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AFTER THE FLOOD

NEW DELHE: As the floodwaters

HT 24)

Waters recede, threat o

faggamat ( Uea )

% disease looms

leaves behind puddles, creatinga
conduciveenvironment foraedes
and anopheles mosguitoes to
breed. While aedes mosquito

recede, and the water level comes breeds in clean stagnant water
back to normal in the Yamuna, and is responsible for dengue,
authorities now face another anopheles breeds in polluted
challenge—toprevent the spread water likedrainsand cancausea
of any enteric and water-borne : malariaoutbreak,” asenior offi-
diseases such as cholera, diar- . [* cialofthe National Vector Borne
rhoea, and typhoid in the areas Disease Control Programmesaid.
that were inundated. To prevent such outbreaks,
The water level inthe Yamuna, civic agencies have scaled up
whichhadhitapeakof206.6mon [ their anti-mosquito drives.
Wednesday, has already come [§ “Anti-larval chemicals are
down below the danger level of A&l = - being sprayed toprevent malaria
205.33m. Around 4 pmon Friday, — — = and dengue outbreaks. ORS
the water level stood at 204.27m.  » A man carries his belongings through floodwaters in a resi sachets and chlorine tablets are
“After every flood, whenthe  area near the banks of the overflowing Yamuna.  RaKRAJHTPHOTO  being distributed in camps as a
« water level startsreceding, there ; further prevention measure,”
‘is always the threat of an out- spray, and distribution of ORS tion and flood control depart- said a spokesperson from the
break ofentericand water-borne  pouches in relief camps, were ment. Atleast30campsiteshave East Delhi Municipal Corpora-
diseases. Some of the water gets  beingtakentopreventoutbreaks. beensetupinthesetwodistricts tion.
trapped in puddles and depres- “Whilemedicalteamsanddoc-  alone, where the evacuated peo- “Weareassessingthe damage
sions, which become breeding torsaretakingroundsofcamp- plehavetakenshelter. and the grounds from where the
ground of diseases, including sites,ambulanceshavebeen kept Reliefand rescueoperationsin ~ water has receded. We are in
bacterialandviral. Localpeople ready,”saidaseniorgovernment sixdistrictswillcontinuetillfur- touch with the Central Water
oftendefecateopenlyintheflood-  official from East Delhi district, therordersfromKailashGahlot, Commissionand the IndiaMete-
plains. Thefloodwaterentersand  wherenearly10,000peoplehadto  revenueministerofDelhi,saida  orological Department. The peo-
pollutesother water sources,”Dr  beshifted to relief camps. senior gg.hernment officialfrom  ple will be allowed to return to
BK Tripathi, head of the medicine Ofthe 11 revenue districtsin  the north-east district, from  theirhomeswhen thefloodwater
departmentat SafdarjungHospi-  Delhi, the Yamunaflowsthrough =~ wherearound6,000peoplehadto  recedescompletely and thereare
tal, said. six districts. The maximum beputupingovernment tents. no chances of any water dis-
The government and civic impactof theﬂood,howe‘{er.'waa Anotherthreatistheoutbreak  charge from Haryana in large
agencies, however,saidallmeas- borne by two districts - East ofvector-bornediseasessuchas  guantities,” aseniorofficial of the
ures, includingthesprinklingof Delhi and North East Delhi, malariaanddengue. irrigation and flood control
bleaching powder, anti-larva accordingtoofficialsoftheirriga- “The receding water level departmentsaid.
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Flscaus proﬁgrty damage
worth %7 96 trore Kolhapur

© Times News NETWORK

m&mmmpubhc
i property in Kolhapur, prelimi-
{ nary estimatesrevealed.

 _ The estimates were as-
sessed both by the Kolhapur
! Municipal Corporation (KMC
mdme&%mna s
£ i within the KMC
 limits wasaround Rs450crore,
m“mﬂemmewlimits,nwas
i around Rs346.51 crore.

