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Rain promises to
offer some relief

Jasjeev.Gandhiok
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The spell of rain

on Sunday thanks to a western
disturbance could improve air
quality over the next few days,
pushingtheair quality in Delhi
to ‘poor’ category; say agencies.
Not only has a change in
wind direction to easterlies now
reduced the share of stubble-
burning related intrusion, the
western disturbance also led to
anincreaseinwindspeed, which
could continue on Monday. Me-
anwhile, the city’s. minimum
temperature could fall below the
10-degree mark by November 18
duetotherain, IMD forecasts.
Kuldeep Srivastava, scien-

tist at IMD and head of the Re- .

gional Weather Forecasting
"Centre (RWFC) in Delhi, said
that even before the showers
hit the capital, wind speed had
already increased due to the
western disturbance. “This,
coupled with light rain, has
helped bring down pollutants
on Sunday. As a western dis-
turbance starts to move away,
wind speeds also remain
strong during that period and
Monday could see good wind
speed aswell,” said Srivastava.

SAFAR, a body under the -

Union ministry of earth scien-
ces, said three factors are going

toinfluence Delhi’sairpositive- .

ly now — better ventilation and
dispersion, reduced impact of
stubble burning and pollutants
settling down after the rain.
“There are three very positive
developments to follow now
and a quick recovery from the
current scenario is expected,”"
said SAFAR on Sunday, stating
the boundary layer winds had
picked up and changed its di-
rection to easterly, which would
reduce the contribution of
stubbleburning toDelhi’s air.

RSN R R
WEATHERMAN SAYS

* Increased wind speed,
coupled with light rain,
has helped bring down

/ g

“The AQI is likely to start im-
proving from Sunday afternoon
and take AQI in the lower end of

‘very poor’ on Monday. The AQI

is forecast to stay in the middle-

end of the ‘veryPoor’ category on

November17and18,” itsaid, war-

ning that only drizzle at some lo-

cations may, however, have the
opposite effect, triggering secon-
dary particulate formation thro-

_ ughan introduction of moisture.

The Early Warning System

_for Delhi says the AQI could

touch ‘poor’ and fall below
the 300 mark by November17.
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