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Cry invainin Mumbai: ‘Pull me e out’

’”“%UREAUAND PTI

havoc in the ﬁnancml caplta
st 24 hours.

1any as 35 people have
died in the state in rain-related
incidents since Monday night.
The monscon rain was de-
scribed as the worst in a single
day in 14 years.

Among the casualties was
Sanchita Ganore, 15. For close
to 12 hours, Sanchita kept
pleading to pull her out, her
legs trapped in the debris of a
wall that had collapsed.

When Sanchita could final-
1y be brought out on Tuesday
afternoon, she had breathed
her last. Eighteen others died
in the wall collapse at Malad, a
congested north Mumbai sub-
urb.

A doctor at the spot said a
medical team had tried its best
but couldn’t save Sanchita.
“Her legs were stuck in the de-
bris, so it took long to rescue
her. We tried our best to bring
her out alive but could not,” he
said.

A rescue worker said San-
chita had been crying for help
and asking for water. “Shortly
after the wall collapsed, we
rescued a child from under-
neath the debris. Sanchita had
been crying for help since
2am,” the worker said. “She
kept pleading ‘mujhe bahar
nikalo’,” he added.
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Waterlogging at ATMs following heavy rain in Maharashtra’s Palghar district on Tuesday. (PTI) M See Page 4

Sanchita’s faint voice cou-
1d be heard calling out for wat-
er to drink. Efforts were made
tocutasmall section of the wa-
11 and clear a path for the girl
to come out. But it was too
late.

A mother and child were
found alive with the help of
life-sensing equipment and
sniffer dogs, according to a tw-
eet by the Brihanmumbai Mu-

nicipal Corporation (BMC).

“Water was getting accu-
mulated since it began raining
heavily several hours ago. It
created massive pressure on
the wall and it soon gave way,”
an evewitness said.

People gathered at the site
were seen discussing the own-
ership of the wall. While some
claimed it belonged to the for-
est department, others said

the BMC was the owner. A few
others said the wall had been
erected by a private company.

Several residents ex-
pressed anger at political par-
ties, accusing them of ignoring
them after elections.

Fifteen people were killed
in Pune on Saturday when a
portion of a 22ft-high compou-
nd wall of a housing society co-
llapsed on adjoining shanties

following heavy rainfall.
Calcutta flights

From Calcutta, several flights
to and from Mumbai were can-
celled or delayed. Airport offi-
cials said three flights from
Mumbai to Calcutta were can-
celled and six delayed by sev-
eral hours on Tuesday. Three
Mumbai-bound flights were
cancelled and nine delayed.
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While rains in the region
| arelikely on July 5-6, “typical

monsoon conditions” can

expected on July 5-6,” he says.

According to the IMD’s lat-
est forecast, monsoon further
advanced into some more
parts of Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh. The northern limit
of monsoon (NLM) is current-

ly passing through Dwarka,

MET: RAIN WON'T BE
WELL-DISTRIBUTED

B Plains of northwest, which
include Punjab, Haryana
and Chandigarh, are not

~likely to receive well-dis-
tributed rain this season

®Typical monsoon conditions
in plains of northwest expect-
ed around July 10; heavy rain
likely in Uttarakhand

ated cyclonic circulation
extending up to 7.6 km con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 1/

l Chandigarhand Del- |
Fairly widespread rain with
isolated very heavy rainfall
can also be expected over \
| west coast, east and northeast,
' Uttar Pradesh, Himachal |
\Pradesh and Uttarakhand |
between July 8 and 10.
| However, plains of the
| northwest, which include
| Puniab, . and |
: C]wndigaxh,arenothkdytﬂ
receive well-distributed rain
this season. “Though Dethi |
can receive normal rain,
same cannot be sgid about
Punjab, Haryana and
! . v’msm_
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A house damaged after a breach
in Tiware dam following incessant
rain in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra, on
Wednesday. The dam breach
caused a flood-like situation in six
downstream villages, with 13

PH

4 houses being swept away. P
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18 missing | Was built by Sena MLA | Villagers warned of cracks

MUMBAI, JULY 3
Nine persons, including
women and children, died
after a small dam at Chiplun
in Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri
district gave way on Tuesday
night following heavy rain.
The mishap occurred a little
before 10 pm. Thirteen houses
downstream the dam, filled to
the brim, were washed away
Timely action by the district
administration ensured 3,000
villagers were moved to high-
er places, officials said. The
dam was built around 15

AIRPORT SERVICES HIT

Operations at Mumbai airport
remained disrupted on Tues-
day, two days after a SpiceJet
aircraft skidded off the main
runway. Seventyfive flights
were cancelled, said officials.

owned by local Shiv Sena
MLA Sadanand Chavan.
While 10 bodies were recov-
ered by noon, at least 18 per-
sons have been reported
missing. “We are carrying out
searches,” said Irrigation
Minister Girish Mahajan,
adding repairs were conduct-
ed after villagers complained

of the structure developing
cracks two years ago.

The MLA told reporters
that after complaints of leaks
four-five months ago, he had
warned Irrigation Depart-
ment officials to carry out
repairs. “If repair work was
done, it appears to be of poor
quality,” said Chavan.

Meanwhile,  Opposition
Congress and NCP accused
the government of not carry-
ing out structural audits on
bridges and dams, several of
which have collapsed in the
past few months. — TNS

EDIT: ILL-PREPARED FOR MONSOON

years ago by a company