.where connectivity was weak,
the mobile app could not be
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Flood losseé over Rs 30k cr,
CM tells Central team

BENCGALURU, DHNS they have to build their life to enhance compensation to
from scratch.” He urged the those who have lost homes from
arnataka has incurred, teamtorecommend “suitable Rs5lakhtoRs101lakh. .
over Rs 30,000 crore and reasonable” compensa- “The entire old Gokak in Be-
stimated losses due tion to help the state come lagaviisgone. Onlythe extension
to floods, Chief Minister B back tonormalcy. of Gokak remains. All those peo-
S Yediyurappa told an in-  The floods have wreaked ple from old Gokak have to bere-
ter-ministerial central team havocin 103 taluks across 22  settled, which willbe a huge task.
(IMCT)visitingthestatetoas-  districts, killing 87 persons, If government land is available,
sessthesituationonSaturday. damaging 2.3lakhhomesand then nothing like it. Otherwise,
The seven-member IMCT, displacing nearly 7 lakh peo- thegovernment should purchase
headed by Ministry of Home ple.Over7.82]lakhhectaresof land directly from farmers with
Affairs joint secretary (ad- croplosseshavebeenestimat- their consent,” Patil said.
ministration) Prakash, is ed, with 35,000 km of roads,
slated to visit the flood-hit 2, 828lfndg$,57 ,000electric ST
Belagavi, Bagalkot, Gadag, poles, 14,076 transformers
Dharwad and Kogadu from and 3,724 power supply lines
August 25-27. damaged.
So far, the government
has released Rs 309 crore 'Natlonalalamity'
towards rescue and relief A Coqgress team, headed by
works, Yediyurappa saidina former minister M B Patil,
statement. that reviewed the flood situ-
Thechief ministerrequest- ation in Mumbai-Karnataka
ed the IMCT to carry out a urgedthe Centretodeclareit
“realistic assessment” of the national calamity.”
flood situation and pointed  Patil, whoaddressedanews
out that “thousands of fami- conference, also urged Chief
lies have lost everything and Miniester B S Yediyurappa
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APARNA BANERJI
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LOHIAN (JALANDHAR), AUGUST 25
With the water at some vil-
lages beginning to recede,
villages in Lohian have
.. been exposed to threat of
grave diseases as evident
from the burgeoning
reportage of patients from
flood-affected villages. Over
100 patients came to a med-
ical camp at Mehrajwala vil-
lage on Sunday. Collective-
ly, in Mehrajwala and
Sardarwala, over 40 cases of
fever have surfaced.

With deeper parts of vil-
lages inaccessible by boats
or trolleys, only intrepid
medical relief teams are
making it to inundated
areas. Polluted, stinking L
waters are also making peo- bune’s more
ple sick, causing infection hour stay there.

e medicinesat Sardann(afa village near Lohian on Sunday. PHOTO: SARABJIT SINGH

- DENGUE THREAT LOOMS more than 20 caes of diar-

rhoea ever. Laboratory

B\With deeper parts of vil- sl teale ik b e if B
lages inaccessible by Txit Right riow peivate
boats or trolleys, only it Righ Aot havenmd.the

intrepid medical relief
teams are making it to wherewithal to diagnose

xd let;ommg 'thret;t of inundated areas : glatelet count or cgﬂn&.zﬂc:
ngue/malaria outbreak. o dengue, malaria tests
Medical teams stressed on T tuted apd stinking laboratories are needed.”

waters is making people 3 i

sick, causing infections. AtMekmla,l iDrl‘ i:lng
Threat of dengue and- member i :

malaria outbreak is titioners Assoc:atl_t_mPumab,
looming large in the area held a camp outside a gurd-

= Medical teams stressed : Asha g T Rk

on need for mobile diag- ~ Patients We?m?"l’:‘: e
nosis teams in the area. L“m Ve don’t have diag-

need for mobile diagnosis
teams in the area.

While Sukhdev Singh
Lohian approached a team
at Mehrajwala, demanding . i
medicine for fever, Mota
Singh of Sardarwala com-
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Minister see%s6 report

onlossesin

Our CORRESPONDENT

FEROZEPUR, AUGUST 25
Following the damage to the
bundh at Tendiwala village
due to heavy discharge of
water from Pakistan, Cabi-
net Minister Rana Gurmit
Singh Sodhi on Sunday vis-
ited the site to oversee the
ongoing repair work.

Sodhi was accompanied
by DC Chander Gaind and
SSP Vwek S Som

houses, livestock and crops,
within 15 days and submit it to
the government.

