisadequate
wareswereamong22peoplewho  calledme. Irushed tothespotand only for rainfall of 25mm per
diedinthewallcollapseinMalad.  sawthesubway submerged. The hour, the report went on to add,
“Accesstothesitewasdifficult fire brigade and the police came stating that numerous obstruc-
for staging rescue equipments, much later and did nothing for tions in the larger drains along
crowd management as well as  four hours, evenas my relatives with poor structural conditions
intermediaterainfall wasmajor ~ and I kept screaming. When we were preventing drains from
hurdles for carryingout rescue  shouted at them, they shouted functioning properly.
equipments. The operation for  back at us. They feared if they Thereportforthe yearending
rescuewasstilldoneusingporta-  jumpin, they willeither drownor inMarch 2018, wastabled in both
blegenerators, hydrauliccutters, getelectrocuted.” the houses of the state legisla-
petrol operated saw and rotary As the municipal authorities ture on Tuesday. -
cutters. Search for people who rescued people in low-lying It further revealed that the
may betrappedisstillongoing,” areas, several said they were BMC had failed totakeactionon
said PS Rahangdale, chief fire remindedofthedeluge of July26, the guidelines prepared by the
officer, MFB. 2005, when 944 mm of rainfall National Disaster Management
According to residents, the drowned Mumbai and killed at Authority (NDMA), for land-
wallwasbuiltaround threeyears  least 1000 people. Several resi- slides. .
ago and blocked a culvert, With  dents of Malad and Ghatkopar
no outlet for the rainwater, it were forced to live out of their THE CAG POlNTED OUT
accumulated near thewall, put- houses the entire night after
tingpressureonitandleadingto  water levelin their ground floor THAT THE STATE HAS NOT
thecollapse, theyclaimed. Chan-  flats rose above four feet. Ram- UPDATED |TS DiSASTER
drakala Jadhav,aresidentfrom eshchandraBadani,aresidentof
the slum who lost twomembers ~ Ghatkopar (West),said they were MANAGEMENT PI‘AN
from her family in the incident, facing water logging issues for SENCE 2016 AND MANY

said, “T have been living in this
area for more than 20 years. It
floods every monsoon, but we
somehow managetosurvive.On
Tuesday, the water crossed the

more than 40 years. “We have
been complaining about this
problemfor yearsnow, buttono
avail. During July 26, the waterin
our areawasaround 3-4 feet.”
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