SOdhlsaldthestatEM.
ment would stand by the peo-
ple in this hour of crisis and
would leave no stone
unturned to help them. “It
was the alertness of the dis-
trict administration that the
repair work on the damaged
ately, else it could have
wreaked havoc.” Sodhi also
said the state had already
sought a relief package of Rs
1,000 crore from the Centre

e

lagers and gave Rs 15,000
from his own pocket as com-
pensation for fuel expenses
spent by them to repair the
embankment. He asked the
district administration to pay
the villagers for the other
expenses as well, which were
incurred by them while
repaiting the bundh.
said the situation
due to heavy water dis-
from Pakistan, which
caused severe damage to the
em ent. “There is no
now as the embank-
mmﬂtmsbeenseeured.
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Efforts on to prevent embankment breach | Over 17 border

ANTRUDH GUPTA

FEROZEPUR, AUGUST 25
Over 17 villages, situated
between the right bank of
overflowing Sutlej and Indo-
Pakistan border, continue to
remain at risk of getting
flooded following a part of the
embankment along Tendi-
wala village got severely dam-
aged due to the strong current
of water coming from Kasur
(Pakistan). Although a joint
team, led by the district
administration, comprising
NDRF and Army troops
besides drainage officials, has
been working on war footing
since last night to plug the
breach, the embankment is
getting eroded at a fast pace,
posing danger to the lives
and property of thousands of
nearby residents.

DC Chander Gaind and

S8PVivek Sheel Soni, 2long  u e Sutle] bundh along Tendiwala village damaged dueto  oory S vans I CAITVINE out
With: other- effltals, - havé the strong current of water coming from Pakistan the rescue work, said his crop
been camping here since i : was damaged two years ago
last night to oversee the sit- ™ Personnel of the Army, NDRF and Drainage Department as well, but the compensa-
uation. At the request of the are trying to plug the breach since Saturday night tion was still awaited.
DC, hundreds of villagers, mWVillagers are bringing tractortrailers loaded with repair Jagjit Kumar, who owns
along with their tractor-trail- ~ material to help officials prevent further damage eight acres, said the state
ers, have extended a helping f should either construct a pon-
hand to prevent around 50- Sandeep Goel, Executive = Meanwhile, the adminis- toon bridge or at least provide
ft-long portion of the ditch- Engineer (Drainage), said, | tration on Sunday made them anew boat. six
cum-bundh from collapse. “Preventive measures are 1: announcements in adjoining  villagers have died while
The DC said the discharge being taken, but the scouring f villages to go to safe places.  crossing the river on a ‘bera’
from Pakistan side was very  of embankment can’t be pre- j‘ Hundreds of residents from  that got damaged.”Another
high that hindered the repair ~ vented at this stage unlessthe = adjoining villages gatheredat  farmer Kartar Singh
work. Hesaidtherewasarisk  water current is reduced.” . the site due to which the demanded that the govern-
of water entering the channel Sources said water coming | police had to be deployed. ment should construct a per-
alongside the bundh for downstream Harike was = Mehtab Singh of Tendi- manent notch in this area to
which a temporary protection —merging with the strong dis- wala said if the bundh was prevent the bundh from
layer, comprising sandbags, charge in a creek near Tendi-. washed away, several vil- being washed away whenever
wa]a, causing w}ur]pooL lages would be affected. the SutleJ isin spate -

had been built.

fEegtet ( weat )

T”'SL\JM

f
Army men along with locals repair the bundh near Tendiwala village in Ferozepur. TRIBUNE PHOTO

VILLAGERS EXTEND HELP FOR BUNDH REPAIR

Muktiar, a villager helping
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RucHIkA M KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Punjab seekﬂom crkpeaal aid ﬁ'om Centrt

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 25
The damage caused in Punjab
by floods, mainly on account
of water being released
through spillways of the
Bhakra Dam, was immense
and needed special assistance
from the Centre, in addition to

Relief Management Fund, the
state government has said.
Though the Union Govern- :
ment initially asked Punjab to
provide relief from the disas- mmﬂﬂmﬂmmﬂm&mmMmla restored in affected villages; 3,300
| ter fund of Rs 6,200 crore lying  Village, near Lohian, in Jalandhar district on Sunday. SARARIT SINGH (pmviuedmedlwiau
| with the state, Punjab has o
| been insisting on a special
| package of Rs 1,000 crore to
| rebuild infrastructure, a senior
| government official said. Pun-
| jabhasreasoned thattherelief
| CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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City hit by spell of ligﬁ rain, expected to
continue this week; air quality to improve

NEW DELHI: Light rain hit the
national capital Sunday after a
longspellofhntandhumid days.
Besides, cool and gusty winds
blew over the city in the after-
noon making the day pleasant
for Delhiites.

According to India Meteoro-
logical Department, the Safdar-
jung observatory received
9.4mm rainfall, categorised as
‘light’ rain, between 8.30am and
5.30pm. Other weather stations,
including Ridge and Lodhi Road
recorded 14.2 mm and 10.1lmm
rainfall at the same time.

“A low pressure system has
formed in the Bay of Bengal,
which is passing through Mad-
hyaPradesh. Inassociation with
this system, easterly winds

received 2.4mm rainfall, categorised as ‘light’ rain, between 8.30am and
also reported from some areas. AMAL KS/HT PHOTO

'mm’u observato
5.30pm. Waterlogging was

blowing over Delhi bringing
moisture have triggered the
rainfall. We expect light rain
Monday as well,” said Kuldeep
Srivastava, head, regional
weather forecast centre (RWFC),

Also, Srivastava said the cool
and gusty winds blowing over

the city are a result of heavy
rainfall in Uttar Pradesh and
other neighbouringregions.
Thedepartment hasalso fore-
castlightrain, drizzle un-
dershowers over the ¢
week. The maximum an

mum temperatures on Sunday

e 0 Q.. i

wererecorded anotchabovethe
season’saverage—34.1degrees
Celsius and 26.8degrees Celsius,
respectively.

Meanwhile, the Air Quality
Index (AQI) was 91 in the ‘satis-
factory’ category. “A further
improvement in air quality is

NewDelhi @0

expected over thenext twodays
owingtostrong winds and rain-
fall, however, in the satisfactory
category only,” said astatement
issued by Safar, the pollution
monitoring agency under the
union Ministry of Earth Scien-

*°Ces.
o eeam
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Workers trying to remove the boat stuck in a gate of Prakasam
Barrage in Vijayawada, A.P., on Saturday. scH.viJAvA BHASKAR

Efforts to remove boat
stuck in barrage fail

Water goes waste as gate cannot be closed

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

The operation to remove a boat
stuck in the 68th gate of the Pra-
kasam Barrage continued here,
with teams intensifying efforts
late into the evening on Satur-
day. :

Following multiple failed at-
tempts, officials of the Andhra
Pradesh Water Resources De-
partment (WRD) roped in sal-
vage teams from other reser-
voirs in the State and
Karnataka. Teams from Rajah-
mundry, Pulichintala, Bairavani
Tippa and Ballari along with the
State and National Disaster Res-
ponse Force tried to lift and pull
out the metal boat using ropes
and cranes but with little suc-
cess. Later in the evening, a
team from Polavaram project
joined the operation with addi-
tional equipment, according to
WRD officials.

The operation is being ham-
pered by the position of the
boat. “Any attempt to remove it
without proper care could dam-
age the gate components,” said
Chief Engineer, Krishna Delta
System R. Satish Kumar.

- Other gates closed

Meanwhile, a huge quantity of
water is being discharged into
the sea as the gate cannot be
closed. The remaining gates
were closed three days ago after

poo NGB
N

water level in the Krishna
dropped.

Minister for WRD P. Anil Ku-
mar Yadav, District Collector A.
Md. Imtiaz visited the Barrage
and asked officials to ensure
that the boat was removed at
the earliest as water was being
wasted.

However, irrigation officials
say water discharge was inevita-
ble as the inflow into the Bar-
rage which reached full reser-
voir level was continuing. The
outflow from the Barrage was
around 21,000 cusecs through-
out Saturday and inflow was
around 15,000 cusecs.

The boat has been stuck in
the sluice gate for around 10
days. Officials are optimistic of
removing it on Sunday.

Man slips, drowns
An elderly man, M. Appanna,
accidentally fell off Prakasam
Barrage while watching the boat
salvage operation around the
time when the Minister and Col-
lector visited. The man was
washed away and was found
dead later downstream, accord-
ing to the Krishnalanka police.
“The government has failed
in protecting people. It is atro-
cious that the mishap took place
in the presence of the Minister,”
Telugu Desam national general
secretary and MLC Nara Lokesh

tweeted.
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